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HE following Papers having 
chanc'd to meet the kind Appro- „ 
bation of ſome particular Gen- 
tlemen, permit me to make a 
: Tender of them to your Honour; 
as an Acknowledgement of the many Fa- 
vours I have received from you, while I Was 
more immediately; under Your Protecfiun. 
That I have preſum'd to venture; upon 
. this Dedication to Your Honour, Without 
Tour Knowledge or Approbation, I hope. 
the Diſtance of Great Britain from the Sat 
5 . == 


Type Dedication. 


0 | 
of Your Government, will atone for: Eſpe- 
| _ cially if the Subject, on which I treat, ſhall 
happen to be grateful to You, ſo as to me- 
lit Your Peruſal at a leiſure Hour; when 
3 Vou ſhall think fit to relax Your Mind, from 
f the Fatigue and Weight of Your other 
Atfairs. 
| The Book, which I now offer to Your 
| Honour's Patronage, contains three Novels; 
7 which are a Sort of Compariſon between the 
| antient Heathen Prieſts and ſome more mo- 
. dern Pretenders. WIL | 
That which ſtands in the Front, and is 
entituled Heathen Prieſicraft, &c. owes its 
Original to that moſt celebrated Hiſiory of 
the. Jecut, written by the incomparabléè Pen 
of that great Hiſtorian the renown'd J O- 
 SEPHUS; who has recorded the Mis- 
5 fortunes of PAULI NA, effected by the 
; Treachery of her Pr7z;7s, in almoſt the ſame 
Order, and with the {ame aggravating Cir- 
cumſtances, juſt hinted at, and very conciſe. 
He tells us, that in the Reign of IIBERIUs 
CzsaR, there liv d ſuch a Lady as PAutiNa, 
Wife of SATURNINUS, a Nobleman; and 
that the was a Peron of great Chaſlity, but 
a Bigot to the Tenpic and Prie/'s of I STS: 
That one Dzeivs Muxpvs, a Gentleman of 
great Wealth, had fallen in Love with Her, 
and ſollicited her to Adulterous Embraces, by 
vaſt Offers ; but to no Purpoſe: That finding 
all his Endeavours, that Way, to be 1 8571 
| eu, 
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The Dedication. 
ted, he had refoly'd to ſtarve himſelf, and 
began to put it in Execution ; till a Freed- 
V/oman, belonging to his Father, put him in 
a Way to compals his Deen That ſhe, ha- 
ving obtain'd a Sum of Money from Decius 
Mundus for that End, brib'd the Prieſts of 
Tis to become He-Bawas upon that Occa- 
ſton : That they comply'd, and projected a 


| Scheme to betray Paulina into the Arms of 


Munpvs : That they effected it under the 
Pretence of a Meſſage to her from the God 
ANUBTIS, to meet him in the Temple 
of Isis, upon an appointed Night; when Mun 
dus embrac'd her under the Notion of ANU- 
BIS: That this abominableTreachery was firſt 
diſcovered to Paulina by Mundus himlfelt, 
meeting her accidentally, and inſulting her 
upon that Occaſion: That the complain'd 
of the Injury to her Hausband, and He to the 
Emperor Tiberius; who, upon Examination, 
finding the Allegations to be true, order'd 
the Prieſts and the Frecd- woman, that had 
inſtigated them to that wicked Fact, to be 


hang'd; the Temple, where the Action had 


been committed, to be demoliſhed; and De- 
cius Mundus to perpetual Baniſnment. 

This is the Sm and Subſtauce of the Firſt; 
and the other Two are not much unlike in 
Argument. As That expoles the Villany of 
tne Prieſts of Iſis, in àa remarkable Manner; 


the Latter contain ſome Diſcoveries of the 


Male-Practices of certain Spiritual Intrudert, 


CUſurpers 


4 * * 
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The Dedication. 
Uſurpers of the Prieſthood, and Pretenders to 
a Lordſhip over their Flocks, even in our own 


Country. 


The Former is a Piece of Antiquity, new- 
vampt ; the Latter are Relations of Mo- 


dern Facts, done in England, and, having 


chanc'd to eſcape to Light, known to many; 


too manifeſt to be deny d by ſome, even of 


the Diſſenters themſelves. 

I have ſer that Story of the Heathen Priefts 
in the Van, and to head this glorious Trium 
Virate, not only becauſe it is Prior in Point 


of Time, but ſeems to have been the Pat- 


tern, after which the others copy'd ; if they 
have not gone beyond the Original, in all 


but the hanging Part. The more's the Pity. 


I am contident, if the Reader's Indignati- 
on ſhall be kindled againſt the Heather 
Prieſts, for proſtituting their Profeſſion by ſuch 
baſe Hypocriſy, and execrable Treachery, as 
theſe uſed towards Paulina; it will not cool, 
upon reading the equal Villames, of ſome 


ſplendid Pretenders to a more ſacred Prieſt- 


bood; Perſons profeſſing the ſtricteſt Sanctity, 
and who bleſs themſelves that They are not 
as other Men are. 1 * 

Tis an uſual Objection exhibited againſt 


ut, by our good Brethren the Fanaticks, 


that the Lives of our Dodfors are not ſo re- 


Home, and ſee how their own behave. - 
188888 8 40 


gular. But then, they ought to look at 
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The Dedication. 

1 do not ſay, that all the Presbyterian, or 
Anabaptiſt Teackers are ſo bad as Sordidior 
and Whiskero ; neither can they ſay that all 
our Miniſters are immoral Perſons. And if 
ſo, let 'em review their Objection; find out 
a Sordidior and Whiskero, among the Men they 
cenſure : tho if they ſhou'd be ſo lucky, 
I do not doubt, in a little Time, to pro- 
Z duce a great many more among them, of 
the ſame Stamp. 1 
3 But not to tire Your Honour with the In- 
troduction, and rather to apologize for the 
Liberty J have taken with You I have 
this to ſay; Should I recount all the 
> Motives I have to this Dedication, the Time 
= would fail me, and the Porch would be a- 
=> bundantly bigger than the Houſe. But of 
the many, be pleasd, Sr, to give me leave 
to mention one in particular; that I may 
take this Opportunity to Congratulate Your 
Honour upon Your Continuance in Your-Go- 
vernment, notwithſtanding the united Force, 
and all the malicious Suggeſiions of Your Ene- 
mies; but eſpecially One; who ſhould he 
3 be ſet forth as he ought, would appear to be 
4 a ſale Prieſt; like the worſt of the following 
Iniumwirate. of equal Piety, and as black Ex- 
\ ample. 

It is with no ſmall Satisfaction, I reflect 
upon the Happineſs Virginia has long enjoy d, 
under the gentle Influence of Your Command ; 
which has been ſevere to none, but ſuch as 


have 
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The Dedication. 
have extorted a juſt Reſentment from You. 
And if then a Party of Men, who have been 


Enemies to all Governours, and could never 


bear one - above three Years, ( as a certain 
great Man, here, ſaid of them) have felt 
Your Diſpleaſure, it was their own Obſtina- 
cy that drew it upon them; and the Dii- 
grace they have ſuffered, is owing to them- 


ſelves. | | | 
That the Tongues of Your Enemies may be 


put to Sileſde; that Virginia may never want 
ſuch a Protector, and that Your Honour 
may long continue in that Poſt, is the ſin- 


cere and hearty Wiſh of 
H onoured, Sir, 
N Tour I Onours, 
| moſt oblig d, 
humble Servant, 


Dated at London, | 


June | the 23d, | 8 N 


Heathen 


Heathen Prieſtcraft, 
A 
FEMALE BI G OT: 


BEING THE 


HISTORY 


OF 


Decius Mundus and Paulina. 


C7 


Audi Facinus Majoris Abolle. Juvenal. 
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PON the Demiſe of ti moſt Glorions 
and Immortal Emperor, Auguſtus Czſar, 
the Roman Scepter immediately devolv'd 
upon Tiberius; a Prince of Qualities im- 
"mewty different from his Predeceſſor, and ſcarce 
deſerving to be mention'd, el the fame Time. For, 
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"2 Heathen Prieſteraſt, or 
as Auguſtus was replete with all princely Virtues, inſo- 
much, that his wonderful Eudouments can hardly be 
ſufficiently extoll d, ſo his Succeſſor had hardly am, 
for which he deſery'd to be commended. - / 


+ 


Auguſtus was of a mild, quiet, and pacifick Diſpo- 
ſition, always ſtudying the Welfare of his People: 
Tiberius was Hot, Cholerick, Fiery, and ſo full of Re- 
Jentment, that a Prejudice once conceived, was 


extremely difficult to be remov d. | 


Throughout, almoſt, all the long Reign of the For- 


mer, the Temple of Janus was ſhut up ; a Cuſtom 
us d only in the Times of univerſal Peace, and 
when the Empire had perfect Reſt, from the Plague 
and Fatigue of Wars : But new Lords, new Laws and 
Cuſtoms ; and Tiberius had not long aſcended the 


oy imperial 7 hrone, before that Temple was re-open'd, 


and the State again engag'd in freſh Commotions. 
As Tiberius was of a reſtleſs and unquiet Temper, 

ſo the J/erld felt the Effetts of it. Pride, Luft, 

Avarice and Intemperance, had got the Aſcendant 


over him, ſo that there is ſcarcely any Action of 


his, but deſerves rather to be buried in Ob/iv10n, 


than reeorded and tranſmitted to Poſterity. 


But to ſhew that Good may, ſometimes, come 


que of an Evil Perſon : that a Tyrant may, poſſibly, 


do Juſtice; and an Oppreflor take Pity: of, and 
- vindicate thoſe that are oppreſſed by others; the 


following Story is the ſingle, though it muſt be con- 


feſs'd a very remarkable Inſtance in his Reign. 
About the Year of the World 3998, and tac 


36th after the Nativity of Chriſt, or the Beginning of 


the Chriſtian Æra, in the moſt Famous and Flouriſbing 


* 


(ity of Rome, .liv'd a certain Lady nam'd Paulina, 
deſcended from an Ancient and Noble Family, and 


Was Herſelf. an Ornament to the Nobility of her Birth. 


Is 
* 


ho 


Her Father was of the Patrician Order; "and her 
Anceſtors had been Nebles, from a long Series of 
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Tears, not to ſay fot ſeveral Ages. To this Great? 


neſs of her Predeceſſors, Paulina was an additioual 


Glory : And her Perſonal Merit and Worth, rendred 
her the Admiration of both Sexes 3 tho more pro- 
perly, the Ezvy. of her own. Her Delight was in 
the Kudy of Virtue; in which ſhe made ſuch Pro- 
greſs, that ſhe was not behind the greateſt Profictent. 
Neither did ſhe acquieſce in the bare Theory, but 
zealouſly affected daily to put in Prattice, what- 
ever ſhe improved in the Speculation. By theſe 


Means ſhe had learned Perfectly to be Miſtreſs of 


herſelf, to ſubdue all exorbitant Paſſions, and carty 
herſelf with an Evenneſs of Temper, becoming her 


high Birth and Charaffer, © 3 

As ſhe abounded in all Iaternal Gifts and Excellen- 
cies of Mind, ſo in the External, whether of Body 
or of Fortune, ſhe was not ſhort, She was Toung 


and in her Flowing Years, ſhe ſeem'd the Maſterpiere 


of Nature, a Miracle of Beauty; and was the De- 


light or Torment of all that beheld her. The moſt 
Reſerv'd, and Continent, of Mankind could not ap- 
proach her Perſon, but they were preſently dazzled 
at her Brightneſs ; the Warmer, and more Licentious, 
ot them, could not ſet their Eyes upon her, 
but their Breaſts were pierced, and their Hearts 
were captivated with her Charms. Then, for her 


Firtune, that was very confiderable ; ſhe was valtly 
Rich, of an Eſtate ſufficient to atttact any degene? 


rate Soul, and to make her amiable, had ſhe been 


the moſt deform'd Creature in the Univerſe. © © 


_ Notwithſtanding ſhe was a Nonſuch in Beauty, 
and ſhone, like a Star of the firſt Magnitude, in the 
Orb of Roman Ladies yet was ſhe truly Chaſt, as 


ſhe was Beautiful, and wanted nothing that mig 

give her the Denomination of Excellent, and made 

her a ſecond Lucretia. It is an uſual Obſervation,” 

uiſite Beauty are very rare 
2 Concomitant 
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OC» 
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Concomitant in the ſame Perſon ; but in Paulina they 
were molt Conſpicuous: And her very Enemies ( i 
any could be Enemies to Paulina, excepting thoſe 
who were envious at her great Endowments) were 
obliged to confefs it. 

his Lady before her Marriage, had infinite Ad- 
mirers, and not a few Suiters: For where is that 


Man, whom ſuch Excelencies will not attract? 


That Perſou muſt have had a more than Stoica} 


Apathie, who could behold her, and be inſenſible of 


her Charms,ſo as to receive no Emotions, or Warmth, 
from them. He muſt have been metamorphos'd in- 
to the Condition of Niobe, that would not rather 


venture a Fal, like Phaethon, than not attack o 


bright a Creature, when ever he could gain an or 
yr tunit. | 

Among the many that made their Addreſſes to 
this beauteons Fair, the only happy Perſon was one 
Saturninus, a Nobleman by Birth, equal to Paulina 
by his Deſcent, and in perſonal Excelencies no whit 
her Inferior.” Not one eminent Quality was con- 


ſpicuous in Paulina, (and ſhe had only al that be- 


long to the Female Sex) but was alſo remarkably 


vihble in Saturninus. If in any Thing he exceed- 
ed Her, it was only in ſuch Acquirements as are al- 


moſt peculiar to the Mm; ſich as are Riding the 


Great Hoſe, Military Diſcipline, and a larg er Share | 
of Learning. &c. 

No Wonder then, if being ſo like i in | Qualities, 
5 their Afettions were, with Eaſe, united. *T is com- 
mwmonly obſerv'd, that Lite delights in Like ; and 

tha Goodneſs, like the Magnet, has its attractive 
Faculty. And ſo it prov 'd in this Amour of Satur- 


Niuus and Paulina. Tho” out of the innate Modeſty 
of her Sex (like the Jon towards the Loadſtone) 
ſhe moved more ſlowly, yet ſhe moved ; till being 


2 7 80 le was the Sole Object of his ſincereſt 


Due 
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= the Female Bigot. 5 
Ive; in return for that She, made him the Only, 
- and moſt happy Maſter | of | her' P erſon. | 
Saturninus being married to this Lady, no- 
thing was wanting that might compleat their 
_*# Prilicity. Peace and Amity was their daily Repaſt, 
aud reciprocal Affection was their continual Feaft. 
He being thus bleſt in Her, and She in Him, a 
perfect Calm poſſeſt their Souls ; Serenity was in all 
their Thoughts, and Unanimity in all their Actions. 
What E will'd, She lik d; and what She diſlik d, 
se cou'd not but diſapprove. The greateſt To- 
ken, and the moſt convinciug Proof of a real, and 
* hardly to be diſſolved Friendſhip ! Thus, their Days 
were without Cloud, and their Nights were ſpent 
in mutual Embraces. | 
heſe are the Reſult of an Affection truly Conju- 
gal; theſe ought to be the conſtant Attendants 
upon Hymen, and the marry'd State is ever unſuc- 
= celsful without em. | 
But as the brighteſt Day is ſometimes clouded: 
over, ſo the Trauquillity of this happy Pair was 
greatly interrupted by an unexpected Accident, 
which occaſion'd them no ſmall Diſquiet. At 
this Time, there liv'd in Rome, a Gentleman nam d 
Decius Mundus, one of the Greateſt of the Equeſtri= 
an Order, and, in Riches, inferior to but few of 
the Nobility, This Mundus was in the Bloom of 
his Toath, and full of Fire; a handſome Perſonage, 
and of a liberal Education. Gay and Airy was 
FF his Temper, Gallantry his Delight, and the Conver- 
ation of the Ladies what he moſtly. deſir d; tho“ 
bis Diſpoſition was Amorous, and his Soul too Eaſy 
to receive Impreſſ;ons, from the Charms of Beauty. 
This Gentleman happen'd one Day into the 
Company of Paulina, among other Ladies; where 
ſhe appear'd ſo tranſcendently Charming above 
the reſt, that they a ſeem'd but Pigmies to her, 


” Y ©, OE WOT. 22 
We 


"- 

#2 
Fa 
4 


— — ˙—ęꝛ TIE wr PPAR re nn erm 9 gr = 


„ber, were deſtroy'd in the Embryo, and become 
Albortive; unleſs he cou'd prevail to ſeduce her, 


£527 8 Opportunity will overcome the Proudeſt; and if 1 
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in Beauty. His Soul, as was ſaid before, being 
very ſuſceptible of Impreſſ ;ons, he immediately took 
Fire and became her Save at Sight, This e- 

ag'd him to make ſome Inquiry after the Fair © 
Charmer, Which prov'd but very little to his Sa-. 
ri5faftion : For he ſoon found her to be the Lady 
of Saturninus, and that all his Hopes of enjoying 


to Adulterous Embraces. 
This Diſcouragement of his Paſſion made him 
Ne LE 
tetire, from the Company, ſomething ſooner than 
ordinary, and in ſome Diſorder ; as was obſerv'd 
by ſeveral of the Ladies, tho* none of them had = 
conceiv'd the Reaſon. _ 
Being come Home, he ſtraitways enters his 
Chamber; and commanding every one to depart, 
down he ſits, in a moſt melancholy Poſture, and thus 
complains to himſelf. | 
_ ©, unhappy Decius Mundus! What aft thou do? 
bat mean theſe ſtrange Emotions? 
CID commands; in vain is all Reſiſtancte. 
I feel his Pow'r and muſt ſubmit. But 
what 2 Is not the Charmer marry 4? She is. 9 
What then? She's Nature's Maſter- piece 
Joo great a Treaſure for any one alone to keep. 
| Bes "tis Adulterous to ſeek her. - Adultery 1 is 
common, and Jove himſelf was guilty of it 
Lonly follow his Example. But all the Laws 
forbid it—— There are no Laws againſt Lovw— 
In this Caſe, LOVE is a ſufficient Plea at any 
Bar —— Our greateſt Senators have been Dung, 
and Lov'd no Doubt. Beſides, I have one 2 | 
by Argument will do, I'm ſure ; my Money, —— 
Hat ſheu'd ſhe prove too Chaſt - Inportunity and 


may gueſs ner DIP tion by her Complexion, Fbr- bt: 
wreſſes 1 


» the Female Bigot. 7 
treſſes that have the fineſt Outſide, do not always 
hold out the Longeſt——— But tuill bring a Blemiſh 
upon jour Reputation — Let them value their Re- 

utation, that have Nothing elſe to loſe. I am a- 
bove ſuch Trifles. But ſhould her Husband prove 
Vindiftive. No matter that : . He merits not a 
RX Lady's Favour that fears a Husband's Anger. Be- 
 *X ſides; tis commonly feen, that Hbands vent 
their Eu) rather on their Wives, than their 
"2X Paramours.- However, let him kill me, if he 

cCan, ſo I enjoy Paulina. But will not Heaven 
Z revenge ſuch Actions? I'll offer Hetacombs to 
_* expiate'; then plead the Merit of my Sacrifice, 
and peradventure I may find ſome Favor. 
But how'to let her know my Paſſion, that's a Queſtion. 
To attack her openly wou'd be the greatelt /npu- 
= dence, And to procure a private Conference, conli- 
dering Paulina's Character, is impracticable. — 
Well Il commit my Mind to Miting, and 
truſt ſome faithful Perſon with the Secret to deli- 
ver. But ſuch an one is rare to nud. There are 
but few have that Retentive Fuculty. — And yet 
methinks I have a mighty Opinion of my Man 

Sofia, tho' he is a Slave: I have found him very 
Faithful, in Matters of ſmaller Moment, and ſince T 
muſt confide in ſome body, why not in Him? He 
will ſurely keep his Maſter's Secrets, if not out of 
Love, for Fear of Puniſhment. And *tis reſolv'd, 
I' try him. „„ \ Ds 8 


Here Mundus ended his Soliloquy, and ſitting 
ſilent for a while, at laſt he call d for Pen, Tk, 
3 _ Paper, and writ. Paulina the following E- 
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To the Moſt Beautiful PAULINA, 
Decius MunDus, ſendeth Greet- 
ng. 


4 5 and other excellent Endow- 

ments had reach'd my Ears, long 

6 before I had the Homur to behold 

ce Your Perſon; which was but this 

= —9 on And I no ſooner did, but I was In- 

SE ſtantly ſtruck, as it were with a Thunderbolt, 

| & Jwaltowed up in 2 and could do no- 
45 a elſe but Gaze. Wd 1 


8 Having fi pt chat 8 DEAR LADY, 
© permit my Pen to expreſs the Sentiments of my 


= 166 4 bad Then. done, but wy the u of the 
x * Saprize. | 8 | 


1 « Faireſt of the Fair Sex, I am n ſmitten to „ D* 
e ſtraction, and it is You, Alone, can give me Eaſe. 
EH: 4 The /OUND I have received, is from 
Tou; and You only can ſupply the Healing 
cc Balm, to Cure it. Mo I am, and of what 
. Rank, the Bearer, who is a Perſon You may 
ce confide in, will faithfully relate; if you ſhall do 


e me the Honour to inquire after me. Let me 
+ intreat You to eceßt the Ring, 1 herewith | 
7 * — „ vo | | * _ 12 ; 


= HE Fame of) your unparalle!'d Beau · 


C Heart, and to tell You Now, what my 9 
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« ſend, by the ſame Hand, as a Token of my 5 


* 


A 


moſt ſincere Affection. I requeſt Nothing in 

* Return, but the Happineſs of a ſecond Interview, 

* where . You ſhall pleaſe to appoint ; that I 

may have, once more, the Opportunity to expreſs, 

« viva voce, what my Pen declares, that I am 

. . Yours, and cannot be my own without 
ou· | 


A 


FAREWELL. 


V * 


Having thus finiſht his Epiſtle, he ſeal'd it up; 
and call'd for Sofa ; who being come in, they 
ſhut the Door, when Mundus thus began to diſ- 
cloſe himſelf, 1 | | 


Sofia, ſays he, I have an Afair of extraordinary 


Moment to communicate ; in which your Aſſiſtance will - 


be of great Uſe. There wants not much Artifice 
eow'rds the carrying it on; but only thoſe two good 
Qualities which I have ever obſerud in you, FIDE. 


LITTY and SECRECT. Now you kuow, Sofia, 
¶ have ever been a' kind and tender Maſter to hs 
r 


and if you but anſwer my Expectatian, in the Aſfaii 


- 


am about, I will not only continue my Favour o jon, 


but reward you generouſly befides. To whiich Sofia re- 


ply'd, Sir, ſaid he, Du can but bid, aud 1 ſhalt 


readily obey. Obedience is my Duty, let the Con 


be what it will. And as for Secreſy, I ſwear, the 
Jacred Rites of CERES ſhall not be Apt more 
cloſely. And ſay'ſt thou ſo, my Lad, reply d Mundm .. - & 
in a Rapture, Here take this Letter, and ſee it ſafe  _ © 


— 


deliver d into the Ladies Hand to wham it is directed. 


1 iS. 
. . 


You muſt go to the Palace of Saturninus, and if 


may not be admitted, without Difficulty, to come i 


the Speech of her, wait her coming out, or going , 
aud give it her with all the Privacy imaginable, . 


- 


? 
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hier, he deliver d her the Letter 3 
vj Fery-great Value, enclos d in it. 


our, not at all ſuſpecting the Contents, 


5 * 25 ; * 


ing no more, but that you beg an Anſwer, If ſhe Queſti- 
ons you, ſay all you can in my Favour, let her know my 


CHARACTER, my RICHES, and whar- 


ever may be prevalent ; but above all be ſure extoll my 


2 


p AS SIGN. for her, o the utmoſt. Be careful, 
Soſia, and Tſhall mind you for it hereafter. 


©" Sofra, having receiv'd this Charge, departed, lea- 
ving his Maſter between Hope and Fear of the E- 
vent; in which, if he had but given himſeif a 
little Time to conſider, he would have found very 


little Reaſen to expect Succeſs, t. 
However, Soſa made the beſt of his Way, and 


quickly arriv'd at the Palace of Saturninus; when 


telling his Ba/ineſs to the Porter, he was preſently 
admitted. Paulina happen'd, at that Time, to 


be in the Palace, but was juſt then gone into the 


SaceFum or Chappel, to make her Evening Oraiſons 


dd her Houſehold Gods. Being directed to the 


lace, Sofa waited at the Door, till ſhe returne 
om her Devotions; and taking the Opportunity, juſ 


- 


„ With the Ring, \ 


her aceuſtom'd Can: 


our, ROT. at At - When 
having open'd it, how ſurpriz'd was ſhe, and al- 


4 > 


Paulina receiv'd it, with 


. 
* 
o 


- 


©, + moſt aſtonilt'd, at the Tuſolexce of the Pen , that 


ſent it! Tho' ſhe had more Prudence than to. let 
her Indignation appear to every common Eye, yet 


2 
8 


ſhe could not forbear to ſhew ſome Tokens of 


PUT: 


her Reſentment. © She re-folded the Letter, with 


the Ring, and returning it to the Meſſenger, ſhe 


aid, Let Decius Mundus know, he is miſtaken ; his 
4 +00 DILAinous Defign is plain. I ſcorn both him and all his 
_ Offers. Was he Rome's Emperor, no Fears f diſo- 
ig could prevail. Tell him I honour the immonal, K 
eee eu T7 


the Foals Bigot. 8 11 


N and that's enough. Having ſaid this, ſhe 
immediately went forward to her Appartment, for- 
bidding him her Preſence any more. 

Sofia had, then, no more to do; but to return 
to his Maſter, which he did; and an unwelcome 
Miſſenger he was. Mundus receiv'd Paulina's An- 
ſwer, but with much Chagrin ; at firſt it ſtruck 
him Dumb, but at laſt he burſt forth into the 
. moſt horrid Exec ations. Such is the Impotence of 
* human Nature, when ſpurr d by Luſt, no Curb can 
7 keep it in. | 
7 It was ſome Time, before he ſcem'd to have the 
3 leaſt Glympfe of Reaſou in him: His Paſſion had 
Adeſtroy d it. But, by Degrees, the effac'd Image 
= Cf Auel began to revive, his Fury cool'd, and 


the Weather grew a little calmer. Then it was | 
= that he came to a ſecond Reſolution; to take ano- 

"2 ther Courſe, and find out ſome She Iutimate of Pau- 

* lind's, to whom he might impart his Mind, and 

*Z bribe to make an Jztereſt in that Lady). 

: This was quickly done by 4 Help of his 

4 Gold, and Camilla, Waiting woman to Paulina, was 7 
engag d in the Affair; which ſhe manag'd with 3 
ſuch Dexrerity and Induſtry, that if Paulina's Vir : 


tue had not been impregnable, the Fortreſs 1 mult have 

been given up, and Mundus had certainly been i in 
Fefe, I 
Camilla was a Woman of genteel Education, Pers 44 oY 
ſonable, of a graceful Air 3. Men; a ready Wit, 55 
and good Addreſs; had Words at Mill and was, x» 
A fit to accompliſh any Thing ſhe undertook in 5 8 AY 
May of Perſuaſion. She was Excellent at Char +. © 
ster, which ſhe eou'd heighten or diminith, as the 2 7 7 1 4 
3 pleas'd, to Admiration. To be in her Eſteem w B 
1 o be above the common R A N K of JR” 7 2 
and to be out of her Favour was to be the moſt 7 3 
0 * Creature in the Univerſe. e 
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12 Heathen Prieſtcraft, or 
This Woman being a conſtant Attendant of Pau- 
lina, had frequent Opportunities to inſtill into 
her what ſhe pleas d; and was fo much in her Fa- 


vour, that ſhe had the Liberty to ſay, even what ſhe 
won d, without Reſentment. This ſhe knew well 


| enough, and having embark'd herſelf in the Inte- 
*  - weft of Mundus, no Opportunity was omitted by 
| her, to further his Deſign. Mundus was the 
| continual Subject of her Diſcourſe ; ſometimes ſhe 
1 extoll'd his Equipage, his generous Houſe-keeping, 
©. - and the Grandure of his Living: At other Times 
8 ſhe was no leſs laviſh, in the Commendation of his 
bl Perſon, and Accompliſhments, never failing to ſet 


him out as the moſt Handſome of his own,' and the 
Delight of the fairer cx. "RE a 
Had not Paulina been a Lady of invincible Cha- 
. flity, her Commendations of him might have rai- 
' fed ſome Meas in her, and prevailed with her tb 10 
favour him with her Converſation. But Camilla 3 
only beat the Vind, and her Lady heard all her 
Diſcourſes, with the greateſt Unconcernednefs ima- 
ginable, never giving her any Opportunity to 
Nee from him. * iN 
Mundus was conſtantly inform'd of Camilla's En- 
deavours for him, and how unſucceſsful they / 
 _ prov'd; when Paulina's tacit Contempt of him did 1 
but the more increaſe his Flame. At laſt, he re- ; 
| ſolv'd to write her another Letter, and bribe Ca- 
milla to deliver it to Her herſelf, In it, he ex- 
preſt his Paſſion for her in the moſt endearing” 
And pathetic Terms, omitting nothing that mint 
Induce her to a Compliance. He plainly told 
her what he requeſted of her, and offer'd her 
200000 Drachmaes, which (amounts to 60007. in 
our Monch,) for the laſt Favour, or a Night's Lodging: 
Camilla, being dazzled with the Reward, unn? 
dertook to do it; and, with a Fort peculiar to 


„ 


4 1 
0 | * 
. 
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ſome People, ſhe perform'd it, within a few 
Hours, after ſhe receiv'd it. Paulina was fitting 
in her Parlonr alone, when in comes Camilla. 
Madam, ſays ſhe, Here's a Letter for your Ladyſhip. 
When Paulina inquir'd who brought it, Camilla 
reply'd ſhe cou'd not tell ; but that it was given 
her at the Lodge, juſt before. Having broke the 
Seal, and opeir'd it, Paulina ſoon run over the 
Contents, but with what Indignation! All her Si- 
its were immediately in a Ferment, and not a 
Part about her but was in the greateſt Diſorder. 

At laſt ſays ſne, Camilla, I plainly ſee your 
Treachery, Mundus is a Villain and you a Jilt; 


Was you as Dear to me as the Apple of my Eye, 


you ſhou'd be gone. To think I'd prove Diftoy- 
al to my Husband's Bed, is it not the greateſt 
Impudence? And then endeavour to ſeduce me too? 
Catiff, be gone, and ſee my Face no more. But take 
your Letter with you, and let that Fellow know I 
ico Bone . 
Camilla wou'd fain have excus'd herſelf, but it 
was to no Purpoſe; Paulina was now become 


Deaf to all her Khetoric, and ſending for the Se? 


ward of her Houſehold, order d Camilla to be diſ- 
charg'd forthwith. _ 3 af 

1] News flies apace. The Account of Camilla's 
Diſcharge was not long, before it 'reach'd the Ears 
of Mundus; and it is almoſt impoſſible to ex- 
preſs the Concern he was under, for this Diſappoint- 
ment. His Grief was ſo inſupportable, that he 
fainted under the Weight; his Heart was well 
nigh Dead within him, and his former chearful 
Looks were chang'd to Languiſhing, and Deſpair. 


After ſome Time he came to this Reſolution, s 


x 


the Dernier Reſort, to Cure his Malady, to Starve 
 bkimſelf, REASON now became, in a Man- 
. +>. 55 HY n : N EN * „ ner, 
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N 


ner, extin& in him, and very little but Sab. were 


heard from him. 
This unhappy Accident brought no ſmall Con- 


cern, to the whole Family ; for when the Head is 


out of Order, the Body will be diſcompos'd. 


The Reſolution Mundus had taken, ſhorten'd 


their Plenty, and made the Houſe a kind of De- 


fert Place, becauſe their Maſter wou'd receive no 


5 7ſits. 
At that Time, in the Family of Mundus's Fa- 


ther, liv'd one JD E, a Freed-woman, of a ready 


Invention and deep Contrivance; a Perſon cut out 
for Intreague, and ready to perpetrate any Dehn. 
This Ide had got ſome Information of Rande, O 
Paſſion, and the Cruelty he deſignd upon himſelf ; 
which latter was now grown but too evident, be- 


. cauſe he already began to pine away, to ſhrink 
from his Cloaths, and /ook like one that was deep- 


ly gone in a Conſumption. Ide ſeeing this, and 
having a very great Regard for the Welfare of 
Mundus, deſir d, one Day, to be admitted into bis 


Chamber, ro communicate an Affair of extraor- 


dinary Moment. 

Mundus being inform'd of her Requeſt, ſhe had 
quick Acceſs; and begging Pardon for her Boldneſs 
ſhe went on thus. Sir, it is with the greateſt Con- 
tern that I ſee you in this lamentable Condition, and 
I am come to propoſe an Expedient, will give you Eaſe. 


Have a good Heart, recollef} your Reaſon, and return 
to your accuſtonfd Way of Living; Eat, Drink," aud 
Enjoy your ſelf, as you us'd to do, and J will forſar 


my Life, if I do not procure you an Intervieu, and free 
Acceſs to Paulina. Mundus had known Ide to be 2 
Wimai of admirable Contrivance, and a deep Reach, 


And therefore he hearken'd the more attentively, 
to her. But how, ſaid he, do you propoſe to Effet 
| ub 2 N ? Be pleaſed Sir, ſaid ſhe, zo ler me wr _ 
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tale my own Meaſures; but furniſh me with 25000 
Drachmaes, leave the Reſt to me, and my Life for yours, 
yon ſhall accompliſh your Deſires. Mundus, as a Man 


that is drowning, catches at every Tuigg, readily 


takes the Bait. He was ready to grant her any 
Thing, ſo he might but obtain Paulina; neither 
did Ie fail him in her Promiſe. The Money was 


preſently order'd her, and ſhe forthwith receiv'd 
$64 587 a LORDS eee 
Mundus being revived by 1de's Speeches, and not 
doubting what a cunning conrriving Woman might 
effect, began to take Heart; and conceive jrejþ 
Hopes. He eat as uſual, and was ſomewhat 


chearful, though a little in Suſpenſe, between Hope 


_ Ide, in the mean Time, forms her Project, and 
ſhapes. her Courſe quite another Way from others, 
that had ſollicited Paulina before. She had been 
certainly, inform'd, that Paulina was a prodi- 
gious Bigot to her Religion, and deeply devoted to 
the Service of ISIS, hoſe Temple ſhe daily fre- 
Pe and was à zealous Benefactreſs to her 


Prieſts and ever ſubmitting. herſelf to their Dre: 


tions. The Knowledge of this gave her great 
Grounds; to expect, could ſhe bring them over to 
the Intereſt of Muudus, and to imbark themſelves 
in this Afair, ſhe might quickly make her Maſter 
Bap lun in od gb bog; 45:10 0b Hielmut 
Upon this View, away ſhe goes to the Tem? 


Drachmges in her Hand. Theſe, ſhe knew, were a 
Maſter-key,\ that could unlock any Doors, that were 
not ſhut to Intereſt. By help of theſe, ſhe knew: 

the ſtrongeſt Cities had been taken, the fineſt Caſtles 
won, and even while they made the moſt obſtinata 
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16 Heathen Prieſtcraft, of 
Being arm'd with theſe, ſhe gives the Onſer, 
and attacks the Prieſts; ſhe ſhews them what a 
Sum of Money ſhe had ready for them, and pro- 
miſes as much more, if they will engage with her 
in a certain Defign, and effect it; which ſhe aſſures 
them it is in their Power to do. | 
The Appearance of ſo much ready Money, was 
much more grateful ro them, than would have been 
the Appearance of their Goddeſs ; for they were 
not ſuch Sozs, but that they knew it was much 
more beneficial ; and the Bait was too delicious to 
be refus'd. Wherefore, like Bees about a Pot of 
Honey, they ſwarm about the welcome Meſſenger, 
and every one deſires ardently to know what ſhe'd 
propoſe. And while they were all gaping upon 
her, with the greateſt Atrention ; ſhe thus ſpoke. 
- © I ſuppoſe, ſaid ſbe, you all know, or at leaſt 
1 2 * have heard of my Maſter, Decius Mundus; a 
e Man of ng inferior Character, being of the E- 
e queſtrian Order. My Meſſage to you, is from 
* him. He is in Love; but the Lady is moſt obſti- 
© mately ſet againſt him, and will by no Means 
* © hearken to his Addreſſes. She flies him like a 
* Bafilis or a Cockatrice, and will not ſuffer him 
to come into her Sight. Could he procure an 
* Interview with her, he doubts not of Succeſs. 
* Bur as it is, he ſighs, and pines, and ſtarves 
“ himſelf for Grief; and die he will, unleſs ſome 
Means be found to eaſe him. Poor Gentleman, 
ery'd one ot the. graveſt among the Prieſts, tis a 
thouſand. Pities : But who is that cruel Lady that has 
done him all this Miſchief. She is, ſaid Ide, a per- 
fell Devotee . to your Temple, and I do not queſtion the 
Tifluence you may have over her, if. you are willing. 
 » Filling, ſays another of the Prieſts, Ny fbould 
not we be willing? DECIUS MUNDWUS..i- © 
2 Gentleman, and we will ſerve him all we can Me! 
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Fathers, but This ſhe had a more than ordinary 
Regard for. 


the Female Big Of. 17 


po all Lengths to do it. But Fathers, re ply'd Ide, there 


is one great Obſtacle ——Here ſhe ſtopt, when the 


eldeſt of the Prieſts, {aid angrily, What does the Mo- 


man mean? Why dont ſhe go on? Obſtacle, What 
Obſtacle ? 1s the Lady married ? She is, ſaid le, and 


that's our great Mi fortune. She is Saturninus Lady, 


the Lady Paulina is the Perſon. That is ſomething un- 
lucky, ſaid the Senior, but however Leave us the Mo- 
ney, and if I don t bring them together, to bath their 


Satisfaction, II. forfeit my Prieſthood. 


lde thought herſelf ſafe enough, now ſhe: had 


got the Prieſts into the Secret; and paying the Mo- 


ney down, ſhe departs. 
When de was gone, the Matter was canvaſs'd 
by the Conclave, ' the I/ays and Means were ſettled, 


and the Management of the whole AM fair was left 


tothe Diſcretion of the Senior: As being a Perl. 
of the greateſt Gravity, the longeſt known 


and who for his venerable Aſpect, had the great- 
eſt Influence over Paulina. He, good Man, conſi- 
- dering how tedious any, even the leaſt, Delay is to a 
1 LOVER, reſolv'd to be as Expeditions as he could; 


and accordingly repairs forthwith to the Palace of 
Saturninus. Being come to the Gate, he gives in 
his Name, and requeſts to ſpeak with Paulina. It 
Was enough, / that a PRIEST was there, to 
gain Admittance. He was immediately introdu- 
ced, and Paulina receiv'd him with a moſt be- 
coming Reſpect: For She had ſuch a profound Ve- 
neration far the Order, that ſhe eſteem'd them all as 


He made but a ſhort Stay, beben he told Pate 


| ina that he had a Me Hage of great Importanes to | 
communicate, but that it muſt be deliver'd in B 5 


vate. Wheg the poor Lady, not at all ſuſpecting 


we did enſue, * takes him into her - 


Cloſet 


EY 


18 Heathen Trieſtcraft, or 
Cloſet, being as eager to know his Buſineſs, as he 
was deſirous ſhe ſhould : And I pray, Father, ſaid 

ſhe, What is this Secret you have to reveal to me? 
Madam, reply d he, you ate the happieſt Woman living, 
being thus Belov d of the immortal Gods. No Lady 
ever receiv'd fach Honour, as is conferr d on you, un- 


* leſs you ſlight it. Pray Sr, explain yourſelf, 180 


. Paulina, 1 know not what you mean. Why then, ſays 
he, Madam, I am ſent to you by the God ANUBIS; 
who appeared to me the laſt Night, and charged me to 
let you know, that he is enamour d with your Virtues, 
and ſurpriz.'d into Love with jour Perſin ; that he de- 
fires to converſe with you, and will meet you this Night, 
in the Temple of Ilis. Paulina was immediately 
* at this News, not in the leaſt doubt- 
ing the Truth of it, becauſe it came from her 
PRIEST; and little dreaming of the latent 
Treachery, promiſed to do herſelf the Honour of 
giving ANUBIS a Ab at the Time * 
oante 
The Confidence ſhe repos di in * Prieſt, was 
a ſufficient; Motive for her Compliance; not doubt- 
ing but his Perſon was Veracious, as his Function 


was eſteemed Sacred; til ſhe found his Faun to 
& Her Sorrow, 


The Promiſe Paulina had given * of an r 


8 Þ vie with the God 4 NU 32 IS, had anſwer'd his 


Intention; and he ſoon withdrew, to inform his 
Altdier, of the Succels. 


Pleas'd they were, no Doubt; for broſperous 
e is always commended. | 

e was rejoic'd to hear the News; and Mundus | 
was tranſported beyond Meaſure, at her Recital of 
it. Thanks were not ſufficient for the Joyful Ti- 
ÞAings ; ; He caughr her in his Arms, embrac'd and LE 
W her ten thouſand Ti imes, gg the en 9 


1 
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32 eſt Vows of Friendſhip, and tte ud Proſe 
1 for her Future Encour ragement. 
f As the Proſpect of approaching Happineſs makes the 
» . Time go heavily along, till we come to the Huition 
bol it, ſo it was with Mundus: Every Minute ſeem d 
s an Hour; and the Sun, he thought, mov'd flower 
than uſual, towards the lower Hemiſphere, and 
43 fſeemdro linger in his Journey ro- the Antipodes. 
XZ _ In the mean Time, while Mundus was in ſuch 
Anxiety, and a Sort of Purgatory, between Hope 
and Fear, Paulina was all Alart, full of Sati faction, 
and big with Expectation of the happy Hour of the 
Appointment. Several Ladies of the firſt-Rank paid 
their Vſſits to Paulina that Day; to whom ſhe com- 
municated this Affair, with the greateſt Pleaſure, and 
ſeem'd highly delighted with the Repetition of it. 
The Amorous Sollicitations of a ſuppoſed Deity were 
ſo grateful to her, that ſhe ſeem'd to herſelf in Hæa- 
ver, with the Thought of them. 4 
As Night came on, ſhe took an Opporanicy to 
diſcloſe this whole Affair, to her Husband Satur- 
ninus; and told him what ſhe had promiſed. He, 
raking it to be nothing but the Strength of Imagina= 
tion, and being ſufficiently ſatisfied of the Invin- 
cible Chaſtity of his Wife, was willing-to comply 
with her Humour, and conſented ſhe ſhould go. 
With the Cunſent of Saturnmus, juſt as the Sun 
had left the upper Regions, ſhe repaits te the Tem- 
ple, where the Prieſts ſtood eddy to recetoe her, 
with the profoundeſt Reſpect. Being introdue d hy 
them, into an Apartment deſigned for her Eutertain- 
ment, ſhe told em, ſbe was come according to her Pro- 
miſe, not doubting the Completion of her defived Happi- 
neſs, before her Departure. When they all aſſür d 
her that Anvbis would be Punctunl; and dilcover 
himſelf to her; when the Temple ſhould be Det, 
the Gates lock d up, and the Lamps extinguiſh'd: 
2 g Paulina | 
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20 Heathen 2 rieſtcraft, * 
Paulina was greatly pleaſed at what they told 
her, and filently wiſh'd the Time was come... f 
By and by, Supper being ready, ſhe was invited 


to it, and condeſcended; little imagining how 


gear it would coſt her, and how Fatal it would 
prove. With this, and a long Paxegyric upon 


 ANUBIS, and the Honour he did her, they pro- 


traced the Time, till the Hour requir'd they ſhould 
break up Company, and retire every one to his Re- 
18. | 
While the Prieſts were thus acting their Inhuman 
Part in this Tragedy, Mundus being inform'd of 
the Succeſs of their Stratagem, repairs forthwith to 
the Temple, and was convey'd in, with all Secreſy, 
to a private Corner, juſt by the Apartment where 
Paulina was to remain, in Expectation of the Hea- 
ven Viſion. And all Things being now in Readi- 
weſs for the Perpetration of their Helliſh Contrivance, 
the Gates of the Temple were ſhut up; and put- 
ting out the Lights, they retired to their Cells, 
leaving Paulina to the Embraces of the feign'd 
ANUBIS. | 


* 2 * * 


Haulina had not been long in Bed, when Mundus 


— 


impatient of Delay, and Eager in Purſuit of the Prey, 
that was then deco; d into his Nets, approach'd her 


Perſon, and, with a Voice affecting ſomething more 


than Human, ſays he, Paulina, I am the God ANU- 


BIS, whoſe Altars thou haſt fo often honcur'd, with the 
ah Preſents ; I Love thee, both for thy' Perſon aud 
Hirtues, and am come this Night to Reward them with 


my Embrace. 


Paulina not doubting, upon the Credit ot the 
Priefts, but that it was the Real ANUBIS, 


Who thus 2ddreſs'd her, was raviſh'd. with his 


Speeches ; and making no Reply, Indus took it for 


pranted that ſhe Conſented by her Silence, and that 


* | 
1 


= 


EY 
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_ Fd De 


the Fort was ready. to ſurrender at Diſcreti6e.. 
Whereupon Mundus inſtantly jumps into her Arms ; 
and if the Wiling Perſon ſuffers no Injury, He did 
her None. 

But as Perſons may ſometimes be deluded into 2 
Compliance to their own Prejudice, and may con- 
ſent to an Evil, under the Appearance of Good; ſo 
it happen'd with-Paulina, The Embraces of Mun- x 
dus were as freely receiv'd, as they were freely gi- 
ven; and we know, fri ourſelves, how Free 
thoſe are, when we come to the Enjoyment of the 
Object of our Affections. Mundus, under the Diſ- 

guiſe of ANUBIS, was as welcome to her longing 
— as ANUBIS himſelf could have been, had 
he been there. No Endearments, on either Side, 
were wanting, that might increaſe their Satisfa- 
ction, and melt them into Raptures. _ 

Thus they lay, but with little Sleep ; he knowing 
that he embraced the ſo much defir'd. Paulina; 
while ſhe, poor Creature, only believ d that the 
embrac'd ANUBIS. 

At laſt the hated Light drew on; Hated becauſe 
it would put an Eud to their Enjoyments': And the 
Hour call'd, that Mundus ſhould retire, and leave 
Paulina, for Fear 4 Diſcovery ; when claſping her 
in his Arms, and imprinting Myriads of 2 on 
her Lips; at laſt he ſays, tho' moſt unwillingly 


and with the greateſt Regret ; Farewel: my Dear > * 


PAULINA, I muſt be gone; the Morning Altar, 


call me to attend my Temples.” Live jou ever Mind. 


ful of ANUBIS, and ANUBIS will ever | 
love PAULINA 


Having ſaid thus, he departed, highly: Gariahs . 
that he had thus accompliſh'd his Defre, and ob- 


tain d his End. The Prieſis, who had been privy 
| 0 end een Delufinn, were none of them ſtir- 


„ i eee 


— 2 


22 Heathen Prieflcraft, or 
ring, when he went, and he got Home undeſcry d 
f an 
| It "9 Fair Day before Paulina roſe, and PER 
he was dreſs'd, having firſt returned Thanks to 
the Prieſts, for the Happin js ſhe had received by 
their Means, ſhe returned Home; and aſſur d her 
Husband, that ANUBIS had appear d unto 
her, and converſed with her: Nay, and ſhe told 
certain of her Familiars, in what Manner he had 
treated her; eſteeming it the Greateſt Honour that 
ever befel any Roman. The moſt of her Acquain- 
zance, knowing her ſtri& Virtue, ſuppos d it to be 
Friction, and that ſhe had only a Mind to divert 
them with a Srory, for which there was no 
Ground : Some, that were more Credulous, were 
amazed at the Relation . of it, and Tn 
her upon the Honour ſhe had receiv'd. 

But this Seve of Satisfaction was quickly alter 4; ; 
their Day was clouded, and a Fatal Storm enſued, 
through the Indiſcretion, of Mundus. 

Mundus was now throughly cured of his Di- 
ſtemper, his melancholy Fit was orer, and he ap 
r e in Pablick as he us'd to do. 
About three Days after, Mundus, or the pre- 
ended ANUBIS, had the Mi fortune (and we 
may well call it ſo, from the Conſequence it 
. d) to meet Paulina; and in an Inſolent 
Amer making up to Her, he inſulted her with 
theſe zauming Expreſſiang It hank you, Paulina, ve- 
2 much, for your Great Kindneſs; fince you have ſaved. 
1 20 οοο Drachmaes, uluch might have. 3 4 
ver) pretty Shew, among the reſt af your Treaſure: You 
"hk hade lad em, you know'; and I am wonderfully 
0 ed that jou have Jatisfied my Defires without them. 
When Hull ANUBIS and jou meet. again, Pau⸗· | 
ina 2. T ran aſſure you, I um not at all.concern'd.that 5% 
ene Ahle Mundiis under that Name; ſince Mun- 
55 dus 
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the Female Bigot. 23 
dus has gain d his Ends, under the Name and Per- 
ſon of ANUBIS. Having ſaid thus, he de- 
parted, leaving Paulina in the greateſt Confuſſon. 
So great was her Diſorder, ſhe knew not how to 
proceed where ſhe was going; and it was a Que- 

jon with her, Whether ſhe ſhould return ro her 
Husband, or fly ro ſome Deſert Place, and live for 
ever in Obſcurity. Reaſon at laſt prevail'd, and ſhe 
return'd Home to the Palace G Saturninus; but 
how diſcompos'd was ſhe ? It was viſible. to all 
about her, that her Temper was unhing d, and all 
her Spirits in a Ferment. 

As ſoon as ſhe came Home, ſhe immediately 
goes to Saturninus, and falling down at his Feet, 
implores his Pardon. Saturninus being ſurpriz'd 
at this unuſual Jay of Addreſs, preſently takes 
her up, and askes her what ſhe means: O, my 
Lord, ſays ſhe, 1 am undone, and if you.” don't. "Re- 
venge my Injury. 


had been deluded into it by the Prieſts, with the 
Manner ho ſhe came to know the Cheat. 


From this Time, Paulina loſt all her -wonted: 


 Chunfulaefs; a. continual Cloud ſat upon ther:Brow, 
and a Dejefedneſs overſpread her Couutenance. 


Her Smiles were turn'd to &rowns, Sighs were her 


_ Muſick, and her Meat and Drink were Tears: Su- 
turninus was not leſs concern'd at this unhappy 


Accident than Paulina, tho he conceal'd his K- = al 
| Jentments ſomething more. He had already de- 


termined to vindicate Paulinas Honour, and re- 


venge himſelf; but the Queftics was, which Way 
Was moſt Expedient ; ; whether he ſhould do it in a 


Public, or a priunte Manner. At laſt, he came 
to chis 3 To. ako his Diſg ate Lüders 


* 1 ro 
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-Here a Floud of Tears. burſt © 
out, and ſtopt the: Current of her Speech, for A 
while; at laſt, recovering, ſhe proceded, and dif- 
cover'd: to him the whole Iatreague, and how ſne 
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24 Heathen Prieftcraft, or 
to the Emperor, with all the Particulars of it; and 
Petition. him for Juſtice. This Method ſeem'd to 
him the - moſt juſtifiable; and indeed it was ſo- 
' Becauſe, tho' an Injury may be to a private Per- 
ſon, yet as it is againſt the Laus, it ought to be 
Cogniſable to them, and they ought to puniſh ir. 
Saturninus had Audience of the Emperor, upon the 
firſt Application, and a Promiſe of Juſtice, The 
very Relation of the Fat, as far as he knew, 
made ſuch Impreſſions. upon Tiberius, that they 
rais d in him two very different Emotions, at the 
ſame Time; to wit Pity and Abhorrence : Pity and 
Cumpaſſion for injur d Innocence, the innocent Pauli- 
na; Hatred and Abhorrence of the Fact, and an 
uncommon Indignation againſt the Perſons concern'd 
in it. Thoſe that knew the Character of Tiberi- 
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ectation, that he would revenge this Violation 
1 of Chaſtity, which himſelf was ſo prone to. But 
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_ order'd the Prieſts, immediately, to be brought 
before him, and to be examin d ſtrictly concern- 
1 CVlll 5 rag] 1k 
The Officers that were ſent to apprehend 
them, came upon them unawares, and when they 

thought but little of it. They were taken napping, 
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form a Scheme to palliate, or evade, the Accuſation. 
Being brought before Tiberius, and examin'd, all 
together, they pleaded Ignorance of the Fut, de- 
mnying that they ever ſaw, or ſpoke to Mundus. 

But when they came. to be ſeparately, and croſs- 

examin'd, ſome Expreſſions dropt, that rendred 
them more and more ſuſpe&ed; tho* not ſuffici- 

ent to convict them. = ES HO M 44 
When Paulina perſiſted in the Accufation, 


— 4 


they 


us, and his Aanner of Living, had very little Ex- 


it happen d otherwiſe than was thought ; for he 


as we uſe to ſay, ſo that they had no Time to 


objected that ſhe was Hpochondriac, that th 
T whole 
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d ö | whole Story was the Creature of a Disemper'd 
0 


o Brain, and nothing elſe but Imagination: That f 
this was evident to all People; and that ſome 
- WF they believ'd, were then in Court, that had heard 
e her ſay, She had had Carnal Knowledge of the 

Z God ANUPBIS, as well as themſelves ; and 
e that it was only the Efef of Vapours, that A- 
e BIS was now chang d into Decius Mundus. 
„ Hitherto, they had made but little Diſcovery 
y from the Prieſis, when Mundus himſelf was 
e brought before the Emperor, and was ſo far from 
d denying the Fact, that he glory d in it, and ac- 
— knowledged his Abettors; which were lde, and 
n the Prieſts, by her Inſtigation. He own'd himſelf 
a extremely oblig'd to them for the A¶iiſtance they 
had given him in this Affair; and averred ſo- 
- lemnly that he wou'd Act the ſame again, cou d 4 
7 he regain the like Opportunity * | 
t The Truth being thus elear'd, by the Evidence 1 
e of Paulina, and the Confeſſion of Mundus, Tibes 
t rius proceeded to Judas t. 
* As for Ade and the Prieſts, they were Sentene'd to I 
be hanged ; She for corrupting, and They for being 
J corrupted by her. The Dignity of their Office was 0 
7 a great Aggravation of their Crime : that They, 
\ whoſe Office it was to guide, and ſer a good Ex= 
j ample to the World, ſhould not only run Riot 5 
„ themſelves, but bring the Gods into the Scrape, 
and by caſting an Odium upon Them, . deſtroy 
Religion and make the Profeſſors of it deſpis d; 
it was unpardonable ——Befides; notwithſtand- 
; ing the little Regard HE had for any Thing 
| that was Good, he well knew that to bring the. 
# Altars into Diſreſpect, was the Shorteſt Jay to 


depretizte rhe Inperial Dignity, to obſcure the 
Crown, and make the 1 ſelf eee | 
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ore, his Reaſen totally eclips'd, and had 
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But the Emperor's Anger did not ſtop here; 
To ſhew his Hatred (tho' I do not ſay. it was 
ſo much real, as political) he caus'd the Temple, 
being the Place where this horrid Villany was com- 
mitted, to be pull'd down, and the Satue of A- 
NUBTIS to be caſt into the River Tyber. An 


exemplary Piece of Juſtice, tor ſo remarkable a Piece 


of” Impiety! 1878 ö 
But Decius Mundus was not puniſh'd yet, and 


ſomething was to be done with him. It was not 
reaſonablèe that he ſhould eſcape Scot- free, who 


had been the main Actor in the Sin, tho' not in 
the Contrivance, A condign Puniſhment was there- 


fore to be invented for him, but not ſo rigorous ; 


for indeed the Circumſtances of his Crime deſerv'd 
more Favonr. 


Tiberius took ſome Time to conſider of That. 


When being not inſenſible of the Charms of Beau- 
ty and what Love can do, he knew the better, how 
to commiſerate ſuch as err'd upon that Score. Af- 
ter the ſtricteſt Inquiry he found that Mundus had 
been. ſmitten with the Charms of Paulina, at the 
firſt Sight; a Thing often happens to the moſt 
gener cus Souls, and ſuch as are moſt diſpos'd, ac- 
cording to their natural Frame and Conſtitution, to re- 


ceive the Impreſſions of LOVE and FRIENDSHIP; 


that the Blow had been ſo Irreſiſtible and Quick, that 
Lightning was not more, or more Irrecoverable. ( * 
He found that Mundus would have courted 
her Embraces in a lauful Method, and with all the 
Honour that was poſſible, had ſhe not been mar- 


"Iy'd; that he would have ventur'd his Al, and 


deem'd the World well loſt, to gain the Prize he 
ſo much valued. That Cupid's Shaft was ſunk ſo 
deep into his Breaſt, and the fatal Poiſon had got 
ſo much the Aſcendant over him, that his Faculties 


let 
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left no Room for Thought, except that one, viz- 
How he might come to enjoy Her. In fine, he 


found that it was nothing elſe but Love, and the 


Violence of that Unruly Paſſjon,. that had put him 


upon theſe Legal Practices. 


Theſe Confiderations, and ſome others, in- 
duc'd Tiberius to inflict a milder Puniſhment upon 
Mundus, than he had upon Ide, and the Prieſts; 
and commanding him to be brought before him, 
he paſt this Sentence upon im. 


J have weighed, ſaid TIBERIUS, with mature De- 
liberation, the Demerits of this horrid Action, commit- 
ted by thee, in Conjunction with the Prieſts, and Ide, 
upon Paulina; whereof thou art convicted. The Da- 
mage ſhe has ſuſtain'd is iri eparable ; and They have 
all receiv'd the due Reward of what they acted ; be- 
cauſe they did it out of a Sordid Baſe and Groveling 
Principle. But for thy Part, Decius Mundus, for- 
aſmuch as the Principle, on which thou diaſt begin, 
was Generous, and the Cauſe was real Love, tho", up- 
on the Repulſe, it degenerated and turn'd into Luft - As 


I think thee not ſo guilty to deſerve Death, ſo neither 3 


do J eſteem thee fit to live among us. I therefore Sen- 
tence thee to perpetual Baniſhment, Henceforth live ex- 
il'd, from RO ME, from ITALY, thy Native 
City, Father's Houſe, and Country; and, what would 
once have ſeem'd the moſt inhuman Kander live exit 4 


from PAULINA. 
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Qui neſcit Diſſimulare, Neſe it Viwere. 0 2 | 


1 N the famous City of London, WN ; 
x Bs as ſome Hiſtorians relate, had its G- 
riginal, as well as its Name, from 
the antient and noble King LU, 
: near that ſacred and celebrated Edi 2 
fice,, which is as fam d for the Contrivance and 
ee of it, as remarkable for the ſoar- 


Ex; 30 e Piety, or 
. Dragon, with expanded 7/ings, upon the Sum- 
mit of its Hire; not many Years ago liv'd a Ci- 

' tizen, jult ſet up for himſelf, of a good Trade, 
and tolerable Reputation, both as to his Humor 
And Fairneſs of Dealing. 

: This Perſon, for Diſtinct ion abe, we ſhall call 
Philedon ; chuſing rather to uſe a Feigned Name, 
than none at all, or indeed than his own; for Fear 
of Offence. 

Philedon had been born of honeſt and ſubſtantial 
Parents, and Educated accordingly ; tho' he was 
left an Orphan, at about the Age of Thirteen, The 
Fortune that was left him by his Father was con- 
ſiderable, and ſufficient to equipp a Beginner, in 
= moſt of the beſt Trades profeſs'd in that Metro- 
3 polis. The Guardians, to whole Direction he had 
; been committed, took Care to have him Qualifi- 
al for Buſineſs; and at Sixteen, with his own 
Approbation, they put him out an Apprentice to 
2 Gxrocer; which is à Tradg of no (mall Credit, fn 
be”: that City. Having ſerv'd feven Years, according 
to Cuſtom, and the Term of his Servitude being 
now expir'd; Philedon was become his owt Ma- 
ſter, ana ſet up for himſelf, having rented a very 
good Houſe and fit for his Purpoſe, near that Bra- 5 
zen Monſter J juſt now mention d. my 
Being thus ſettled, he began to live a little more 
freely; than he had done before ; allowing him- 

- {elf in ſome Things, which perhaps he had not 

been allow'd, during the Time of his Confine- 
ment with his Maſter ; viz. a Bottle, Company, late 
Hours ſometimes, GWG. 5 

| Having indulg'd himſelf cheſs Pleaſures, 6. 
Tear or two, he began to find that it Jl woe 
3 redound to his Advantage; and that he rather- 

went backward, and impair'd his Eſtate, than 
| advanc di I. Whereupan he came to a neu Reſo- 
e, WE 


3 
. © 
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lution with himſelf; to Steer a different Courſe, to 
Take-up in Time, and Endeavour to repair what 
he had loſt, by better Management for the Fu- 
ture, | | | | 4 

He had been engag'd in a certain Club, or Society, 
of Jovial Companions, that us'd to meet every 

Night, at a Tavern in his Neighbourhood ; where 

they ſpent their Evening, and ſometimes prolong d 


it, to very unſeaſonabie Hoars, in the Delights of 
Bacchus; and, what happens but too often in ſuch 
| Meetings, in very unprofitable Diſcourſes. This 
Companioury he reſolved to ſhake off, to reje& their 
Temptations, and betake himſelf to a better Settle- 
ment. | | | 
He was a fingle Man, and till now, his Mind had 
been diverted from the Thoughts of Marriage, by the, 
Enjoyment he had in Company, and the Converſa- 
tion of his own Sex, to which he was wholly addi- 
cted. But now his Humour was quite altered; 
and the Bent of his Iuclination, having weighed 
the Advantages that might accrue to him from a 
marry d State, was turn d another Way. He was 
ſenſible that his former Method of Living, had 
brought a Blemiſh upon his Reputation; and made, 
him obnoxious to Cenſure; That it was his Bufi. 
8 eſs, firſt, to repair that Damage, to retrieve. his. 
_ boft Character; and then he might venture ro Try. 
his Fortune for a Wife. © „ : 


Being arm'd with this Reſolution, he determines 
alſo to declare it to his Night Companions of the 
Bottle, and to make an Experiment how they 
* would reſent it. FWW 
Accordingly, one Night, he repairs to the u- 
ſual Place of Rendex vous, pretty late; when he 
was almoſt ſure, they were All there; and being 
cenatred the Room without much Ceremony, Which 
is not of great Uſe among Friends, he took the 
” 46% nds Liber 
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Liberty to declare his Reſolution to them, in the fol- 
ous Words. | | | 
 <GENTLEMEXN, ſaid he, I am come 
ce to take my Leave of you, and to bid Adieu to 
* this, and all Companies of this Nature. I don't 
© know how ſuch Meetings may agree with your 
& Circumſtances. They will not ſuit with Mine, 
« and I find my Eſtate very much impair'd by 
c them. Upon this Account, not to mention the 

, « Reflections ſuch a Licentious Way of Living occa- 

A & fions, I leave your Company. If I would avoid 

| . « Impending Ruin, I muſt take another Courſe of 

Tie; and I think I have projected it to myſelf 

bo” © already. I hope GENTLEMEN, none of 

Z « you will miſ-conſtrue my Freedom, or take my 

4 « Expreſſ:ons in ill Part. I am reſoly'd to perform 

Fo © © what I have ſaid, To retrieve myſelf, and alter 

* my Condition, as ſoon as poſſible, for the married 

& Tae. | 
ITheſe laſt Words of Philedon, raiſed an Univer- 
ſal Smile in the whole Company: At laſt, ſays a 
merry Grigg, that was among them © Tl tell you 
hat Philedon; I muſt confeſs, I do think you 

e want Taming a little, and therefore I think you 
have found out a very proper Expedient. If a 

Mie cannot do it, Nothing can. But where will 
you get one? You are too well known near 
Home, and among moſt People of your own Re- 
gion; unleſs you will take up with any one: 
«© You muſt therefore turn Knight-Errant, and 
* march abroad, where you have not been heard 
© of, if you deſign to have One; or COME, be 
* advis'd, betake yourſelf ro ſome Conventicle, and 
herd among the GODLY for ſome Time, and 
ten to one you may procure a Miſtreſs among 
them in a While, . bh tees fs 
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This Banter, though it was not very pleaſing to 
Philedon, yet the Notion of turning Occaſional Con- 


formiſt to the Diſſenters for a Wife, made ſome In- 


* + 


preſſion upon him; and leaving his Companions 


where he found them, he returned Home, and thus 


expoſtulates the Matter with himſelf, 

What Biberius ſaid, (for that was the Name 
« of the Tavern Banterer,) is very Plaufible ; but 
c then tis not ſo Reputable. I have been bred up 
* in the Doctrine and Principles of the NATIO- 
« NAL CHURCH ; and ſhall I forego Them for a 
« JYife? But to Temporize a little upon ſuchan Ac- 


© count, when a Matter of ſuch Conſequence cannot 


*© be brought about without it, methinks, is not 
* ſo culpable. But we do not hold it Lawful for 
« People of our Religion to frequent thoſe Aſſemblies. 
* In Anſwer to that, I remember a certain Biſhop 
ce of Salisbury, in his Speech before the Houſe of Peers 
ce declared, as an Argument for the Lawfulneſs of 
ce Occafional Conformity, that himſelf had been an 
e Occaſional Conformiſt at Geneva, and Holland 3 
* which, if I underſtand him right, is juſt as if 
« he had ſaid, He acted the Presbyterian in both 
< thoſe Countries. And if he was ſo there. 
«© he was a Man of prodigious Judgment; Why may 


ce not. ] be ſo here, upon this Account? I don't 


, 
- 


te deſign to go among the Quakers, Anabaptiſts, ox 


* any other Sectaries, but only the Presbyteriaus; 


* and as long as I have him for my Leader, I think 

« my ſelt ſafe. Beſides, if J am not miſtaken, 

cc 

* thoſe Countries himfelf. a. | | 
Having ſatisfy'd himſelf with this Argument, 


be perfiſted in the Ares, he Mi 
old | Comp anon, and reſolv d, the next Sunday | to, 25 


ſearch the Meetings, for a Lady, whom he might 
make the Object of his Affections, and beſtow him 


. 
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have heard that he met with a Wife, in one of 


# 3 
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N if ſhe would vouchſafe to accept of the 
Prejent. © 
This was determin'd in the Beginning of the 
* Mee, and the remaining Part was, moſtly, ſpent 
n preparing himſelf for his Sabbath. Day's Eapedi- 
tion. Becauſe he wou'd be Spruce, the 22 was 
employ d for new Cloaths, and the reſt of his Equip- 
ment was furniſh'd ont by the reſpective Trades, 
to which they did belong. 
When we are to undertake any Thing that we 
expect will be Bereficial to ourſelves, WE are al- 
ways wneaſy till the Time comes that We may be- 
gin: we have itcbing Fingers to be at Work, and 
think every Moment long, till we are engaged in it. 
And juſt ſo it was with Philedon. He wiſh'd ten 
Thouſand Times, the Day was come, and, as oft, 
he blam d the Sn and Moon, becauſe they mov'd no 
faſter. He promis'd himſelf Succeſs, and had 
built a great many Caſtles in his IÞnagination. 
At laſt the Day came, and Philedon, armed Cap- 
a. pes, went out upon his Queſt, ſpick and ſpan new, 
except his Chak ; which the Seaſon of the Year 
oblig'd him not to go without. However, that 
Was a very good one, of a grave Colour, and ſuch 
as might be obliging to the SAINTS 
The firſt Sunday he ſpent in Fuitleſs Wandring 
from MEETING to MEETING, without 
ſpringing any Game. He went into ſeveral of their 
Congregations, but he had not the Luck, in any, to 
fix his Eyes on that Perſon he could be enamour'd 
with. He caſt his Eyes about him, in every Corner, 
where he came; t whether the Severity of the 
Meather, it being that Time very Cold, had kept 
the Tender Fair Ones, and ſuch as were 'warm'd 
= with a ſmaller Heat of Devotion, from Coming A- 
broad that Dey, it is uncertain: a ee, 3475 : 
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ſpy'dnot one, whom he thought it worth his while 
to make an Enquiry after. 755 | 

And here a certain Accident interven d, that had 
like to have ſtopt him in his Purſuit, and prevent- 
ed him from ſeeking a Miſtreſs among the Diſſen- 
ters. He had chanc'd into a Meeting, not far from 
Covdent- Garden, that had been a noted Baud) - houſe 
ſome Time before, where the Preacher was belch- 
ing out ſuch Doctrines concerning ELECTION 
and REPROBATION, as had almoſt frighted 
him. The Felow ſeem'd, by his Diſcourſe, to 
pretend to know the Cabinet of Heaven, and to 

vaunt himſelf a Privy-Counſelor of Above; that 
cou'd point out, as it were with his Finger, who 
ſhould be Happy, or otherwiſe, hereafter. Add to 
this, that he larded his Sermon with ſuch Odd, 


 Croſs-grain'd , Out-of-the-way Similitudes, as would 
rather nauſeate, than ſatisfy any Perſon but a Biger, 
to his 24 ay and Method of Teaching. : Here he com- 
par d the Meaſure of Grace given to the Ele&, to 


a Full Pot of Ale; and Providence diſpenſing its Goo 


| Things to the World, to a Roaſting Gooſe diſtributing 
her Fut into the Dripping pan; with ſeveral ſuch - 
. Uncouth Expreſſions : Which, tho' He was not a Man 


of a very extraordinary Zeal, yet they could not be 
very grateful to Philedon, nor indeed to any Perſon 
of but a Tolerable Share of Religion. Well, thought 
the, If theſe be their Doctrines, and I ſhould chance 
20 light on ſome Sanctiſied Siſter, whom her Paſtor has 
| 7 that ſhe 7s. one of the Elect, Without any Rea- 
ſon for it, Imay have but an indifferent Bargain; that 
will be a Toleration for her 40 ſay, or do, what ſhe with, | 
and what ſhe pleaſes maſt never be amiſs; With theſe 
Reflections he returned Home, und lad never trou- 
pled himſelf to hunt the Meetings àny more, upon 
that Account, had it not been for this Confidenatiom, 
That he might, perchance, meet with a ſenſible 
4 . E 2 '_ _ * JYoman 
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Moman among them, and then he might bring her 
off from thoſe Superſtitions, by down right Reaſon, 

and Dint of Argument. Wa ke 

With this Motive, he makes a ſecond Sally, the 

following Sunday; when he met with ſomewhat _ 

better Succeſs. = | 75 
Hie happen'd then to ſhape his Courſe, not a 
great Way from Home, to the lower End of a cer- 
tain Street, that is famous for a Cage, where inhu- 
man Creditors too often coup unhappy Debtors, and 

not ſeldom make Dice of their Bones, according 
to the vulgar Expreſſion, and common Menaces of 
ſome Barbarians. ' 1 | | 

Near this Street was another Conventicle, 
which he had not yet been at; where one Sor- 

didior was the Teacher. This Sordidior was 4 
Man of ſome Learning, and a great ſeeming Sau- 

» ity of Life, but extremely Avaritious, and One 
that very well knew how to improve his own, up- 
on the Srock of his Congregation, This Temper of 
his had induc'd him to ſet up for a Maich-maker-; 
and indeed he was very ſucceſsful in that Way of 

Trade, ſeldom failing in any One he undertook ; 
Saints and Saints were plentifully join'd together in 
Matrimony, by his Means; and if ſome did after- 
| 8 1 85 prove Apeſtates in his Senſe, it was no Fault 
Hither Philedon came, very genteelly habited, and 
making a very handſome Figure. Being entred, he 
walked gravely up towards 'the Pulpit ; when, 

within a Pew or Two off the Dec, he beheld 
what he came to look for, and what he wanted. 

The Pew was very neatly: lin'd with green Cloth, 
and adorn'd with olerable FYorkmanſhip, above the 
reſt ; that ſhew'd it belong d to ſomebody more 
than Ordinary; as indeed it did. STE be 
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Within it ſat a Grave, Venerable Matron, well ad- 
vanc'd in Years, and of a Countenauce that diſcoverd 
the Ruins of a beautiful Perſon, By Her, as Philedon 
found afterwards, ſat her Daughter; But Ol How 
Charming! Never had 7/axwork better Features, 
or a finer Complexion. To deſcribe all the Graces 
that appear'd in Her, were a Tak of too much 
Labour ; but, in ſhort, ſhe ſeem'd a Glory of her 
Sex. Philedon was preſently ſtruck with the Sight 
of her, and conld hardly refrain from fixing his 
Eyes, wholly, upon her. But conſidering the Place, 
and that it was his Iatereſt to Counterfeit the 
GODLY, it ke deſign'd to ſucceed among them, 
he generally look'd up at Sordidior : Now and then 
only, dividing a Glance to the young Lady, and 
wiſhing he could be made ſo happy, as to procure 
an Introduction into her Converſation. „ 
During all the Time of the Meeting, Philedon 
being a Stranger, ſtood in the /e; no Perſon of- 
fering him the Crvility of a Pew, neither indeed 
did he deſire any, except he might have been ad- 
mitted into that where the Lady ſat. 5 
A Second and Third Sunday came, and Philedon 
conſtantly attended, ſtanding all the Time at the 
Ladies Pew Door, as at firſt. And here being 
made ſenſible of what Love can do, he could not 
forbear frequent Sighings; which indeed were 
Common to the Reſt of the Congregation, though up- 


on a different Occaſion. 


On the Fourth Sunday, the old Lady having ob: 
ſerv'd his Attention, and perceiving him a Comely © 


Genteel Perſon, riſing from her Seat, ſhe turns the 
Key, and gives him free: Admiſſjon into her Pew. 
Notwithſtanding he was inwardly tranſported at 
this Civility, and took it for an appy:Onme?n of his 
Future Succeſs, he behaved himſelf N y gravely, and 

Entrin g with a Composd Countenancꝶ haying firſt 
; 1 > I a e 
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. 70 
” 


38 Presbyterian Piety, or 


: 

= - made a Low Reverence to Both the Ladies, He ſat 
* | down. 5 5 . . 3 . : = KEY : 
4 Having conſider d with himſelf, what might 


be the moſt Proper Means to ingratigte, and make 
imſelf acceptable to theſe People; And that to take 
5 Notes of the Sermon was Common among them, and 
made the 7/*iters notic d; he had .prepar'd Peu 
Ink and Paper for that Purpoſe ; and pufling them 
” out, he perform'd that Part with great Diligence 
= and Attention. a - SP 
; 5 | The Preacher quickly ſpy'd his New. come Di ſci- 


tremely pleas d with the Behaviour and Diligence of 
their Gueſt: While himſelf, on the other Hand, 


| 

| dle; and the Ladies in the Peu with him were ex 

| 

1 felt ſuch Tranſports, he ſeem'd above the Clouds in 

1 his own nagination; and experienc'd Raptures 

1 hardly to be expreſs d. | | 
The Writing of Sermon- Notes, (if thoſe can Pro- 
perly be called Sermons that are utter'd by Perſons 
that are not ſent, or have no Legal Commiſſion ;) was 
the Ground Work or Foundation of his Future Succeſs. 
The Preacher, as I ſaid, had ey'd him, for ſome © 

FSanahs, and at laſt he was courteouſly invited, in- 

do the. Veftry, after an Evening Lecture. When 

1 Sordidior, expecting a Fee, according to the Cu- 

tum of the Place, was pleaſed to put ſome Queſtions 


% 
* 


ll. Sir, ſaid he, I have obſerdd for ſome Time, you 
bpbiuave been a diligent Attendant in my Congreg. 10, 7 
Pray how long have you been of this Perſuafion ? 1 6 
Iung as 1 could wiſh, reply d PHILEDON; I was bred 
ap iu another, but as I chanc d, or rather by ſome Good 
Providence was directed, to come by your Meeting, 
entred in, and methought I heard ſuch Heavenly, Soul- 
ſaving Doctrine, from your Mouth, that I had no 
Power to move, neither ſhall I ever deſire to hear any of, 
my former Teachers auy more. Aud Sir, ſaid he, 4 
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defire to be admitted into your Flock, and made a Member 
of your Congregation. As he ſaid this, he made a 
Motion with his Hand towards the Good Man; 
which he quickly perceiv'd, and extended his, 
when Philedon dropt him five Guineas, wrapt up - 
in a Paper. Sordidior, feeling the Paper weighty, 
took it upon Content, and inſtead of thanking him, 
except with a gracious Nod, made him this Reply. 


Thou doſt well, and Iam pleaſed with this happy Change. 


Perſevere in the Way thu haſt taken, and thou ſhalt 


never want any Spiritual Advice, or Encouragement, 1 
can give. Philedon humbly thank'd him for his 


Love, and was juſt taking his Leave, when Sordi- 
dior ask'd him where he liv'd, and promis 'd him 
a Vifit the Wedneſday following. 

Philedon hereupon departed, with all the Satis- 
Jaction imaginable ; nogdoubting an happy Event, 


in what he propos'd, if it was in the Power of OY 


Sordidior, kg 
Being got Home he reflected, Wiel Pleaſure, on 
what had paſt, and rejoic'd in himſelf, at the Pro- 
miſes Sordidior had made him ; and 0 much the 
more, becauſe he found that he was Mercenary, and 
might be brought to facilitate his Project, by the 
Hope of Reward Tho' Sordidior ee d Tithes, yet 
he found his Hand was open to Free-wil-Offerings 3 


and that he would not refuſe to take alla Man has, 
mould any one be ſo Fooliſb to offer it. 


Big with the Expectation of this fe from his DF 
Paſtor, Philedon waited till the Day appointed; in 


the mean Time putting his Houſe in the beſt Order 


and making the handſomeſt n his im 
cumſtances would permit. 


he Day came, and all things being prepartd A 
he greateſt Decency, Philedon waited with ne 


VImpatience, till the Afternoon. About Three, a 
Lach I at his * and being open d. 
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our ſept. the wiſht-for Viſiter. Philedon met and 
welcomed him at the Door; whence he conduct- 
ed him into a Parlour behind the Shop, and di vi- 
ded, only by a Glaſs Door and Windows, from it, 
and deſir d he wou'd be pleas'd to fit down. Sor- 
didior, not wanting much Ceremony, takes his Seat, 
ſo placing himſelf that he could have a full View 
of all that came into the Shop, by the Means of 
the Glaſs. 


The firſt Compliments being over, and Abundance 
of Expreſſions of Sarisfattion on Philedon's Side ha- 


ving paſt, with ten thouſand Thanks, for the Ho- 
nour Sordidior did him ; a Bottle of the Beſt, Glaſſes, 
Pipes, and Tobacco were call'd for, and brought in, 


in Form, with a Silver Candleſtick, and a Waxen 


Taper to light by. 


And here Philedon appear'd in al his Pomp; the 


Room was hung with Silver Sconces, the Cupboard 


adorn'd with Plate, and the Chairs with Crimſon 
Velvet Cuſhions, All Things were very Nice and 


in exceeding Order, ſuch as might have befitted 


a Perſon of an higher Quality, = 
Sordidior and Philedon paſt an Hour or Two, in 


various and indifferent Diſcourſe ; at laſt Sordidior, 
having obſerv'd a great Concourſe of Cuſtomers to 
his Shop, was pleas'd to teil him, That he found 
bis Shop was well accuſtomed, and his Houſe was neat 


below Stairs. O Sir, ſays Philedon, will jou vouchſafe 


zo walk up and ſee the reſt. *Tis all alike; according to 
my Ability. Sordidior ſeem'd content, and up they 


went; Philedon leading the Way, with Sordidior 


hobbling after. Having made an accurate Survey, 
and fully ſatisfy'd the Curioſity of the old Man, as 


they were coming down again, Thy Houſe, ſays. 


Sordidior, 7s very nicely fltrniſht, and methinks I miſ N 
Aut one Thing ; but ouly ONE is wanting to make thy, g 855 
Houſe and Family compleat. Tho Philedon anticip - 4 
* | "$84. | _ "os F + 
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ted his Auſwer in his Mind, yet having ſo fair an 
Opportunity of introducing what he wiſht, he te- 
ſolved not to loſe it. He therefore askt him hat 
that was ? To which the Reply was, A good Wife. 
When O ! cry'd the half Love-ſic Spark, cou d I 
procure that, I ſhou'd be the happieſt Man alive; and, 
if I know my ſelf, would make the Beſt of Hmsbands. 
But where At theſe Words Philedon ended with 
a Sigh, when the honeſt Shepherd ask'd him, I he 
had ſeen none in his Flock, he could fancy upon that Ac- 
count. This was the Queſtion he deſir d might be 
put, and nothing could be more grateful to him. 
Yes, ſaid he, 1 have. I could like that young Gentle= 


woman that fits with her Mother in the ſame Pew, 


where I have had the Honour to fit ſome time paſt. I 
pray who is She? That Lady, reply'd Sordidior, with 
abundance of Gravity, is a Perſon of exceeding Good= 
neſs, a ſaintlike Creature, and has 30001. to her Por- 
tion, which her Mother cant hinder her of. By this 
Time they were come down to the Bottom of the 
Stairs, when returning into the Parlour, Sordidior 
reſum'd his Chair, and proceeded thus. That La- 
dies Name is Urania, and her Qualities are anſuera- 
ble to it. Her Mother Dorothea is a virtuous, holy, 
exemplary Perſon; a Widou, has no other Child, and 
is able to double Urania's Fortune, if ſhe pleaſes, with> 
out hurting herſelf. That, ſaid Philedon, is d very 
conſiderable Article, but it weighs not ſo much with 


like a Good Man, Quoth the old FOX, but who 

don't love a little Money? If Tradeſmen dont get that, 
as well as a Wife, Bufineſs will go on but very heavily. 
Hud ſuppoſe now Tſhoutd bring it about, that you obtain 
hat Lady's good Will and Efteem ; what Reward ſpal 
ee for nus e, 

ledon was not long to ſeek for an Aufiuer to 
ein; He 22 him only to demand, - | 
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and he would readily comply. CO M E, come, 


- Jays the Marriage-Broker, will you give me an Hun- 


died Pounds, three Days after the Conſummation? 
If ve had been required, Philedon had made no 
Fruple, he was ſo wrapt up in the dear Objeti of 


His Aﬀections. 


Sordidior, not being fully Clatiched with a bare 


| Promiſe, only, of the Money, and having been us d 
co trade in Notes upon ſuch Accounts, calling for 


Pen, Ink, and Paper, immediately wrote a Note for 
the fore · mention d Sum, and gave it into Philedon's 
Hand to Sign, which he readily did. 

The Paſtor Fido having got chis Security, clapt 
it into his Pacłet- Boo, telling him he would make 
it his Buſineſs to viſit the old Lady, at her Houſe, 
the Night following; that he ſhould come thi- 
ther at ſuch a Time, and inquire for him: That 
he wbuld introduce him; and give him fuch a 
Charafer, as ſhould pave the Way to his future 
ne. 

Mutual © NS on both Sides being thus gi- 
ven, Sordidior took his Leave; bidding Philedon be 
ſure to remember the Time, (which he needed 
not much to have done, if he had conlider'd Phi- 
duns Love) and giving a Note of Direction to 
Dorothea s Houſe. 

Philedon had not much "Mel that Night, being 
fol of the Thoughts of what he was to do the next. 
- Hope and bear had taken hold of him, and kept 
Poſſeſſion, alter mately. Sometimes he fear'd the 


N + Greatueſs of Urauia's Fortune might make her look 


higher than a Trade; but then he hop'd Sordidier's 
_ Jutereſt might remove that Obfadte.. One 0 - | 
_ when. he conlider'd the Attraction of Urania 8 
Beauty, he was afraid of Rivals ; but then again, 


chat Fear vaniſh! , when he reflected on 5 a 
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ſuch, as that he muſt have known of © nz had 
there been any ſuch.” Thus in great Variety of 
Thoughts, and Perplexities, he ſpent the Time, tilt 
the Hour approach'd, in which he expected to be 
bleſt with the Speech of Ul. 

That he might not overfhoot the Hour, Philo-. 
don left Home ſome ſmall Time before the Appoint- 
ment; and, walking gravely along, he arriv'd at Do- 
rot hea s Hovſe, exactly according to Order. The 


Place where ſhe liv'd, was formerly famous for an 


Houſe of Auguſtine Fryar , that had a' Convent there; 
and ſince the Deſolation of Abbies, Monaſteries, and 
other Religious Houſes of the like Nature, has been 
converted into private Dwelings, or Seats for Mer- 
chants, and other eminent Traders. 

Hither Philedon came, and taking Courage, ani- 
mated by the Expectation of enjoying the Cynpan 
of his dear Urania, he boldly knock d at the Gate; 
which, being preſently open'd, he inquir 4 for For 
didior. Being anſwer d, that he was abore Staits in 


Dorothea s Chamber, he requeſted, Notice might 
be given him, and that one Philedon defir'd to 
| ſpeak with him. The Servant, having firſt defir'd. 


Philedon to walk in, conducted him into a Parlout, 
that was richly {et out; left him there, and went 


to deliver his Meſſage. When, O Dear, ſaid Sordi-- 
dior to Dorothea, this is the Gentlemin that you have 


 favour'd with the Liberty of fitting in your Pew. Then 


turning to the Servant, ſays he, I will wait upon 
him preſently. 1 ſuppoſe he 2 been at my Houſe, and 
they have told him, where I was gone. When the 
old Lady ask'd who he was, Sordidior reply'd,” in 


the Hearing of Lama; Did you know this En 
__Heman as well as 1 do, and wete fatisfy'd in His . 
Character as I am, you wou'd have the greateſt 
= Bftcem for him. He is a valuable Perſon, and 1 
6] know 1 not any of a better Life. It is true, * is a GED 
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T: adeſman, but then his Trade is of the firſt Rank; The 

he has excellent Byfineſs, is Rich and Thriving, and 

a moſt Sober, Iuduſtrious Careful Man. Dorothea, and 

ker Daughter both, had obſerv'd that he was a 

Perſonable, Clever, Handſome Man, and how Saint- 

like he appear'd at the Meeting; they lik'd his 

= Behaviour there, and were eaſily 8 to give 

| in, to Sordidior's Recommendation. Hereupon the 

|t Mother deſir'd Sordidior to requeſt him to ſtay 

= a little, bidding him call for a Glaſs of Wine, 

— ſhe herſelf wou'd wait upon him preſently ; for 
that ſhe ſhould be glad of his better Acquaintance, 
upon the Character the had heard of him. 

Sordidior immediately goes down, and telling 
Philedou what had paſt, they both hugg'd them- 
ſelves, for Foy of theProſpett they had of Succeſs. Sor- 
didior began to be in great Hopes of getting Philedon's 
Money, and Philedon began to hope it might be- 
come due to him, by Degrees; The Beginning 
ſeem d to be Auſpicious, and to portend a better 
Eud; according to the receiv'd Notion, That a 
ood Beginning makes a good Ending, 

They had not been long rogether below, be- 
at 454 Lady. Mother, and her beautiful Daughter, 
entred the Room, when Phiteden made a low Obei- 
ſance to them both; and the Ladies firſt ſeating 
themſelves, Philedon, in Ratten, was deſir d | 
to take his Sear, | 

Here Dorothea, calling for a Glaſe of Ine, 

Arank to Philedon, and bid him FPelcome to her 

= Honſe. He immediately toaſts her Health, and 

| tips his Eyes, as well as his Service, to the charming 

ih Urania; when Sordidior drank an Health to Urania, 

wiſhing her a good Hugband. And this afforded _ 

them ſufficient Topicks for Diſcourſe, at that Tims, +: 
"Tis Time enough, 121d her MOTHER, far U a. 
nia to bin hi Mar es * wt would be go Time.” 
VE 1 e rep 


— 
e —— —— 
„6＋ — — — — ——ů— — A 
N ” 


—— : —  __— — 


. 


the Way to get a Fortune. 45 
reply d Sonpmion, F à proper Offer fhou'd preſent. 
Parents, that have perſiſted in that Opinion, haue 
ſometimes ſlipt an Opportunity, which they have wiſh d for 
afterwards; to no purpoſe. For my Part, I declare, 
Urania was my Daughter, . and a certain Perſon, 
that I know, ſhould court her, I ſhould by no Means 
hinder it upon that Score. And what do you think 
on't ? Said Sordidior, ſmiling, and looking obliquely 
at PHIL E DON. I think, {aid he, the Lady deſerves the 
Beſt of Husbands, and whenever ſhe pleaſes, ſhe may 
make him happy. At theſe Words of Philedon, a 
modeſt Bluſh had painted the lovely Cheeks of Ura- 
nia, Which he perceiv'd, and bowing ſubmiſſively 
towards her, proceeded, Pardon me, Madam, this 
is not ny Opinion only, but the Sentiment of all that ſee 
50. Urania thank'd him for the Compliment he had 
made her, telling him that ſhe wholly fubmitted 
herſelf to the Direction of her Mother, in that Af 
fair. This Aiufwer of Nania was not at all diſ- 
pleaſing to Philedon ; He perceiving that her Mo- 
ther was under the Direction of Sordidior. 7 
This gave Sordidior oceaſion to ſpeak a great 
Deal in Commendation of Hlial Obedience, and 
the Care PARENTS ought to take in Matching 
their Children; extolling greatly Urania's Dutiful- 
neſe, and Dorothea's Parental Afection; concluding 
the whole with Advice to them both, what Man- 
ner of Perſon was fitteſt to be made an Haband. 
The Qualities requiſite to a good Husband, accor- 


ding to the Deſcription given by . $ordidior, did ſo 


Quadrate, and were ſo a propos to the Character he 
bad given PhiJedon above Stairs, together with 
the Grauity of his preſent Deportment, that the old 
Gentlewoman, from that Time, began to eſteem his 
. Converſation, and, as they were parting, ſhe let him 


know it; inviting him to come again, and ſpend 


2 


dan Evening with them, even without Sordidior. 
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Being come away, Philedon waited upon Sordidior.. 
home, who advis'd him to follow his Blow, to ſtrike 
while the oz was hot, and omit no Opportunity to 
1ngratiate himſelf with Urania. He promis'd him 
alſo, that himſelf would alter his Time of Viftting - 
them, to the Morning; when he would let Nothing 
flip, that might promote his Intereſt; and leave 
him to the Evening Viſits by himfelt. 3 | 
Pjzdiledon having waited upon his Teacher to his 
"Dwelling, took his Leave, humbly thanking him for 
his Kindneſs, and promiſing all Diligence. 

*Tis morally impoſſible for any one, that has not 
felt the Force of Love, to expreſs the Satigſaction, 
with which Philedon returned to his own Houſe, for 
the Succeſ of that Night's Adventure. 

. Being return'd, he quickly went to Bed; where, 
his Heart being Eaſy, his Senſes were ſoon lull'd in- 
to pleaſing Reſt, and he ſlept without Interruption ; 
not dreaming of any Thing but what he wiſh'd 
for, the charming Urania. Waking, ſhe was con- 
tinually in his Thcugbts, and his fleeping Fancy never 
fail'd to repreſent her to his Imagination. ih 
. THREE or FOUR Evenizgs running, Philedon 
attended at Dorothea's Houſe, without making any 
other Advances, than ingratiating himſelf into 
their Favour, by ſober Diſcourſes ; and Feaſting his 
yes upon the Beauty of Urania. SHE 

Hitherto the Mother and her Daughter had con- 
vers d with him Both together, and the Daughter 
had never been left with him alone. Till, one 
Morning, Sordidior came, and being in Private 
with the old Lady, took hold of that Opportunity, 
to enquire When Philedon had been there? Being 
anſwer' d, The Evening before, and that ſhe was migh. 
_ rely pleas d with his Perſon and Converſation, and the 
rather becauſe himſelf had given fo good a Character of 
im; Sordidior immediate y takes the Handle, And 


l * 
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if Urania, ſays he, ſhould like him as wall as you 
ſeem to do, What do you think? Would he not make a 
good Husband, in your Opinion? 1 do not Queſtion it, 
{ſaid Dorothea, and if he ſhould court her, T ſhall not be 
againſt it. I can aſſure jou, Madam, reply d Sordi- 
dior, That is his Defign, but he was unwilling to at- 
tempt it, till he knew. your Iuclination, and how you 
ſtand affected towards him. Very well, ſaid ſhe, and 
fiuce I kuow his Mind, I ſban't obſtrut# him. Upon 
this, Sordidior adviſing, and Dorothea promiſing 
to give him Encouragement in his Amour, Sordidi- 
or took his Leave, as deſigning Home, 

But inſtead of that, he umediately poſts away to 
Philedon S, and relates what had paſt between 
himſelf and the old Gentlewoman. Philedoa receiv d 
the News with the greateſt Pleaſure ; and, being 
tranſported, out he lugs a ſecond Preſent ot five 


Euineas, and deſires the Preacher he wou'd accept 


of 'em, to pay his Coach-hire. Sordidior, not a lit- 
tle pleas d at his new Convert's Generofity, accepts 
and departs ; leaving him to finiſh the Part, he had 
begun tor him, and to which he had ſo fairly 
pav'd the ay. 

The Evening came, and Philedon went, as uſu- 
al, to the Houſe of Dorothea, with full Reſolution to 
diſcover his Paſſion to Urania, the firſt Time he 
ſhould meet her Alone. Being come, he was enter- 
tain'd with Ræſpect as before, the Mother, and her 
lovely Daughter, ſtill bearing him Company. 

Phil:dou had not been long there, before Dorothea 
happen'd to be call'd abroad, to a Relation that 
was fic, and had deſir'd to ſpeak with her. This 
was an Accident very pleaſing to Philedon, and ſuch. 
as gave him the. much deſir'd Opportunity, of 
Breaking his Mind to Urania. 4 

. Philedon and Urania being thus by then ce | 


Now or Never was the Time to unboſom — 9 
5 2 2 
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and try his Fortune in the Camp of Cupid. A good 
Front is an excellent, and uſeful, Companion in ſuch 


Undertakings ; and Philedon being grown a little bol- 


der, by the Encouragement he had already met, ſeat- 
ed himſelf juſt by her; and gently taking Her by 
the Hand and preſſing it, Madam, ſaid he, give me 
leave to diſcover a Secret to you, which, till now, I have 
wanted the Opportunity of doing, and Thope you will not 
take it amiſs. I have ſo good an Opinion of Philedon, 
ſaid the young Lady, that I believe he will not ſay any 
Thing, which 1 can take amiſs. If I thought he wwou'd, I 
ſhould refuſe his Converſation. Mhy then, ſaid he, I 
am deſperately in Love. That is a catching Diſtemper 
among your Sex, reply'd URANIA; but as I have heard, 
it quickly comes, and quickly goes. Not when it is like 
mine, ſaid he; I can ſooner ceaſe to be, than ceaſe to 
Ivve the Object I have choſen. Thoſe are Words of 
Courſe among you Men, reply'd Urania; But what, I 
pray yeu, is this charming Object? She is all Perfection, 
continued PaiLEDON, and fo like your ſelf, ſhe is the ve- 
:7y ſame. URANIA had not expected this ſudden Attack, 
Which ſo ſurpriz d her, that ſhe bluſh'd prodigiou(- 
ly, and cou'd hardly ſpeak. At laſt, ſhe recover d 
herſelf, and with a Countenance that did not betray 
much Anger latent behind, ſays ſhe, Philedon, I have 
never been us d to this kind of Dialect; and therefore, 
| if you love me, as you ſay you do, forbear to uſe it. For 
my Part I am under the Direction of my Mother, 20 her 
Judgment I (hall always ſubmit my ſelf, and will never 
admit any Addreſſes, before I have conſulted her for Ap- 
probation. Philedon found by Urania's Words, that 
her Mother had not yet imparted to her his Deſign 


olf Courtſhip, nor the Permiſſion ſhe had granted; 


andtaking her Anſwer to be rather a Prognoſtic of 
his juture Happineſs, than a Repulſe, he foon diverted 
his Diſcourſe ro another Subject; reſting ſatisfied, ſo 
long as Uraniatavour'd him with her Company, and 
did not ſcem to be ruffled in her Tempe. H. 
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Philedon was a Man of Good Parts, Tolerable 
Reading, a voluble Tongue, and a conſiderable Share 
of Inventicu, ſo that he could readily entertain a 
Lady with other Diſcourſe, beſides Love Stories; 
with which he ſo diverted Urana, till the Return 
of her Miuther, that ſhe cou'd have with'd an Op- 
portunity, to have heard him all the Night. 

At laſt Dorothea's Coach came to the Door, and 
Philedow was preſently upon his Feet, as tho? he 
had been going before. Coming ſtrait in; and fin- 
ding Philedon {till with her Daughter: So, ſaid ſhe, 
Philedon, I find you are a rar? Companion for the Girls, 
T perceive you ſtick by em, and don't care to leave em 
alone. Madam, ſaid he, that wou'd be unmannerly, 
eſpecially when a Man has Time: Beſides Urania has 
Attractions can make one ſtay, beyond his Mil. Me- 
thinks, ſaid Dorothea, you are become a Courtier on a 
| ſudden: You muſt not flatter the Girls at this Rate, it 
. will make em Proud. O Madam, ſaid he, you are moſt 
Happy in a Daughter, that can't be flatter d. It is 
too late to begin Complimenting at this Time of Night, 
anſwer'd ſhe, the Clock has ſtruck Eleven. Bleſs me, 
ſaid Philedon, Eleven? Well ! fee the Charms of a 
pretty Lady; I declare I did not think it had been above 
Nine. I beg your Pardon, Madam, for this unſeaſon- 
able Hour. There's no need for that, ſays the Mother, 
Tou are welcome. Philedon having return'd this Ci- 
vility with the utmoſt Gratitude, thought it behov'd 
him to be going; lo taking his Leave, With the pro- 
foundeſt Reſpeci he cou'd, and wiſhing them Both a 
good Night, but elpecially Urania, he made the beſt 
of his Way Home, intirely faristy'd in his own 
Mind, that as Urania wou'd ſubmit herſeif t h 2% 
Mother, ſo ſhe wou d be advis'd by Se Weil 
Sordidior might be prevail d upon, 4 d ſecur'd; by IS 
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ö Very early in the Morning, Philedon roſe and 
| went to his Conſeſſor s, relating all that had paſt 
the Night before, between Nania and himſelf; 

= and deſir d him, to further the Matter, with all 
Expedition. 

Sordidior, being a eager to ſecure the Reward, as 
Philedon was tor the Lady, promis'd him to go 
that Morning, and accordingly he did ; when he 
us'd ſuch perſuaſive Arguments, with both the Mo- 

ther and Daughter, that it was agreed among 
them, Philedon ſhou'd have free Acceſs to court U- 
| rania, The Mother being intirely ſatisfy'd of 
a Pzhiledon's Character from Sordidior, was fully con- 
| ſenting ; and the Daughter, being halt brought o- 
ver by her Mother's Approbation, (not to menti- 
on that ſhe had a little Inclination to him herſel},) 
there was not much wanting, but the Ceremony of 
Courtſhip. Thus this Match, according to the Method 
of Sovereign Princes, was, in a Manner, concluded 
by Proxy. | 85 ; 
Not a Word paſt between the Plenip ces for this 
Treaty, but was preſently communicated to Phi- 
ledon; that he might know the better how to ma- 
rage, at the next Intervieu with his Miſtreſs. 
Being thus fully ſatisfied of the induſtrious Care 
of his Paſtor, and the preſſing Inſtances he had made, 
in his behalf, the Evening approaching, Philedon 
takes his uſual Wale to Dorothea s; Where inqui- 
ring for Urania, and not, as he had done before, 
for her Mother, he was immediately conducted in- 
to the Parlour, where Urania was alone; her Mo- 
ther keeping her Chamber, and being indiſpos'd, as 
Was laid, by tarrying out in the Cold, the Night 
Philedon preſently ſteps up briskly to her, 


and making her a le Congee, embrac'd her in his 
Arms, and ſaluted her, without any Refſtance. 
This being the fiffi X;/s he had ever preſum'd to 
s 1 take 
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take from her Balm) Lips, How raviſh'd was he? 
How happy in his own Imagination? He could 
have hung there the whole Night, but for Har of 
Offence. 

However, he begs d Pardon for his Boldneſs, 
, exculing it, as being the Effect of his Paſſion for 
her; when Urania ask'd him to fit down, ordering 
a Chair to be ſet. But he, not thinking it plac'd ſo 
near the lovely Object of his Afections, as he deſir'd, 
preſently drew it nigher, and ſeated himſelf cloſe 
by her: When Uraxia feigning Anger, tho ſhe could 
hardly forbear ſmiling at the ſame Time, began 
thus. Ur. Philedon, I perceive you are a Man of 
Courage, that, having receiv'd ſo late a Repulſe, dare 
Rally and Face your Enemy, tho' you are ſure 
to meet with a ſecond. Ph. You are too good, 
Madam, to be any ones Enemy; eſpecially the 
Man's who loves you. Ur. I am yours, I can aſſure 
ou; and from me, you mult expect no Quarter. 
Ph, Ir is impoſhble ſo much % Nature ſhould 
dwell in ſomuch Beauty. Ur. But you will find it 
ſo, unleſs you withdraw your Pretenſians, Let my 
Beauty be what it will. Ph. You Ladies do, very 
often, plunge us Men into the Depths of Deſpair, for 
Trial of our Conſtancy, and that your ſelves may re- 
trieve us, when we think our ſelves loſt, and make- 
us bleſs the Hand that heip'd us. Happineſs never 


taſts ſo deliciouſly, as when a Man is juſt come out 
of Miſery. Ur. You may flatter your ſelf witng 


what Notions you pleaſe, Philedon ; "bs I cell you, 
I ſhall never hie d. Ph. O! ſay not ſo, my deareſt 
Mania; that Word's more killing to me than LY 


Sword. Ur. Then I find it is an caſyrarretr, to IE 5; 


ny Unkindneſ. 


Eil you, without Bloodſhed. Ph. ; 
hen you bad 


ſrom you will quickly do it, Ur. 


beſt prepare your ſelf; for ou t find nothing | 


bog Repuer upon this Accor. Do you thirk "x h 
85 Hz 8 In 
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I' Aing my ſelt away upon a Man, I have ſeen 
bur Yelterday? Ph. But try me, Deareſt ; Com- 
mand me any Thing, and fee if I am not Obſequi- 
0 Ur. Then I command you never more to 
mention Lore to me. Ph. Any Thing, but that, 
my lovely Fair; the Heart wou'd ſometimes burſt, 
witheut a Vent to eaſe it. Ur. Then vent it to 
your ſelf, and, never let me hear it more. Ph. 1 
hope you doit forbid me ſeeing you. Ur. NO, 

L doii'c, provided Here ſte ſtopt, when Phi. 
ledon te: 8 embracing her, ſaid, Provided what, 
m DEAREST ? Ur. You ta. Eno more of Love 
Affaits: 1 like your Cnverſation, upon any other 
Subje:t. Ph, But give me Leave to relate one Story. 

| Dr. Goon, ſo the Application ben't to me. Ph. 
i Excuſe me, Madam. A certain Gentleman was in 
[ my Condition; he was in Lov? with a young Lady, 
1 and his Paſſion was raisd to the higheſt Pitch. 
1 When abſent from her, ſhe was the continual Object 
| of his Thoughts; when preſent, ſhe was, tho' the 
Delight of tis Ejes, yet the Torment of his Soul, and 
his greateſt Pan. He recciv'd nothing from her 
but cruel Repulſes, and the hardeſt T; eatment. At 
laſt being tir'd out with Diſdain, and not able to 
ſupport himſelf, under the heavy Weight of his Af- 
Hiction, he came to the laſt Reſult, viz. To hang him- 
Sel}; and he pertorm'd it, very early one Morning, 
at the Lady's Door. When it was Day, the unhap- 
py Accident ſoon was nois d abroad, and his ſorrow- 
ful Relations fetcht away the dead Body, in order 
| to Bury it decently. The Way to the Place of Bu- 
1 rial, was by the Lady S Door ; and as they paſs'd 
s = 4 55, ne was fo far from Pit) that the reſolv'd to be 
8 a Spetator of it; and coming to her Window, with, 
an inhuman Diffgain, look'd down upon *em. When = 
* ſee the Reward of Cruelty! She was immediate) 7 Wy 8 
| ſtruck, a ſudden n ſciz's all her Lie 5 
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her delicate Body was metamorphos'd into: a Sone. 
Ur. This is a Poetical Flight of yours, Philadon; 
not to be credited, but by thoſe that will believe 
any Legends, And ſuppoſe it was true, I cannot 
think that Lady was at all concern'd in the Gen- 
tleman's Death. It was his own Act and Deed, 
and a Conſequence of the Reality of his Paſſion. It 
you will love me in ſpite of my Teeth, I cannot 
help that; it is no Fault of mine. Ph. But was 
it not a Fault in Her to be ſo cruel? Is it not cri- 
minal, not to prevent a Murder, when it is in 
ones Power? Ur. I cannot ſee, why a Woman 
ſhou'd force her awn Vaclination, to be ſubſervi- 
ent to any Man's precarious Humor. Ph. Tis 
Gratitude in any one, when lov'd, to love again; 
and here I offer to you my Love unfeigned. Ur. I 
accept it, ſaid ſhe, pleaſantly ſmiling ; when Phi- 
ledon going to embrace her again in the greateſt Ex- 
taſie, ſhe gently put him back, and ſaid, I hope, 

Philedon, you do not expect any Return for it. I you 
do, and think it very valuable, I preſent it to you a- 
gain; aud that, 1think, is the beſt Equivalent that 1 
can give. 8 155 
_ Theſe Words were ſpoken by Urania, in ſuch a 
Manner, between a Frown and a Smile, that Phile- 
don knew not how to take her. However, as we 
are all apt to hope the beſt, in ſuch Caſes, fo did he. 
He thought there appear d ſomething in her Eyes, 
with which ſhe now and then ſtole a Glance, that 
. diſcover'd ſhe was not ſo full of Reſentment againſt 
+bim, as ſhe ſeem'd deſirous to pretend; and all 
ſhe ſaid was only a Copy of her Countenance : When 


going on, he ſaid. Ph. I hope, Madam, exe long. 
_. ſometimes clouded, it is not always ſo. Ur, Leun 


gd dſappointed,. I think I have expreſt my Mind to 


* | | vou 
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you already, and if you deſire my Company any 
longer, you mult forbear this Dzſcourſe. 
Phileden was going to excuſe himſelf, with all 
the Rhetorick his Paſſion could ſuggeſt; when Urania 
roſe from her Chair, as if ſhe defign'd to leave him 
by himſelf ; bur he prevented her, by ſaying, I have 
done, and Sighing deeply after it. Nothing was 
heard between em, but Sighs from Philedon, for 
two or three Minutes Space; till, recollecting his 
diſcompoſed Faculties, he had reſolv'd to turn his 
| Diſcourſe to ſome other Topic, and more, ſeemingly, 
rateful to Ur ania. But here ſome Viſitants inter- 
L rupted his Defign, and Urania being oblig'd to 
| attend upon them in her Mothers Chamber, he paid 
N his Reſpects to them all, and returned home. 
| And here Philedon had certainly thought him- 
7 ſelf impos'd upon by Sordidior, but for one Circum- 
4 ſtance that happen'd at his c ing away; Urania 
| following him to the Door, excuſing the Juterrupti- 
1 on, and giving him the Opportunity of requeſting a 
3 parting Kiſs; which reviv'd his drooping Spirits, 
| ant kept his Soul from fainting. This laſt Beha- 
viour of Nania was like a Cup of Nectar to him, 
corroborating his fnking Facultics, and reſtoring 
him to a Calm within. 5 
Being got Home, and terir'd to his Chamber, (for 
real Lovers when they are abſent from their Miſtreſ- 
ſes do generally admire Solitude) tho? he cou'd not 
but reflect a little, upon what had paſt between 
himſelf and Urania, yet by comparing one Thing 
with another, he cou'd not ſee any ſubſtantia 
Ground there was, to doubt. of his future Succeſs. 
Heing very Sedate and Eaſy, upon this Account, 
he went to Bea, ard fell aſleep, without much Dif- 
flculty. But as it often happens, when the Body is 
becalm d, and the Senſes are lock'd: up faſt, the Mind 
E is fluctuating, and the Tmagination roving ; ſo it 
woas Hhiledon s Misfortune, 1 
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He had ended his ff Sleep, and was juſt entred 
into his ſecond, when he ſeem'd to himſelf to be 
walking in a very pleaſant Paſture. In it was 4 
vaſt Flock of Sheep grazing; many of them Ewes, 
with their tender Lambs, trisking and Skipping, a- 
midſt the thick Graſs. The reſt ſeem'd to fly at 
his Approach; but One, and the moſt Beautiful of 
them al, appear'd to leave its Dam, and follow. 
him at a Diſtance. In his Fancy, he was much 
pleaſed the Lamb ſhou'd take ſuch a Liking to him; 
when on a ſudden, an huge overgrown Wolf ſtar- 
ted up, ſeizd the Lamb by the Throat, and they 
immediately vaniſht together. 

With the Vexation of loſing the: imaginary Lamb, 
that had ſo pleas'd his Fancy, he awoke; and 
cou'd hardly recompoſe himſelf, for-refle&ing on 
it. But at laſt, conſidering that it was but a 
Dream, he did. Burt here his waking Thoughts, and 
the often R:colleSiongbf his paſt Bets had made ſo 
ſtrong an Lmpreſſion upon his Hul, that the ſame 
was reiterated, and he awaked with a great 
Diſcompeſure. — F 

He now began to think, that it was no Dream, 
but a. waking Hiſion; or that, granting it was 4 
Dream, it portended no Good to hin. It ſeem'd 
to him, to look with a very evilg Peel, and as if 


he was in Danger, leaſt ſome RapMaree thi 4 d car- 
ry off his M. iſtreſs. „ 
Dreams, ſome ſay, are Tent from Lak, tho' 


this is a vulgar Error, if it be taken ꝗᷓ Fortiori, and 
on the major Part ; they come.moſt frequent conf. 
another Quarter, and are the Creatures of our Paſſi- 
ons, of. Love, Hatred, Joy, Grief, &c. affecting us 
differently according to the different Temperamem 
of our Bodies; whether that is Sanguine, Chaſerre, 


= 4 Phlegmatic, or Melancholy. 


However, "Philedon's was reither true nor falſe 
| intire- 
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intirely. Tho' ſomething happen'd that had like 
to have daſh'd his Hopes, and made him Deſperate, 
yet it did not go quite ſo far; tho' a violent At- 
tack was made againſt his Iutereſt, and had almoſt 
ſhockt him in the Favour of Urania, yet did it not 
wholly ſupplant him. » 
The Viſitants that came to Dorothea, the Night 
before, had been employ'd, by a Gentleman of a 
conſiderable Eſtate, to make ſome Propoſals to her, 
towards carrying on a Match between himſelf and 


© "Urania; which they did with ſo much Artifice, and 


with ſo many alluring Temptations, that they were 
within an Ace of managing the Point, to obtain 
Permiſſion that Philander, for that was the Gentle- 
man's Name, might wait upon Urania. They ex- 
toll'd his Perſon and his rare Qualities to ſuch a De- 
gree, that he ſeem d rather an Angel than a Mortal 
And then, for his Eſtate; That was a moſt prevail- 
ang Argument; Till Dorothea, happening to inquire 
after his Perſuaſion in Matters of Religion, and finding 
* he was not one of themſelves, began to bog- 
gie at the Propojal ; and at laſt, recollecting Sordi- 
dior s Character of Philedon, and the Promiſe he had 


made him, for Fear of diſobliging her Paſtour, 


+.» 


* 


ſhe gave them a flat Denial. 1 

+  Sordidior, being the moſt aſſiduous Man alive, in 
ſach Affairs, and going to Dorothea's the next Mor- 
ning, Was told all that had paſſed over Night: 
when he manag d ſo with the old Lady, that ſhe 


gave him her Word, Urazia ſhou'd have Philedon, 


or loſe her Favour; and that ſhe would follicit the 
Matter for him, herſelf, and, it Occaſion were, 


would lay her Commands. But there needed not ſo 


much lere; Urania was well affected towards 
Philedon already ; and Commands are uſeleſs, where 
the Will is complying. We ſeldom need to be 
drawn to a pleaſurable Object; We are apt to r un 5 


faſt enough upon ſuch Occaſions. Ma-. 


* RY 


2 
— 
I 


but her Modeſty was great; and tho' ſhe loy E him, 
ſhe could not tell how to ſay, I WILL. Howe 


with defir'd Happineſs, and not bearing ro.ggr 


cannot be ſo eaſily diſcover'd, 
don with him till then; nor indeed then (Mode- 
ſty having rais'd a terrible Conflict within her) till 


— 
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Matters thus ſtanding with Phil edon, conſtant as 
the Evening came, he attended, and repeated his 


preſſing Inſtances to Urania Dorothea permitting him 


all the Liberty of her Houſe, he could deſire. 
Urania found him a molt importunate Lover, and 
and her Power to reſiſt him began, very much, to a- 


bate. This made him redouble his Vigour, 


and employ his whole Artillery to finiſh the icke. 


He kept her up whole Nights, and if ſhe ſeem'd but 
juſt to cloſe her Eyes, he immediately rais dier 

with a Ki. Theſe, accompany'd with the moſſ 
endearing Expreſſions, at laſt brought her to Capitu- 


late; and ſhe promis'd, the next Time he came, 


ſhe would give him a final Anſwer. 
It was now Break of Day before they parted, when 


Promiſe, took his leave of Urania, and went Home. 


N Philedon imprinting a thouſand Kiſſes upon her 
Lips, and returning her many Thanks for her gracious 


Urania's Iuclination towards Philedon was good, 3 


ſhe had given her Promiſe, and ſomething w 
be done. 


Philedon, full of Impatience for the happy Me 


nute, that he hop'd wou'd crown his E 


the Evening, return'd again bretege⸗ ABD; une 
but as Night is the moſt proper Ti 74) . 
% 


that Nature, when the modeſt 


Philedon getting into her Chamber, whither ſhe had 


retir'd, demanded her Promiſe. Urania pretended,” 4 


at firſt, to have forgot it, but he quickly revivd it 


in her Memory, letting her know it was for her 7 


wal Determination of that one Queſtion, -J/hether 


r "oy 


would Land fic 
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ving been ſettled, they were very Expeditions in 
= Their Preparation. 
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de won d ever make him happy in the Enjoyment of her 
as a Wife ? Her Promiſe being out, ſhe eou'd not go 
back from it, when b/uſhing to the greateſt Degree, 
Philedon, ſays ſhe, 1 am ſatisfy'd in your Love, 2 1 
am not at my own Diſpoſal. I am reſolu'd to be wholly 
guided, * Mother; get her Conſent, you will nor fail 


was an Anſuer according to his Deſire; and 
ad ſhe ſaid ever ſo much more, Urania cou'd not 
2; P. d him better. He was fully ſarisfy'd that 


had ſurrendred, and that he had nothing to 


do, but prepare for the Ceremony of taking Poſſeſſicr. | 


I hall omit all the Eudearments that paſt between 


thoſe Lovers at this Time, leaving it to thoſe that 
have been under the ſame Circumſtanees, to guels | 
Philedon's Tranſports and Behaviour. 

By and by, when Philedon was grown a little ſe- 
date, he requeſted Urania's Leave to wait upon her 


"other, and delire her Conſent; tho he was ſecure 


at before; and Urania was not ignorant of it 
elf. She yielded to his Requeſt, and Philedon, 
* 11 upon Dercthea, acquainted her of his Sauce 


cls; of which ſhe wiſh'd him Joy, and expreſt the 


greateſt Satisfation. | . 
There Was now no more need of private Inter- 
views vet weed. {mand the young Lad); his Free- 


dom & ea, and he might ſpeak openly, and 


DAR 


take 2 1 fa 5 her, without Offence. 
e. Nd, was only the Marriage Rites, to 
which, all the Preliminaries ha- 


The Day appointed was come, and married they 


were in the Parijh Church where Urania's Mother 
delt; for tho' People of that - Kidney diſlike = - 

Forms, &c. upon any other Occaſion ; they think. 
their Prope:tz can't be ſufficiently ſecur d without 
Lit, in This. 
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From the Time of their Marriage, which was 
on the Walneſday Morning, till the ſucceeding 
Sunday, there was an undiſturbed Calmneſs ; Nothing 
that appear'd like a Cloud between them. During 
which Time Philedon had earry'd Urania to his 
own. Houſe, and inſtated her, ſole Miſtreſs, as of 
_ himſelf, ſo of his Houſe and Family, . 

But the Sunday Morning came, and brought its 
no ſmall Trouble along with it. The Bride aroſe at 
her ufual Time, and dreſt herſelf, while Philedon 


continued yet in Bed; and ſeem'd altogether un- 


mindful of the Appearance, ſhe thought they ought : 


to make, at Sordidior's Meeting. 
. Urania ſuffer'd him to reſt, tf ſhe began to think 
it high Time they were gone, if they deſign'd to 


go at all; when ſhe went to him and ask d, if bg: 
wou'd not riſe, and attend {Sordidior's Meeting. - 
This was a ſhort Queſtion, and he gave her as ſhort 


an Anſwer, tho' with all the Complaiſauce imagina- 


ble. No, ſaid, PHILEDON, my Dear, I wil 
not go to his, or any other Meeting: But if you pleaſe, 
T wait pn Jou to the Dur, and there you muſt 


excuſe Me. 


This unexpected Aber immediately put the 


tender Urania into Tears, and made her begin to 


ſuſpect ſhe had been miſerably deluded into an Haus- 


band, that was a Reprobate. However ſhe reſoly'd 


to try him, with the moſt potent Arguments of her 


Sex, with Prayers as well as Tears; but they both 


prov alike Ineffetiual, to alter him from his Reſo-" 


lution. 


Upon this he requeſts him, to be, „ 45 leaſt as 
5 2 good as his Word, and go with her to the Meeting- - 
Door. This he readily aſſented to, and jumping 


out of Bed he was ready in a Trice, ſooner than 


any one cou'd have thought, or indeed than he 
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Uyania had this Thought in herſelf, when the de- 

ſir'd this of her Husband Philedon, that if ſhe 
cou'd prevail with him ſo far, ſhe might, perad- 
venture, intice him in. But ſhe quick y found 
herſelf diſappointed, and he left her to the Satis- 

faction ( if ſhe cou'd have any at that Time) of 

Hearing the admired Sordidior, with her Mother; 
that, like a pionus good Woman, had been there a 

„ conſiderable Time before. Me 

/ This made the Tears guſh out afreſh, and her 

to haſten in, as faſt as ſhe cou'd : While Philedon 
walk'd another Wa), and went to Church. 

Being got in, and hardly able to ſpeak for Sob- 

9 bing, her Mother was ſurpriz d to ſee her Daughter 

in this woful Plight, and eſpecially in ſo ſhort a 

Time after her Marriage : And the Diſturbance this 

Sight had created in the old Lady was ſo Great, ſhe 
could not attend her Devotions, till ſhe had in- 
quir'd into the Cayſe of it; when having receiv'd 

the Hints, ſhe fat, ſeemingly, Quiet, till the Sermon 
was over. | 8 8 | 
That being ended, without tarrying to pay her 
uſual Compliment to the Teacher, away ſhe poſts, 

" enters her Coach at the Meecting- Houſe Door, and 
orders the Coach. man to drive away to PHILE- 
DON's. Full of J/atb ſhe was, as poor Urania 
was full of Concern; when they came Home, where 
they found Philedon teturn'd. 5 5 

- Sordidior, that had an Hawk's Eye about his Con- 
gregation, had obſerv'd the Diſcompoſure of Urania, 
during the Time of Service, and their ſudden De- 
parture after; and was much concern'd, tho” he 
coi'd not imagine the Reaſon of it. SLID 

. Dorethea's Paſſion, which is one 6f the moſt: 

bitter Enemies to Mankind, had. fo far prevail'd 
oer her Keaſon, that ſhe had reſolv'd Right or 
Errong, to attack Philedou in the moſt wrulent.. 
CY — Terms; 
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Terms; accuſing him of Hypocriſy, Impoſture, Chea- 
ting, and what not. That SHE ſhould let her 
Daughter marry ſuch a Miſcreant, a Villain and 
Apoſtate, ſhe ſaid, was the Grief of her Heart; and 
that ſo good a Man as Sordidior ſhould have been 

impos'd upon by him, was what ſhe could not 
bear with any tolerable Patience, Then ſhe wiſht 
that Urania's Fortune had been again in her Hands; 
but that was too late; it having been paid to 
Philedon upon the Wedding-Day, However, ſhe 
promis'd him he ſhou'd never ſee a Farthing of 
Hers, as long as he liv'd. 

The moſt prudent Method to deal with an im- 
prudent Perſon, that gives a Looſe to his Paſſion, 
and vents his Spleen in bitter Invectives, is to let 
him run his full Length, ſay all he can, and talk 
himſelf out of Breath, without Interruption. When 
he has done, and begins to cool, then is the 
Time for any One to urge what he can ſay in 

his own Vindication; but then his Plea ought to 
be made with all the Sedateneſs that can be, for 
fear of adding Fuel to the Fire, and blowing up 
the Coals again. This Method Philedon took with 
his neu Mother. He own'd indeed, that, taking 
Things at the jir/# Bluſh, ſhe might have ſome. 
Reaſon to treat him with that opprobriozs Language: 
but that ſhe ought to have examin'd better, before 
ſhe had gone ſo far. He confeſs'd that he had, 
for ſome Time paſt, frequented Sordidior's, but 
that it was not out of any Regard to himfelf, or 
his Doctrine, but purely for the LOVE he bore to 

her Daughter: That he had been educated another 
Way, in which he hop'd to Die. He told her, 
that he did not Queſtion but herſelf and Urania 

_ wou d acquieſce in what he had done, when they 
knew the real Reaſons of it; and in fine, that Sor. 295 
didior had betray'd, and ſold, her Daughter to 15 r 
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This laſt Reflection upon her Shepherd was 
more cutting to the old Gentlewoman, than any 
Thing he had {ſpoken beſide: It touch'd her to 
the Quick, and, in an Inſtant, put heb whole Maſs 
of Blood into a Ferment. It ſhe was extremely 
Angry before, now ſhe was become Outragious. 
This made her Fingers move, as quck as her 
Tongue, and ſhe flew in the very Face of Philedin ; 
while the * weeping Urania ſtood by, not knowing 
which Side to take. | DF 
* Philedon only awarded her Blows, while he found 
Opportunity of taking her by the Arms, and holding 
them down, with all the Tenderneſs and good 
Manners he could. Having ſecur'd her thus, he 
begs'd her to be pacify'd a little, while he diſ- 
cover'd a Secret, in relation to that Part Sordidior 
had aced in this Affair; and, upon a fair Hear- 
ing, he wou'd ſubmit himſelt ro her Judgment. 
This was ſo reaſonable a Requeſt, that ſhe could 


not but yield to it, eſpecially ſince ſhe herſelf 
was to be the ſole Judge of the Matter; and from 
wWbhom there was to be no Appeal. When Philedon 
thus began. é 4 7 


: 


% MADAM, ſaid H E, I doubt not but you 


F are well acquainted with $rdidior's Hand-wri- 
e 3728, which 1 can produce, in a /ittle Time; in 
& an @£ſtrument you very little think of, I had 

„ frequented his Congregation, ſome Time, before 


* he took any Notice of me; but at laſt he did. 


When being called into the Yeſtry, and ask'd a 
few Queſtions, I made him a Preſent of five 


& Gujxeas; which he took kindly, and inquiring 
« where I liv'd, he told me, he would come and 
te viſit me, ſuch a Day the next Nie; which he 


„ did. While he was at my Houſe, he took a 


«full View of it from Top to Bottom, obſerv'd | 


my Steck, and the continual Succeſſion of my Cuſto- 
. | : | | ww cc F 


en, 


” 7 
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*© mers, with which he ſeem d ſo pleas d, he told 
«© me I wanted but one Thing he mis'd in my 
* whole Houſe, and that was . good Wiſe; ask- 
« ing if I ſaw none, in his Congregation, I lik d? 
This Queſtion was eaſily anſwer d: for I was 
* then in Love-with my dear Urania, tho? I had 
te not ſpoke to her · He approv'd of my Choice, 


<« encourag d me in my Purſuit, and promis d to 


** further me all he could, by introducing and 
* recommending me to you both. But before 
We parted, he required I would give him 2 
*© Note for a Hundred Pounds, on Demand ; in 
© Caſe I ſucceeded. If he had demanded ten 
* Times as much, I ſhould have comply'd, for 
* the Love I bore your Daughter. He drew the 
Bil according to his own Mind, and gave it me 


« to Sign, This Bill he has, and; the Morey is 


* duc. Now, all I requeſt 'is this, that,you 
vod be patient till 1 ſend for him, and diſ- 
*« charge the Obligation, and then your own Eyes 
6 ſhall be the Judges. 

This plain Narrative of Philedon's. made ſack 
Impreſſion upon Dorothea, that ſhe own'd herſelf 
concern d, for the raſh Folly ſhe had been guilty of; 
and promis d Philedon to — him ample Amends, 
in Caſe, he made out what he had alledg'd a- 
gainſt Sordidior; declaring that ſhe ſhould eſteem 
him the greateſt Villain, in the Univerſe, upon her 
Conviction of it. 

Thus the Hurricane in | Philedaw 8 Family was hap- 
Pily quieted; and, after Dinner, the old Lady re- 


turned Home: very well ſatisfy d at Philedon's Ma-. 


nagement, tho' ſhe inwardly. fretted at the horrid 
Hypocriſy and baſe Infidelity of Sordidior, which 
ſhe partly believ'd. 


When Urania . how FIRE ſtood, and: 1 ENR 


| how. Philedon Bd ſatisfied her Mother, the allo. 
"x was 


64 Presbyterian Piety, or 

Vas very Eaſy, inſomuch that her Huland was 
extremely pleas'd to ſee it. . 
The next Morning Sordidior, according to Cu- 
ſtom, waited upon Dorothea, to inquire atter the 


Occaſion of Urania's Diſorder the Day before. 


Dorothea was too Prudent to let him know the 
true Cauſe at preſent ; and put it off with a ſlen- 
der Excuſe, telling him all was well again. 
On the Hdneſday following, Philedon, having 
firſt deſir d Dorothea to come to his Houſe, ſent a 
Mleſſage to Sordidior, requeſting him to come to 


him forthwith ; which he accordingly did. When 


being come, he carry d him up Sairs into his 
Dining-Room, as having ſomething to ſay in pri- 
vate. Philedon had delir'd his Mother-in- Lau and 
Urania, before Sordidior came, to ſeat themſelves 
in the next Room, where only a thin Partition was 
between, that ſo they might be Ear-witneſſes, 
themſelves of all that was ſpoken. N 

When Hordidior ask'd Philedon, what was the Bu- 
.  faneſs, he had ſent for him ſo haſtily; Philedon re- 
peated the many Obligations he lay under to him, for 


having procur'd him ſo virtuous a Lady as he eſteem- 


ed Urania; telling him he thought himſelf, in Gra- 


zitude, oblig d to diſcharge the Note he had gi- 


ven him, for his Service in that Affair; it being 
wholly owing to him, that the Marriage had been 
ſo happilyfconſummated. But Sordidior, knowing 
the Money to be in Good Hands, was unwilling to 
receive it; having a deeper Fetch. He told Philedon, 
that, he was a Mar in Trade, that the Adoney 
might do him more Service than it would Him- 
ſelf, and if he pleaſed he might keep it in his 
Hands ; only exchanging the Note due on Demand, 
fo ſoon as he ſhould be marry'd to Urania, for another 


of the ſame Sum borrow'd ; for which he ſaid Phi- | 
ledon needed only pay Six per Cent. Intereſt, - ani 
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He would deſire no More. To this Propoſal of 
Sordidior, Philedon anſwer'd, that He ow'd 10 
Man any thing but himſelf, and was reſolv'd to 


make himſelf a clear Man. 


The 3 Mate h- naker finding that his 
Project was diſappointed, and that Philedon was 
fix'd in his Reſolution to take in his Note, lugg'd 


cout his Pocket-Book, where kept his Arcana, 


or Secrets of the ſame Nature; and turning it 


over ſeveral Times, at laſt he found the Valuable 


| Paper, which he look'd for, and laid it down 


upon the Table, while Philedon told the Money, 


on the other fide. When a private Signal being 


ven, by a Stamp of Philedon's Foot, in came 
orothea. Sordidior perceiving that he was be- 


tray'd, was ready to ſink down at the Apprehen- 


Jon of it; and wou'd willingly have renounc'd 
the Money, 1f he might have been free from the 


Scandal, of what he had ſo Foully tranſacted. 
But Philedon had ſecured the Vote uponDorothza's 88 


firſt Entrance, and That was a ſufficient Evi. 


dence to Her, againſt Sordidior; if ſhe had not 


over-heard the Whole Di ſcour ſe that had paſt be- 
tween them. | 


While Sordidior was under This Surprixe, adhd —_ 
endeavouring an Excuſe of Private Bufineſs the 
were about, in Order to get rid of Her; He 
had neglected the Treaſure. Which Durothea 

ſeeing, the preſently made a Seizure of it, and 
took it into her own Poſſeſton, as Contraband, 
Oitward Bound Goods, and defir'd his Reverence 
to depart, forthwith , unleſs he wanted to be 
Worſe treated, as indeed he deferv'd. 
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Sordidior finding it was no Time to conteſt 
with an In ur d and Incens d Lady, was fain to 
take up his Staff and be gone: Glad he had 
eſcaped wit! an Whol? Skin, tho? horribly vex d 
at 2 8 Diſappointment, ar rd Scandal, he labour'd 
under. 

Dorothea, when the ſaw the Note, acknow- 
Iedged i it to be the Haud Mriting of Sordidior, 
and ſo incens d ſhe was thereat, _— could not 
forbear the following Exclamation. © What is 
become of Religion? And Whither. is ſhe 
„ fled? Surely there is nothing of it left among 
* Mortals, but only the Appearance; and that 
4 is made the Sta king-Horſe to Intereſt, Well 
may the Streams be Muddy, when the Foun- 
« tains are ſo much diſturbed ; Well may the 
* Flock be Infected, wen the Paſtors are ſo full 
of Corruption. Sordidior is the Man, I little 
„thought wou'd ever have been, uilty of ſuch 
„ Villany. I thought him one of the Elect, as 
e he has often inſinuated. And ſince the Saints 
“ can allow themſelves in theſe Practices, III 
&« ſeek 5 0 other Shepherd, that may pretend 
to LFefs, and yet be more Sincerg. If the 
| „ Godly. 48 they call themſelves are ſuch, 
“ Thoſe whom They call the Ungodly, may be 


« Better. And for 66 Reaſon, Farewel Ser- 


te didior, farewel Meetings, no more of Them 
« for me; Irenounce Tem all together, and 
1 am reſolvd to make the Church of England 
my Sant uary for the Future. 

This Reſolution of Dorot bea was SY Het 
by Urania, to the greateſt Foy. and Satis a 
of Philedon, that poſſibly cou'd be; He was 


perfectly tranſported at this Happy Conver i * 
an 
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and embracing Urania with all the Tenderneſs 
imaginable, He engag'd himſelf to be the Beſt 
of Husbands; and never more to diſoblige her, 
The Endearing Expreſions, that paſt between 
theſe Two, upon This Occaſion, were ſo pleaſing 
to Dorothea, that the -promis'd a conſiderable 
Addi ion to Urama's Fortune; and to go with 
Them to their Pariſh Church, on the Sunday 
Following: 2 | f e 
Matters in Reſpect to Religion (which too of- 
ten prove the Bane of many Families) being thus 
adjuſted, to the Mind of Philedin, Phbiledon 
prov'd fo good an Husband to Urania, that Va- 
nia thought ſhe could never have been more 
happily Married , and Dorothea was of Opini- 
en No Perſon in the World could better deſerve 
 Urania than Philedoon. OS 
Dorothea and Her, Now, moſt Happy Daughter, 
were quickly miſs'd at Sordidior's Conventicle; 
and the Cauſe being whiſper'd about, it occa- 
ſion'd no ſmall Reflection upon the Good Man; 
Notwithſtanding the Saints did all they cou'd 
to ſtifle it. But the Truth wou'd out; for 
great is Truth, and will prevail, maugre all the 
Stratagems Deſigning Perſons can uſe to prevent 
be” "Ire 7 W F223 
Philedon and Urania, as They had no Cauſe 
to repent Sordidior's Treachery, which had been 
 { Inſtrumental towards the promoting their 
Happineſs, ſo they were very Quiet and Sparring. 
of Sordidior's Character; They knew how he 


had acted, with Reſpect to themfelves, and that 


was enoug? for them to know; ſo they enquir'd 
no further: But Dorothea was not 10 peaceable z 
her Re ſentments of the Deluſions went higher, an 


ne 
( 2) 
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ſhe made it a great Part of her Buſineſs, not only | 


to relate what herſelf had experienc'd of Sor- 
didior, But to enquire and ſift his Behaviour in 
other Places, as well as in her Family. 


The Fraud Sordidior had put upon Dorothea 


had turn'd to her Satisfaction; but it happen'd 
one Day, ſhe met with another of her own Sex, 
that had been ruin'd by him : And telling her 


Story, according to Cuſtom, in the Hearing of 


the Unhappy Woman, it preſently extorted the 
Following Relation from her. Madam, ſaid 
„ ſhe, I find by your Diſcourſe, that you have. 


© not that Reaſon to complain of Sordidiors 


E Baſeneſs, that many others have; and my ſelf 
** 11 particular, I have been injur'd by him 
< moſt egregiouſly, and am perfectly undone 

& by his Means vel EY; 

_ Theſe Words of the Unfortunate, had ſpurred 
up the Curioſity of Dorothea, and ſhe requeſted 


her, to give herſelf the Trouble of Relating, 


_ what his Behaviour, towards her, had been. 
It is with fome Trouble, generally, that we 
recolle& our paſt Misfortunes, and the Repeti- 


tion of them, is, in ſome Meaſure, a Renewal 
olf them: No wonder then, if a Perſon that 


was very ſenſibly touch'd with her Afflictions, 


and labour'd at that Time under the Preſſure of 
them, could not refrain from Fears, while ſhe _ *. 


gave Dorothea an Account of them. 


However to gratifie the Lady in her Requeſt, 
The began. Madam, ſaid ſhe, (the Tears trick- 
ling gently down her Cheeks) © It would pierce 
an Heart of Stone to hear the Relation of 
<« my Misfortunes, Within theſe Two Months, 
I was in an Happy Way of Living; and now 
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eam brought to Beggery, with my Children; 
& by the Villany of that egregious Hypocrite, 
„ Sordidior, That Tam a Widow, Madam, you 
may perceive by my Dreſs, and I can aſſure 
«* you a miſerable One, by the Treachery of 
% that Great Decetver, Three Mont s are not 
e quite paſt, ſince my Dear Good Husband 
“ dyed, and left me in Poſſeilion of 800 J. in 
“ Money, for the Benefit of my ſelf and Chil- 
* dren; and to be employ d for our Advantage. 
“ I had all that Money in my Hands; tho' be- 
“ ing but a Woman, I knew not what to do 
* with it, nor how to diſpoſe of it, with Secu- 
* rity, for our better Support, and without en- 
« croaching upon the Principal. At that Time 
“I had ſuch an Opinion of Sordidior's Good- 
« neſs and Honeſty, T thought none ſo proper to 
« adviſe with, as that ſeeming Holy Man. I 
& confided in him ſo much, for his External Sau- 
city, and the Mighty Devotion that appear d in 
& him, that had almoſt an Angel accus d him of 
« Hypocriſy to me, I ſhould hardly have hark- 
« ened to him. Upon this Truſt, one Day 1 
« went to Sordidiors, hoping to find him a 
« Faithful Counſellour. He had known of the 
* Death of my Ausband, ſome Time before; 
ce but, till then, he knew nothing of my Circum- 
% Hauces; and it had been happy for me, if he 
& had never known em. Here a Flood of 


Tears guſh'd out, and ſtop'd the Current of her 


Speech for ſome Time; but Dorothea and the 
reſt of the Company perſuading, ſhe recover'd, 


* 


and proceeded thus. 


ce Wh jen 


„ 
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When I was come to Sordidior, I told him 
e the Poſture of my Affairs, and of the 80cl. 
in particular; requeſti:.g him to be my Ad- 
* viſer in the Diſpoſal of it. I in form'd him, 
it was the fole Dependance of both my Self, 

and my Children, and wou'd fain have pre- 
* vail'd with him, to let me put it into his 

* Hands. In anſwer to this, he was pleas'd 

* to tell me, that the Times were very difficult, 

„ that it was hard to know whom to truſt: 

* That, for his Own Part, he never undertook 

„ {ſuch Things himſelf, neither could he readily 

adviſe, whom I might confide in; but that he 

would ſeck the Lord, and if I would come to 
him again in Three, or Four Days I ſhould have 
an Anſwer, Being well ſatisfy'd with what 
 Sordiator had promis'd, I return'd Home; not 

* doubting but he wou'd perform exactly, and 

to my Content, I repeated my Viſit accord- 

ing to Time, and Sordidior was more punQual 

* than 1 could ' wiſh he had: He told me, he 

* had found'a Perſon J might confide in, a Re- 

lation of his own ; and he directed me to his 

* Houſe, among the Barkers, where I might 
4 Uiſpoſeof my Money; adding withal that 

he had ſpoken to his Kinſman himſelf, in my 


” * 


LNorhing cou'd have rejoyc'd a Perſon under | 

« my Grcumſtances, more than this ſeeming Kind- 

c eſs of Sordidior did me; and I went immedi- 
& ately to the Barker, according to the Directi- 
| „ on had received; little dreaming I was 
| “ poſting to my Ruin: as I found I did. Within 
« Four Days, after I had diſcharg'd my ſelf of 
&* ny Money, my ſo late recommended Banker 

„ had diſcharg'd himſelf of his Houſe; and his 

|  « Sop | > 
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ce Shop was ſhut, There was the Neſt, but the 
« Bird vas flown, and all my Subſtance was gone 
« along with him. Upon this I made my Ap- 
« plication to Sordidior, but received no Satis- 
« faction, except ſome Compliments of Condolence. 
« Well, I was reſolv'd not to reſt, till I had 
« found the Perſon who had been ſo Injurious 


to me, which I did; but to no more Purpoſe, 


« than if I had ſpar'd my ſelf that Trouble. 
« He was now got into a Place of Durance, and 
« being a Priſoner at Large, he valu'd not his 
« Creditors. However I apply'd to him to re- 


* fund me ſome Part, in Conſideration of my 


« Unhappy Circumſtances ; But he was deaf to 
« all my Intreaties, and J receiv'd no other Sa- 
ec tisfaction but this, That himſelf had but 50l. 
« of my Money, that Sordidior had the reſt, 
« which he ow'd him upon Bond and Judgment: 
« That Sordidior had been appriz'd of his Fail- 
« ing, and had recommended her to him, only 
« for that Reafon, to ſecure himſelf. And thus 
« Sordidior is ſafe, while I and my Family are 
«© ran: 5 
Here the Poor Woman ended, with a great 
many Sighs and Tears, while the whole * - 
uy ſympathiz'd with her in her Grief; but Do- 


* 


rot hea eſpecially : who invited her to come and 


live with her, and promis d to take ſome Care 
of the Children, in Caſe they would deſert Sor- 
didior, which the Mother moſt readily conſent- 
ed to, becauſe ſhe had reſolv'd before. 

This Fate had Sordidior's Politicks, to the 
Great Decreaſe of his Meeting, as well as the 
Extream Mortification of himſelf; who valu'd 


not ſo much the Straying of his Flock, as the 
Diminution of his Income, and the misfortune | 


of 
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of being pointed at, as he went along the 
Streets, with this Cutting Reflection, There goes 
the Presbyterian Match-maker ; tho* he had this 
Comfort under his Afliction, He was not the on- 
Iv Faithful Shepherd, bf his Fraternity, that de- 
ſerv'd that Character: but Many Others, if they 
had been as well known, wou'd merit the ſame 
Note of DisTIVCTION. 
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r N the famous Gity of AUGUST A, 
the grand Metroyalis of the BR I- 
EEZZz TANMNATIC Iſlands, near that Ce- 
llebrated College, where the more ſo- 
Fara Fs ber part of Mankind, (as They call 
Themſelves) are often kept confin'd, and ſome- 
times under Chains; while the Madder run A- 
broad, and en joy the Liberty of Breathing the 
_ Freſh delightſome Air, which They dont de- 

e : Stands a ſmall, but compact noted E D I- 
uk CE z-devoted Principally to the Service of a 
K certain 
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certain Society: that are fam'd for CURRY ING, 
(I don't ſay Aides, fo much as Favour of great 
Per ſonages, that cannot be more oblig'd, than 
by Conde ſcenſions made to the Congregations of 
the Spotleſs) and Firſt, erected for Prophane, 
tho now diverted to Uſes, ocemingly more Holy. 
This Building as it was defign'd, fo it once 
ſerv'd to no other Purpoſe, but as a Place of 
Rendexvous to a jolly Company of City Baccha- 
nalians, on Their Gaudy Days, and ſome other 
more particular Occaſions, But nom, as if They 
were not able to ſupport it Themſelves, they 
have admitted Partners: The Saints, as they 
wou'd fain be thought, are Sharers with them, 
in the Poſſejion of it; and rejoice, by turns, to 
take their Places. 
On every fr/t Day, it is frequented by an 
Holy Brother-hood, Deſcendants from Fack of 
 Mmnſter, Knipperdolling, &c. with a Clan of 
Liſters, that are, literally, Philadelphians. 
Of this Fraternity, not many Years ago, was 
one Whikero, a dapper Blade in Stature, but 
pPamper'd like a Punchinello, with a Face like a 
Full- Moon, - and a Belly that diſcover'd he was 
not much given to Faſting, or any other Works 
of. Mortification, whatever he might, dictate to 
"his People; to whom he was an infallible Di- 
rector. OI nn” 
Hy the Hoarineſs of his Head, one wou'd have 
taken him for one of the Antients of Tine; that 
he had been Born cf a Long-liv'd Generation ; 
„tho“ he had a Colt's Tooth, and was very Prone, 
like a Cat, to move his Tail upon the leaſt 
q TT 
bistro, as he had a good Stock of Aſſurance... 
o he wanted not a voluble Tongue to expreſs hin- 
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ſelf; and if He ſometimes blurted Nonſenſe, 
which will happen in nuch ſpeaking; with his 
Congregation, it paſt for Myſtery, and ſome of 
the knotty Points of an immediate Revelation, 
Jo carry on any; even the moſt villanous, De- 


ſign with Succeſs, the beſt way is to ſhelter un- 


ſelf Popular; this had gain'd him Credit with a a 


Flock, and having perſuaded them that bis Cf 
fice, tho* he had no other Miſion but from him- 


der the Umbrage of Religion, and the Covert of 
a SEEMING Sanctity of Life. By this means, 
the giddy thoughtleſs Multitude are eaſily im- 
pos d upon, and induc'd without much Dift- 
culty, to believe their Teachers to be really 
Golden, becauſe they Gliſter. Ns 

This was the way Whiskero took to make him 


parcel of unthinking Bigots; this had given, 
him the Authority of a ruling Elder over his: 


ſelf, was of Divine Right; he exercis'd Lord- 
ſhip over them, and was a Tyrant over their” 
Conſciences, and by that means he had eaſie Ac- 
ceſs to their Pockets, | 1 

There is certainly the greateſt Satisfaction im- 
aginable in a Life of true Devotion: But to 
play the Hypocrite and Counterfeit Religion with 
a Continuando, to Act the Impoſtor for a long Se- 


ries of Years, is ſuch a Conſtraint upon a Mans . 
felf, a York of ſo much Drudgery, as is difficult 


to indure, without a proſpe@ of the greateſt Ad- 


vantage: And Whiskero having found the Hh 
to that, ſat the more Eaſie under it; tho he 


could not always Act his Part fo Cunningly, but 


he ſometimes made a Trip, and diſcover d he 


had his unwarrantable Recreations in Private; 


Tho! Ybiskero cou'd Pray by the Hour-Glaſa in 
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Place, in the Abſence of an Husband, with a 
great "deal more- Heat, and equal rn 


During the time of this 15 ſpiritual "TE | 


tion, it happen'd that one Cornutus and his Wife 
Flora were become his conſtant Auditors, Con- 
verts to his way, tho abominably perverted from 


a Better. This Cornutus was an Eminent Citi- 


zen, of no mean Trade, a Linnen-Draper, that 
made a Figure among the Beſt, and his Vord was 
Current upon the Royal-Exchange, near to which 
he liv'd, and was no ſmall Dealer: In moſt of 
the V alks, under the City Grafs- hopper, he was 
well known, and his Credit wou'd paſs for Thou- 


ſands. 


It had been the Misfortune of Cornutus, in the 


latter end of his Apprenticeſhip (thro' the Neg- 
led of his Maſter, that had indulg'd him too 


great Liberty) he was become a Hunter of 


Churches, and us'd to ramble up and down, du- 
ring the Time of Divine Service; never paſling 


by any Congregation he came to, without look- 


ng in upon Them: Whether Presbyterian, Ana- 


raph, "Qs Druaker, &c. and ſeldom tarrying, un- 
le 


ne met with ſomething either Novel, or Di- 


verting, 
One Sunday, as he was taking his Rounds, he 
chanc'd to drop into the Place, where V bikers, 


at that time, held Forth; and juſt when the 
good Man was arguing ſtrenuoully, upon the 


Topick of Brotherly-Love, and declaiming pow- 
erlully againſt Per ſecation, Church Cenſures, and 


| Excommuntcations, &c. as inconſiſtent with true 


Relig gion. 


The chief Arguments he made uſe of gait | 
Lach Severities were theſe, © That a Man may 
5 TOE Sincere 1 in any Way of Worſhip; that \ac-! 

* | 6 « cording. WIE 
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<& cording to his Sincerity he is more or leſs in 
„ the favour of Heaven, let his Religion be 
what it will. That no Church onght to Un- 
& church another, or declare it out of God's Fa- 
« vour ; that Conſciencious Men and Women 
“cannot be in Danger, for being out of any 
particular Church: That there is no ſuch thing 
cas real Perfection, or Excellency,in any Religion, 
<< that can juſtifie our adhering to it ; but that 
ce all is founded in our perſonal Perſuaſion. That 
the Reaſon we left the Popiſh Doctrines, was, 
« not becauſe they were actually Corrupt, but 
„ becauſe we thought them ſo. That no Men 
have the Power of Legiſlation in the ſpiritual 
« Kingdom, and that the Commandments of Men 
c are not to be regarded in the Affairs of Relt- 
„ gion. 1 A | 

From theſe, and ſuch like, deſtructive Propo- 
fitions he Learnedly concluded: That as we can- 
not pretend to know the Hearts and Sincerity of 
Men, ſo when any are Perſecuted, upon the Ac- 
count of their Religion, we cannot tell but they 


Q 


LC 


may be the Favourites of Heaven, and that their 


Perſecution is Unjuſtifiable, Unwarrantable and 
Antichriſtian. 7 * 5 ee 1903 
Cornutus being a young Man, and his Fudge- 


ment not ripe enough to diſcern the pernicious 

Conſequences of ſuch Fallacies, was mightily 
taken with theſe ſpecious Arguments, and -{wals 
lowing the gilded Pill, without conſidering tze | 
deadly Poiſon, which lay lurking underneath 4 


the dazling Super ficies, he immediately began to 
Fault his Education, that had train'd him up in 
the Boſom of a perſecuting Church, iuſomuch, 
that he refoly'd to join himſelf to Whiskero's 


Congregation, and hecome a Diſciple of this 


great 


1 


70 TheCLoven-Foor, or the 


great Profeſſor of Sincerity *.4 And accordingly 


he did, whenever he cou'd get Opportunity, tho 


in time, he paid very dear for it, 


And here, it may not be improper to obſerve, 


that this Misfortune of Cornutus, was no great 
Commendation to his Maſter ; and may, in a great 
Meaſure, be attributed to his Negle#. Young 
Perſons are like untam'd Colts, which muſt be 
kept in with Bit and Bridle, till they are Broke, 


and come to their perfect Gates. When Tonth are 


committed to the Care of Maſters, in order to be 


inſtructed in any Trade, or Profeſſion, Their 


Maſters are in the. ſtead of Parents; they are 
their Vicegerents, with full Authority, and 
ought to have the ſame Regard, A ſtrict Care 
ought to be had, in particular, of their Mr als, 
as well as of their Inſtruction in the Baſmeſs of 
their Calling: For as This puts them in a way to 


tive Vell, thoſe alone can make em live Happi- 
ly. To indulge Touth in Running about after 


their own Heads; to let 'em frequent what Con- 
gregations they think fit, is to commit a Feather 
to the Wind, and ſuffer them to be expos'd to 
every Blaſt of Fanatic Doctrine. The Weaker, 
even of Mer, ſuch as are unſettled in their Prin- 
ciples ought not to truſt themſelves in ſuch Pla- 
ces; and much leſs are Boys to be truſted in 
them. Many a Fopiſh Prieſt has taught in a Con- 
venticle, and many a Feſuit has been the Oracle 
of a Tub. © | 
But to return. Cornutus was fo bewitched 
with theſe Doctrines of M hiskero, that he was be- 
come his Idol, tho' it was not yet a Convenient 


Iime for him to profeſs himſelf. During the 
remaining part of his Apprenticeſhip, which was 
but ſhort; not above Three Months; He attend- 


a 
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ed his Meeting, but only as a Stroler, and with 
Caution, for Fear of his Maſter's Reſentment; 
and eſpecially, becauſe He Courted His Daughter, 
at that Time. | 
But now He was become his own Man, a Free- 

man of the City, and had done a great deal of 
Buſmeſs in a little Time. In about five Weeks 
from the Concluſion of his Servitude, having no 
Want of Money, He had got Him an Houſe, and 
Shop, well Furniſh'd, an excellent Trade and a 
Wife into the Bargain; and being thus ſettled, 
with nothing to fear, He made it his Buſineſs, 
one Day, to wait upon F hiskero, and declare to 
Him his Deſire of becoming One of his Flock. 
Cornutus, upon This Occaſion wanted No 
Maſter of the Ceremonies to introduce him to 
Mhiskero; it was enough that He was a Convert, 
and a Fee to the Doctor was a Demonſtration of 
it; without any Confeſſion of Faith, Recantation 
of Principles, or Subſcription of Articles. And 
being thus admitted by the Shepherd and allow'd 
for Good, the next Thing to be done was his 
Introduction into the Fold, which was perform'd 
the next Firſt Day, in Ample Manner. | 
Cyrnutus had Now diſcover'd his Perſuaſion (if 
that can be call 'd a Perſuaſion that has No Founda- 
ton to go upon) to his Wife, and invited Her 
to go a long with Him, that Day, to Vhiskero s, 
but Sie excus'd herſelf at that Time; tho' She 
promis'd, at Another, ſhe wou'd. Upon This, 
away he goes to Whiskero's Houſe, where He met 
with Two Elders of the People, Wiſeacre a But- 
ton Maker, and Snap a Barber, that were ready, 
afier a Great Many Congratulations, and Two or 
Three Glaſſes of Corroborating Vine, to Conduct 
him, as Iwo Supporters, from Whiskero's; which 


! 
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was not above Two Stones Caſt, from the 
o „ 5 0 
When Notice had been given of their ſetting 
dobut, to the People at Meeting, out they march'd 
in folemn Froceſſon; M hiskero going before, and 
Cornutus following between the Two Elders, to 
to the Entrance of the Congregation. The People 
were all ſitting, when Vhistero came ; the 
Men Cover'd, with Their Hats on; but at his 
Approach They all roſe and were Uncover'd ; 
while He walk'd thro' em, with His Hat {tif on 
the Block, till He had mounted the Stage ; the 
Two Elders with the New Diſciple continuing 

ſtill at the Screen. ET... 
M hiskero being exalted above the Reſt, began 
to be a little more Mannerly; and, contrary to 
the Uſual Cuſtom of Men upon a ſuddain Ele- 
vation, He put off his Hat and Cloak too; laying ' 
them by Him. And here He entertain'd his Au- 
dience, with an Harangue about Converſion, and 
How that Preaching was the Cauſe of 1t. That 
They had an Inſtance of the Truth of This, in 
the Perſon that ſtood below, who was con- 
verted by the Powerfulneſs of His Preaching, and 
was worthy to be receiv'd as a Brother among 
them. mm „ a 

- Here heentred into a long Encomium of the 

Perſonal Goodneſs,and Rare Dualifications,of Cor - 
mtu; tho He had never known any Thing of 
him before that eek, nor did He know any 
then, but what He had heard from Himſelf; and 
concluded his Speech That Hz hop d They wou d 
expreſs the Eſteem, They bad for Goodneſs, by Their 
- Readineſs to admit Him, into their Number. 


As V hiskero ended theſe Vords, the Conbrega- 
tion ſhew'd Their Approbation, by Bowing ww 
82 . | . wards _ 
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wards Cormntus ; and the Reſt giving Way, the 
Two Elders conducted him to a long Table, at 
the upper End of the Meeting, in great Form; 
and ſetting him in an Elbow Chazr, at the End, 
next-hiskero, they left him, to Feaſt with the 
reſt of the Congregation, upon a Vocal Entertain: 
ment of Whiskero's, which laſted almoſt Three 
Hours. 1 | 5 

Whiskero had made an End, at laſt, to the Sa- 
tisfaction of all his Auditors; who by this Time, 
as well as their Servants at Home, were grown 
uneaſie, upon Account of their Victuals: When 
Cornutus invited his New-made Guardian Angel, 
and Apoſtle, to Dine with him and his new E- 
Jpouſed Wife, the beauteous FLORA. | 

| Your ſtaunch Fiſhermen, that love the Diver- 
fron, and are skill'd in the Art of Fiſhery, are 
never backward, when a fair Opportunity is given. 
They can't reſiſt a Temptation to what They ad- 
mire. And Whiskero, Catch or Catch not, was 
reſolv'd to try this new Bait. He had under- 
ſtood that Cornutus was a marry'd Man; and 
to Angle with his Rod might do ſome ſervice, 
and take a #iſþ wou'd be more Worth to Him, 
than a Dozen of the common Fry: Upon this 
Conſideration, He made no Scruple to accept of 
the Invitation, and went accordingly, behaving 
himſelf with ſo much Gravity, intermixt with 
a' becoming Mirth, that Flora was extremely 


taken with his Deportment, and  aflur'd Him, 


| ſhe wou' d come with her Husband, to hear him. 


This Promiſe of FLoRA's, was very Grateful to 


W hiskero,and ſo much the more, becanſe He knew 


by Experience that Husbands Pockets are never 


more Acceſſible, than when Vives are Converts, 
N — ">" 


*4 _ 
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and Devotees to Opinions, They are deſirous 
ſThou'd be imbib'd in Their Families. 
With the Satisfaction of having made this 
Firſt Step, ſucceſsfully, V hiskero return*d Home; 
and Flora made her Promiſe Good, the Firſt, 
Following Opportunity. 
_ *Tis Dangerous for an Unguarded - Perſon, or 
who 1s ſubject to be buoy'd up with Flattery,and 
bolſter'd into Pride with Eucomiums, to venture 
into the Society of a Paraſite, a Trencher Friend, 
or One That gets his Living by being a Tongue 
Pad. And Flora was a Little tinctur'd with 
that Common Defe#, SY 
hiskero, as He was a Perfect Maſter of his 
Trade, was very well appriz d, that cou'd He hit 
her on the Right ſide, and touch Her in the ſenſi- 
Die Part, He might quickly gain his Ends, and 
become a fort of Confeſſor to Their Family; and 
15 refolv'd to Do his Bet, to This Pur- 
Po ſe. AY DS | 
75 N To this End, againſt the next Aſſembly of the 
Saints, which was the Time of Flora's promis'd 
Appearance, He had prepar'd Two Sermons, One, 
According to his Common Road; and the Other, 
purely Occaſional, if Mrs. FLORA ſhou'd an- 
[wer his Expe@ation and favour Him with Her 
Preſence : Which He cou'd eaſily diſcern, becauſe 
it Was Cuſtomary for All his Congregation to wait 
Their Teacher's coming: That They might be 
Unanimous in joyning with Him at the Beginning. 
And indeed, in this Particular, They were 
more Uniform and Regular than ſome Others, 
Who profeſs Themſelves Members of the Beſt 
Regulated Church upon Earth - Some Ifay, 
Who: can ſatisfy Themſelves, and think They 
perform Their Duty, if They drop in to 4 


* 
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Prayer or Two at the End, Hear a Sermon and 
partake in the Final Benediction; as if Preach- 
ing was the more Eſſential and Uſeful Part of 


Divine Worſhip, and Confeſion had Nothing to do 


in Religion. But ſuch Perſons may be deſir'd to 


Obſerve, That Without Confeſion there is No Ab- 


ſolution, and without Abſolution there is No 


Happineſs. This is Enough to the Wiſe, Or Thoſe 


that wou'd be ſo. FL 

On the Appointed Day, Flora accompany'd 
her Husband to the Meeting, and V hiskero ſoon 
got Sight of Her, as He mounted the Stage. And 
Now He was to exert himſelf ; ſomething was 
to be done, in Order to gain a Proſelyte, if poſſi- 
ble: And This was the Time. Here Vhiskero 


Put on a very Grave Countenance, and appear'd 


ſo Devout and Saint-like, One could hardly have 
thought it in the Power of Man to be fo Great 
a Counterfeit, How Fervently did he Pray? tho 
it was in A ſtrain altogether Pindaric, and with- | 
out any Connection. What Sighs, What Groans, 
What Ejaculations did He vent, with Looks De- 
mure, and with ſuch an Air of Sanity, as wou'd 


have deceiv' d a Perſon of a great Deal more Ex- 


perience than Flora. 
ITis Pity there ſhould be fo much Deceit in 
Religion, and that Fal ſbood ſhould appear fo like 
to Truth, as hardly to be diſtinguiſh'd from it. 
But it is too often ſeen, and was never more ap- 
parent in any Perſon, than V hiskero. 


4 


When He had pray'd a Full Hour by the Clock 
(for He was reſolv' d to be heard, if mueh ſpeaking. 
won d do it) He entred upon his Diſcourſe : And | 
the Subject, on which He then treated was; The 

Good Part that Mary had taken, in the Goſpel. . 
Upon This Topick He — 8 Occaſion, in a on 2 
. + * 2 n- 
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Invective, to expoſe all other Per ſuaſions, but his 
own, ever ſetting that Uppermoſt, and making 
that the Beſt. None but the Followers of Whis- 
kero were inculpable, and They alone had, there- 
fore, taken the Good Part, | 

The Reflections V hiſkero had made, eſpecially 
upon the Church, the herſelf was brought up in, 


had this Effect upon Flora; As They came from 
24 Man of ſuch a Character, fo much Devotion, 


and ſuch extraordinary Sandity of Life, they 
made her ſhe cou d not but liſten to them. Had 
the Dirt been thrown by an infamous Hand, by 
an Empty Rake, a Profligate Debanchee, or a 
Profeſt Atheiſt, it had not been worth Regard- 
ing. But V hiſeero was eſteem'd a Man of Fudg- 
ment, Great Probity, and a Profeſſor of Sincerity; 
and for ſuch Reflections to come from him, — 
They could not be Untrue or Groundleſs, This 


One Confideration had made her Wavering, and 
Inclinable to Whiſtkero, tho it did not make her 
a- thorough Convert. Before that Work was 
.compleated, there was ſomewhat of Prejudice 
'proceeding from Education, to be remov'd; and, 
This occaſionꝰd V hiſtero another Viſit, before it 


could be brought about. N 
And here V hiſtero, among other his Wiſe Ar- 


guments, was pleas'd to Uſe the Following. That 
Cornutus was her Husband ; That ſhe was oblig'd 
in Duty to be Subject to him; That his Vill 


was to be the Meaſure of her Obedience; That 


He requir'd her Compliance, and that She cou'd 
not refule it, without a manifeſt Diſregard to 
Cornutus, and an Open Violation of the Apaſto- 
lic Precept. | E 55 


» - * 


How ſuch Dodrines may reliſh with the Ge- 
nerality of the Fair- Sex, I don't pretend to de- 


termine. 


— 


„ 


Anabaptiſt Teacher Diſplay' d. 77 


termine. However, they made ſuch an Imprgſion 
upon Flora (ſhe at that Time loving Cornutus 
entirely, and willing to oblige him) that ſhe 
wanted no other Per ſuaſion to bring her over to 
Whiſeero's Meeting, and profeſs herſelf among 
his Diſciples. | 
This was the Beginning of Whiſtero's Intimacy 
with Cornutus and Flora; and the Ground- Mork, 
of all their Future Misfortune. They were now 
become True Sheep, of Paſtor Whiſtero's Fold 
They had good ſubſtantial Fleeces; for thoſe their 
Shepherd lov'd em; anda Familiarity was con- 
tracted, eſpecially between Vhiſtero and Flora, 
which continu'd ſeveral Tears. Tis an ill Wind 
that blows no Body Good , and by Means of this 
Converſion, Whiſkero had gotten One Foot into 
Cornutus's Houſe, and was reſolv'd to make the 
| Beſt Advantage of it, which he cou'd. 
He was Now become, almoſt a Daily Vi ſiter, 
and had all the Freedom imaginable; ſo Great, 
that without a Breach of Modeſty it could not 
be Greater. Wiiskero was always Welcome, 
whether Cornutus was at Home or not; who, be- 


ing a Man of great Buſineſs, was often Abroad. 


However, There was his Second Self, his Repre- 
ſentative, to Entertain in his Abſence, and who 
wanted to be fix d in her New Imbib d Principles 
by the Inſtruction of Whiskero, Who was very 
well pleas'd to be thus employ'd, as Cornutus 
alſo was with his Diligence, and Saint-like Be- 
bamour. A: | 


In a ſhort Time#hiskero had wrought ſo mer. 

Fully with Flora, that ſne was become a Compleat. 
Proficient in the Doctrines of the Good Man, and 
ſo great a Devotee to his Principles, that her Hus- 
band Cornutus was not half the Bigott : Whiskero's 

. | Meeting 
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Meeting was now become the only Place ſhe went 
to; Whiskero's Doctrine was the only Soul ſaving 
Doctrine, and none but Fhiskero was fit to be 
conſulted in any Difficulties relating to Roligi- 
on: He was to be the ſole Fudge of Controverſies, 
and from his Deciſion there was to be no Appeal. 
Whiskero having been ſo great a Pains-taker 
with Flora, and gain'd ſo much upon Her, it 
was no Wonder if ſhe thought herſelf oblig'd to 
reward him all ſhe cou'd. Cornutus had been 
Liberal to ham, and Flora knew it; but was ſo 
beſotted to Fhiskero the did not think her Hus- 
band's Benefactions ſufficient, unleſs ſhe alſo con- 
tributed fomething, Privately, and Unknown to 
Him. But how to procure what ſhe ſo much 
wanted was a Matter of ſome Difficulty; for tho' 
Cormtus lov'd his Wife entirely, ſhe was fo far 
from being his Purſe bearer, that ſhe had no 
Money but what came thro' his Hands, and un- 
| leſs. ſhe cou'd get at That, ſhe could not tell 
- how to ſhew her Gratitude, as ſhe defir'd. 
At Laſt, Fbiskero himſelf, by a fly Innuendo, 
put her upon a Contrivance that might 3 
him, as well as Money; and be a Tolerable E- 
quzvalent for a ſmaller Number of Angels. Be- 
ing with her, One Day, Alone, he infinuated 
to her that Himſelf and Family wanted Linnen, 
and that he deſign'd, very ſpeedily, to come and 
He Their Cuſtomer. Flora immediately took the 
Hint, and concluded that ſuch a Preſent would 
be acceptable to him , when not having the 
Command of Money, ihe reſolv'd to make it up 
to him, that Way. Accordingly ſhe deſir d 
him not to be too hafty, and perhaps his Vants 
might be ſupply d, without much Charge to him. 
Yhiskero found by This, that his Bait was like — ; 
witty! take 
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take, that he was now in Election of a Good 
Bite, and thanking her for her good Intention, 
he Went his Way for that Time; having firſt 
told her, that he ſhould obſerve her Directions, 
and not be too haſty in laying out his Money. 

Flora had never thought of turning T heif,and 
purloining her Husband's Goods,till that Time ; 
but to ſerve her Teacher, that had been ſo Ser- 
viceable to her, ſhe thought there could be no 
Fault in it : She perſuaded herſelf, ſhe had an 
Equal Right with her Husband; and that What 
was His, belong'd alſo to Her, and was at her 
Diſpoſal. And what convinc'd her more, upon 
this Account, was This;  Fhiskero's Implicit 
Conſent, by his Thanking her for her Good Deſign. 

Before Y hiſkero took his Leave of her, ſhe 
had deſir'd an Inventory of what he wanted; and 
having got it, ſhe now reſolv'd to ſupply him 
by Degrees; it being impracticable to do it all 
at once, without an immediate Diſcovery, » - 

The Firſt Opportunity, that offer'd for the 
Furthering of Flora's Delign, was Two or Three 
Days after, when Cornutus and his Servants that 


- 
. 
- 


us'd to look after his Shop, were all out, except 


One Young Man, an Apprentice, that had not 
been long at the Buſineſs, and Time enough only 
to Know the Poſition of the Shop and Goods, to 
Underſtand the Marks, and to Diſtinguiſh the 
Particular Commodities by their Names. end 
A Better Lime ſhe cou'd not hope, and a Fit- 
ter Inſtrument of her Deſign ſhe could not have: 
and accordingly ſhe made Uſe of Both. She 
Firſt order'd him to take down ſeveral Peices of 
ſuch and ſuch Sorts of Hollands, Muſlins, Cam- 
bricks, of conſiderable Value and, wrapping 
them up, to carry them, forthwith, to V hiſtero 83 
5 | to 
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to Give Her Service, and leave them there, 
without ſaying any more. 2 
Fortune had ſeem'd to favour her in this De- 
ſign, and Flora herſelf undertook to be Shop- 
keeper, while her Servant went on this Unhappy 
Errand ; which he perform'd with ſo much Ex- 


pedition, that neither Cornutus nor any other of 
his Servants were come Home before. This 


Diſpatch of the Lad's had prevented a great 
many Queſtions that might probably have been 
ask'd him, if any of them had been at Home 
before him, and, poſſibly, might have diſcover'd 
her Intrigue with V hiskero; tho' Flora herſelf 
had invented a Salvo in Caſe of a Queſtion, That 
hiſtero had deſir d ſuch Goods might be ſent, 
the laſt Time he was there, tho* ſhe had forgot 
it till then; and that if They were not approv'd 
They ſhould be return'd on the Morrow follow- 
ing. But as No Body knew the Apprentice had 
been out, ſo no Body ask'd him any Queſtions 
about it; and for his own Part, not knowing 
but All was Right, becauſe he had acted by his 


 Miſtreſſes Order, he ſaid nothing of it, and 


quickly: forgot it, 

It happen'd, upon the Arrival of the Appren- 
tice at M hiſeeros, that the Good Man came to 
the Door himſelf; and having receiv'd the 
Meſſage with the Goods; He only gave his Ser- 


vice to the Lady, and ſo went in. He cou'd not 


have ſaid Leſs, and one wou'd have thought he 
might have ſaid a little more, conſidering the 
Preſent. - But theſe Saints have all their Paces ; 
They have all Their Eye-Teth, as we uſe to ſay, 
and know how to- Adapt their Anſwers to their 
Occa/ions,” Had the Bundle came from Cyrnutus, 
and upon the ſame Condition, no doubt but the 

vp „ | Servants _ 
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Servant had return'd with Abundance of Thanks, 
and a Load of Blefings. But as it came from 
Flora, and he was ſenſible without her Hus- 
band's Knowledge, or Conſent, He did not imagine 
it ſafe, to truſt the Perſon with an Expreſſion of 
Thanks to her, or to give him any Gratuity for 
Bringing it; leſt he ſhould ſuſpect it a Preſent, 
and tattle of it among his Fellow Servants ; nei- 
ther did he think it convenient to ſend his Ser- 
vice to Cornutus by that Bearer, leſt Cornutus 
ſhould ask him where he ſaw Vhiſtero, and upon 
what Occaſion. Either of theſe, he knew, was 
enough to bring Flora into Feopardy, to ſtop the 
Current of her Liberality, and occaſion himſelf 
to diſgorge the valuable Cargo, he had ſo unfair- 
Iy procur'd. However, he reſolvd, the next 
Day, to pay his Reſpe#s and Thanks together, in 
Perſon; if he found that all was Safe, and that 
there was no Likelthood of a Repriſal, or Di ſcove- 
75, from Cornutus. 125 WE. 
As Whiſeero had reſolv'd, he went acc o ringly; 
and to Dinner, after his Uſual Cuſtom ; where he 
was receiv'd with all the Reſpe# imaginable, of 
both Cornutus and Flora; Cornutus little dream- 
ing of his Deceitfulneſs, or the Intrigue that he 
was in with Flora, And here, He that was a 
Devil but Yeſterday, an Enconrager of Robbery, 


and a Receiver of Stolen Goods, was as Demure 
and Saint- like, as if he had never done an Ill, in 


his Life. While Cornutus fill'd his Fannch with 
the  Choiceſt Dainties, and the Beſt of ines, 
Whifeero continually fill'd his Ears with Diſcour- 
ſes upon Religion and Duty, intermix'd with pi- 
thy Sentences, and wholeſome Admonitions to a 

Sober Life, and the Practice of Brotherly Love. 
And in This, he ſeem” 
5 = the 


d to imitate the Doctors ß 
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the Galenick Faculty, who are very ready to 
give their Preſcriptions to Others, and order 
Phyſick to their Patients, which they do not care 
to take themſelves. IT 

Whemthe Veſſel is impure from whence they 
proceed, the moſt Excellent Advices ſeldom have 
That Effect, which might be defir'd. "Tis a 
Scandal to the Teacher not to Practice what he 
inculcates to others, and caſts a Diſcredit upon 
his Doctine: And this was Whiſtero's Failing. 
However Cornutus and Flora, as they were not 
yet Senſible of his Villany, they heard his Diſ- 
courſes with Attention; but Flora in particular, 
wio tho' ſhe had now ſufficient Reaſon to know, 
and condemn him, for a Cheat and an Impoſtor, 
yet ſhe was fo Bigotted to him, that ſhe thought 
it even her Duty to Rob her Husband, to gratify 
hiſtero. The Pious, Learned and Pains-taking 
If hiſtero muſt not he Unrewarded by her, altho' 


— 


the Reward was procur'd by the moſt Iadirect 


Means, and a Method the moſt Unuſtifiable. 


Such is the Force of Bigottry, ſuch are the Ef. 
feds of Fanaticiſm, and ſuch are the uſual 
Fractices of the Female Saints. 49 . 
With Abundance of what They call Edifying 
Diſcourſes, They paſt the Time both At and At- 
ter Dinner, till the Hour call'd Coruutus to the 
Exchange; and, paying his Reſhects to M hiſcero, 
He left him with his Deareſt Flor a. 
When Cornutus was gone hiſtero took Oppor- 
tunity to thank the Gentlewoman for her Preſent, 
and zſſur'd her that it was moſt grateful to Him: 
While Flora excus'd herſelf that ſhe had not 
ſent the Reſt, but told him ſhe ſhou'd take Care 
to-do it. in a little Time. Vhiſtero told her 7t was 


dery well, and having encouraged her to Per ſeve- 


range 
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rance in Good Works, he departed, leaving all 
other Matters to her Management. * 
Flora was ſo wrapt uꝑ in Her Teacher, and his 
Heavenly Converſation, that ſhe reſolv'd to ſup- 
ply All his Wants, as faſt as ſhe cou'd: But ſhe 
thought it not Adviſable to truſt the ſame Hand, 
with a ſecond Meſſage, of the Like Nature; left 
it ſhould revive the Former in his Memory, or 
make him talk of what He had already carry id. A 
different Method was therefore to be taken ; And 
as ſhe could not pretend to Order-ſuch Another 
Parcel to be made together, ſhe reſolv'd to col- 
lect it by Degrees, and having diſpos'd of it in 
ſome Secret Place, to wait an Opportunity of get- 
ting it convey'd to Good V hiſtero, either in ſmal- 
ler Portions, or all- together. To this Moſt Ho- 
_ weft Purpoſe, ſhe had recourſe to the ſame Ap- 
prentice, tho'in a different Manner. As ſhe had 
Opportunity ſhe order'd him to bring her ſuch 
or ſuch Particular Linnen, up Stairs. This the 
cou'd do with Eaſe and withont Suſpicion, as if 
for the Uſe of the Family; and ſhe manag'd 
with ſuch Diſpatch, that in a Months Time, the 
had gotten the deſir'd Cargo together. 

During this Time Whiskero was an Attendant 
upon Flora, Conſtant as He had us'd to be; ex- 
tremely pleas'd in the Generous Temper, and 
Happy Diſpoſition of his Proſelyte, and never 
failing to encourage Her. e | 

At Laſt, One Day, while They were toge- | 
ther, Flora imparted to Him that ſhe was rea: 
dy, but wanted a Convenient Opportunity; tho 
indeed, ſhe did not know whom to truſt, Tho” 
this was a Anotty Point, Whiskero made no more 
Difficulty of it, than he wou'd a Queſtion in 
Divinity; and, Madam, ſaid He, I can take/a 

2 4 C08 M 2 | Piece 
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Piece Now and Then, under my Cloak, if you think 


t; Theſe Cloaks are very Uſeful Things, upon ſuch 
Occaſions : Or if you like it better, Ill tell ye what. 
About this Time to Morrow, J will ſend you a Box 
of Fruit, and if you have a Good Opportunity Tou 
may empty it, and ſend any Thing back by the ſame 
Bearer, if not, you know you can but keep it till 
.you bave, This Laſt Expedient, as it was cer- 
tainly the Quickeſt, ſo it ſeem'd the Beſt; and 
was agreed upon between *em. 3 


Accordingly, at the Time appointed, the Fox 


was ſent, and / hiskero's Meſſage deliver'd to 


Flora; but as Luck wou'd have it, Cornutus 
Happen'd to be at Home: So that Nothing 
could be done at that Time. However, the 
Porter was order'd to carry the Box up Stairs, 
where Flora directed, which was into the Room 
where ſhe had hid her Magazine; and coming 
down Flora follow'd him into the Shop, bidding 
him give her Hnsband's and Her Service, with 
Thawks to I hiſcero; and come himſelf again, to 
Morrow, for the Box, which She cou'd not empty 
at that Tune, ; 

This Contrivance of the Box, as it was a 
Good Excule for the Porters Calling, ſo That it 
was not empty was as Good a Plea fœ Flora to 
detain it, till an Opportunity ſerv'd for Her Pur- 


poſe: And the Servants knowing there was ſuch 


a Box, made them take the Leſs Notice of it, 
when it was carry d out. re 
I hiskero was Impatient to be in Poſſaſion of the 
Prixe, and therefore He took Diligent Care to 
ſend, according to Order; tho? as it happen'd 
He was diſappointed again, by fome Company, 
that were with Flora. On the Third Day the 
:Coaft was Clear, and the Baggage in Readineſs a- 


f 


gainſt 


A 
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gainſt the Porter came. Being come He was 
call'd up to take it, and a ſtrict Charge was 
given him not to reſt himſelf in the Shop, but 
to carry it thorough directly. The Porter chanc d 
to be a very ſtrong Man, and cou'd carry a great 
Weight under his Arm; and Flora perſuaded him 
to carry it in that Manner, the better to avoid 
_ Suſpicion, till He was out of Sight of the Houſe. 
The Porter did as He was bid, and Flora (for 
Fear of any Left. handed Accident, or that the 
Men might be Inquifitive) follow'd him to the 
Door, and having ſeen him fairly over the 
Threſhold, and ſafely out of her Houſe ; She 
wiſh'd him well to Vhiſeero's. 

Whiſtkero had Now receiv'd the Value of 15, 
or 161, from Flora's Contrivance, while Cornu- 
tus was wholly Ignorant of the Matter, and con- 
tributed Largely himſelf, towards his Teacher's 
better Support, Yet, notwithſtanding all This, 
as Whiskero continued his Viſits, Flora continu- 
ed her Pilfering for his Uſe , and if She did not 
Steal ſo largely, yet She did Steal; if She did 
not Uſurp upon her Husband's Prerogative, in ſo 
great a Degree, She did however Uſurp ; con- 
tinual Encroachments were made, and ſmaller 
Tokens of Reſpe# were almoſt daily procuring, _ 
for V his kero. | 


B this Time Chriſtmaſs Was come, nd the < 


Seaſon of the Year in which Cornutus, according 
to Cuſtom, was us'd to Examine the State of 
his Shop and Accompts ; and upon the Scrutiny, 
he found ſeveral Things Miſſing, whole Pieces 
of Hollands, &c. beſides ſome {maller Quanti- 
ties of a great many Things, whereof his Books 
gave no Account. Hereupon, Cornutus began to 
ſuſpect he had got ſome Thief into his Family, 


and 
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and indeed his Suſpicion was very juſtly ground- 
ed, tho* He did not imagine Flora to be the Per- 
Jon: And as it is a Matter of the moſt Dange- 
rous Conſequence to have ſuch a pernicious Inmate, 
where there is any Thing to loſe, Cox x urus took 
all the Care He con'd to find him out; but Flo- 
va, as She was the leaſt ſuſpected, ſo ſhe was too 
Cunning to diſcover herſelf, and the Apprentice 
nad intirely forgot his Errand to V hiskero's , fo 
We) there was no Danger of a Diſcovery from 
Him. 5 | . N 
_ Upon ſtricteſt Inquiry Cornutus con'd make, 
He got No Certainty, or other Satisfadtion, but 
This. He found his Apprentice had been Tardy, 
in not Charging ſome Things He had carry d ont, 
and for That Reaſon he charg'd him with the 
I bole that was Miſſing, and made him pay it. 
This Aﬀront caſt upon the young Gentleman had 
_ rais'd his Reſentment ſo high, that He was re- 
ſolv'd He would not ſtay with his Mafter, and 
He communicated his Re ſolution to his Relations; 
Who willing to prevent any ill Cofſequences 
might enſue, compounded with his Mafter and 
took him Home, making Room for another 
Apprentice with a good $um of Money to Cornu- 
tus; and it was but a little While before He 
was Supply'd. „ 1 
Cyornutus having gotten a New Apprentice, 
Young, : Thoughtleſs and Tractable as the 
Former, Flora renew'd her Old Lade, and had 
prepar d another Cargo for her Soul- ſaving lea- 
_ <eber.. But Cornutuss Foreman had chanc'd to 
ITmell it out; and tho' He did not think fit to 
tale any Notice of it to Cornutus, as nat cer- 


duainly knowing but it might be by his Conſent, 


yet He advisd the Lad, never to carry avy 
Bis 25 „Goods 
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Gobds out, but what He minuited down in his 
Pocket-Book, with the Perſons Name, Place of 
Abode, Time of Delivery, and by whoſe Order. 

This Innocent Touth might have fallen under 


the ſame Fate, and ſtruggled with the ſame Dif- 


cult ies, as his Predeceſſor ; but for the wholeſom 
Advice that had been given Him. Succeſs in 
her Embaſies to V hiſtero, and his Requeſts 
coming on afreſh, had made Flora Bold; and 
She ſent him frequent Preſents, by this New 
Hand. Till at laſt Chriſtma ſs came as before, 
and the ſame Deficiency was found. But. this 
Apprentice had been Forewarn'd of his Danger, 
and was Wiſer than the Former; He, ' contrary 
to Flora's Expectation, could give. a Full Ac- 
count of what was Mifing, from his Pokcet-Book, © 
and where the Goods were ſent by the Order of 
his Miſtreſs. | 


Cornutus had found the Profit he gain'd by 


turning off One Apprentice, and expected Now 
to get another, with more Money ſtill; ſo He 
takes the TJounker under Examination: He tells 


him ſuch and ſuch Goods were Miſſing out of his 


Shop; that unleſs He cou'd accompt for them, 
He muſt impute the Loſs to Him, and muſt ex- 
pect Keparation from his Friends, that ſtood en- 
gag d for his Honeſty. 4 | 
The Toung-Man was not a little ſtartled at 


this 17eatment ;,;but however, knowing his own 


Innocence, and taking Courage, he told his Maſter 


that He did not | queſtion to clear himſelf; 


and diſcover the Miſtake, beyond a Contradictiom 
by the Help of his Pocket-Book. WV 


4 


Upon the Whole, the Pocket- Book was pro- 
duc'd, and the Goods wanted, were found to 
have been carry d to hiskero's, by Order of 


$I 


ys N F. lora 
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Flora. And here What a Conſternation was Cor- 
uutus in! He lov'd Flora tenderly, and he re- 
ſpected hiſtero, for the ſake of his Function; 
and how to Manage was a Work of Di culty, 
fo as not to expoſe his Vife, or the Good Teacher, 
and yet ſecure his Property to himſelf. At laſt. 
He came to this Reſolution, Privately to admo- | 
_ miſh Flora of her Error, and dehort from fall- 
ing into it again; but leſt ſhe might be ſo In- 
advertent, He reſolv'd alſo to ſend I hiſeero a 
Bill, with a Demand of what He had diſcover'd 
to have been received by him; and let him 
know he muſt expect the fame to be repeated, 

if he took any further Advantage of the W. eak- 
neſs of Flora. 

Purſuant to this, after a Curtain Lecture given 
to Flora, and ſome Expreſſions of his Diſſatisfa@i- 
on at what ſhe had done, with direct Commands 
to hold her Hand for the future, on Pain of his 
higheſt Conjugal Diſpleaſure, As ſoon as* Morn- 
zug came, He writ h tere the following Let- 
ter, and ſent it with the ACNE enclos d, by: 
the Hand of his Apprentice, 

Jan. the of. 
ReverenD Sin, = PLEA! 
| T Am ſorry to give Yon this Trouble: But 
the Seaſon of the Tear and my Occaſions 
require it. ide Enclos'd is. your Accompt, as 

It Hands in my Boos; and if you have any 
* Thing to Object, I ſhall willingly Anſwer. I 
have convinc'd My Wife. that 'tis not in her 
Power to diſpoſe of my Goods, without my 
Order, and that I have a Juſt Demand upon the 


PY 8 K 


4 Receiver, tho? I have ſuch a Veneration forall 
© Good Paſtors, that I believe what She has dons 


oa 


_ be taought with oy >" os 4 8 
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* wou'd not, willingly, be put to the Extremity, 
© to Try the Ine of this Affair, before the 
Ungodly; but You may depend upon it (for 
muy Future Security) I muſt require a Remit- 
* tance either of the Goods or Money, by the 
© Bearer, to Reverend Sir, 


Tour moſt bumble Servant, 
CoRNUTUS. 


The above Letter was an Unexpected, as well 
as an Unwelcome, New-Tea7r's Gift to I hiſeero; 
Who after ſuch a Long and Proſperons, as He 
thought it, Series of Uninterrupted Succels, 
had never thought of ſuch a Thunderclap : How- 
ever, He comforted himſelf in This; Cornu- 
tus's Accompt was not One Quarter Part of 
what he had receiv'd, by the means of Flora; 
and leſt it ſhou'd ſtop the Current of Cornuutus's 
Benefactione, or make Him Tergiverſe, and be- 
come Apoſtat, He ſent Him this Anſwer by 
Nord of Mouth; That He wow'd wait upon him, 
and ſettle, on the Morrom Morning. 
Cornutus accordingly waitedWhiſtero's coming, 

and He came, tho* with an Heavy Heart, at the 
Thoughts of parting with his Money, that Dear 
Comfort of his Soul, and the Rewarder of all his 
Labours, But Go it muſt, having ſuch a Call, 
for Fear of Future Miſchief, and he paid it 
with a ſeeming Cheerfulneſs, only urging in EX. 
cuſe, that He would have paid it before, had he 

known it due; but that He had receiv'd the 
Goods as a Preſent from Himſelf and Lad. 

Thus the Matter was Done and All Over, in a 
. very little Time, and * more talk d of, has 

Ba | ; 


* K 
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if there had been No ſuch Thing. Whiſtero and 


Flora were ſilent for their own Reputation; and 
Cornutus ſtiſied it, for the ſake of Their Princi- 
ples, and left it ſhou'd caſt an Odium upon all 
Fer ſom of Their Profeſſion. 

It wonld be very Happy for Another ſort of 
People, if they had the ſame Unanimity among 
them, which theſe Sedaries had; and wou'd 
ſtrive to conceal One anothers Faults, for the 
ſelf {ame Conſideration, as Cornutus did. Tis 
Certain, Io divulge the Faults of the Brotherhood, 
but eſpecially of Our Teachers, if at any Time 
they Slip, or go out of the Way, is no Great 
Credit to Our Religion. And yet How Induſtri- 
ons are ſome, upon this Account! Some, I ſay, 
_ who Love to Rake up Scandal, Dwell upon Re- 
feckiont. and Entertain the Company, They keep, 
with Nothing elſe but Satyrical Obſervation 
upon the Errors of Their own Neighhours, anc 
even their Teachers alſo, to keep. their Tongues 
in Employment. Surely, the Diſſenters are very 
Frudent upon this Account; and if in any Thing 
they are Commendable, they certainly deſerve 
Our Initation in This. } 


to Fhbiſkeros and V biskero with a Front peculiar 

to ſome People, was as Familiar with Cornutus 
as ever, and continu'd his Vijfits, with the ſame 
Freedom, as hefore. One Banlk cou'd not make 


hut to Return. Coruutus was Now reconcil'd 


kim deſiſt, and One Repulſe He cou'd bear with 


a Becoming Fortitude. 


His Former Behaviour had ſomewhat ſhock'd 


Him in the Opinion of Cornutus, tho? it had not 


1 ejected him; It had lcfſen'd the Current of his 


Extraordinary Favours, tho' his Common were yet 
85 „ +> boy ay 
continu ; with a Vigilant Eye upon Mrs. Flora, 
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that ſhe might ſend 95 more Embaſſies, of that 
Nature. But there was No Argus to watch con- 
tinually in the Shop, to ſee what was done; 
and Flora, in Time, had made it her Baſmeſs to 
get an Inſight into the Poſition of it, ſo that ſhe * 
knew wiere the Beſt of Linnen lay; and Now, 
and Then, took an Opportunity to ſave a 
Remnant for Whiskero, » >: 
 *Tis Better Jo Play at ſmall Game, than to ſtand 
zntirely Out; and Whiskero rather than not keep 
his Hand in Uſe, wou'd receive Any, the ſmall- 
eſt Preſent from Flora. Gain and Godlineſs are 4 
Convertible Terms among the Saints; and God- — 
line ſs under that Appearance is ever accepted. | 
Any Gain, tho' Mean, is better than None; and 
the Vill of the Donour is ſometimes an Equiva- 
lent, for the Want of Greater Ere ſents. *The Ac- 
cumulation of Graines will make an Heap, and 
Drops are rendred Effcacious by their often 
Falling. FN RE 
Whiſtero had continu'd this Practice; he had Fs 
ſat at the Receit of Cuſtom, in this Manner. 
for a long Time; when an Unlucky Accident be 
tray'd him. Flora had preſented him, OneDay, - - -- 
with a ſmall Remnant of Ten Ells of Holland. 
and this He thought he might carry off undi. 
covered, by Virtue of his Cloak, Twas ſo re- 
folv'd, and under his Arm it was put, ſafe e- 
nough, if V hiſtero had not been, at that Time, 
more Complaiſant,” and leſs upon his Guard, than i 
Uſual. He was juſt come down Stairs, and e- = 
ven in the Ad of taking his Departure, wien 
CorRNUTUS meets him, and taking him b xwx eh 
One Hand, he expreſſes Abundance. of Kindneſs - 
to WHISKERo, with a great Many Herbal 
Marks of his Eſteem. Theſe, at leaſt, mw 
PEE > | M2: tne 
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the Complimont of his Hat, And while he gave it it, 

Sk with the Hand was diſc :engag'd from Cornutus, 

don went the Linnen, to the Great Confuſion 

4 Whiskero,*%and the no leſs Surp rize of Cor nu- 

tus; Who was Now fully convinc'd that Vhiske- 

ra had not yet done Plowing, with his Heifer. How- 

| ever, Whishero readily took it up, and clapt it 
- © near his Heart, the Grand Repoſitory that had 
been, of a great Many ſuch-like Secrets; and 

Cornutus ſaying little to him, he bruſh'd off im- 

mediately. 

When bikero-was gone, Cornutus began to 
inſpect into this Matter; and upon Examination, 
he diſcover'd that Flora had not left off her Trade 155 
of Pilfering, and was ſtill a Benefactreſs to W "biokes. 
70, without his Conſent or Privity. PR, 

This put him upon a New Reſolution, to fuk 
bid Rs his Houſe, and his Wife any Gom- 
merce with him, for the Future: Since he found 
They cou'd not converſe without ſo much De- 
triment to himſelf, it was abſolutely 1 
They ſhould be kept at a Diſtance, and accor 
ingly He writ Whiskero a Letter to this Effect: 
That he had once thought himſelf extremely 
© happy in his Converſation, but that He experi- 
© enced how much He had been miſtaken ; That 
© his Great Intimacy with Flora had prov 4 very 

. 8 Prejudicial to Him, and might be Fatal, if not 
prevented in Time. That He thought the beſt 
© Expedient, for his own Security was to deſire his 
Abſence, and if He ſhould not think fit to 
< take that Admonition, He wt be r d to 

0. Lother Meaſures; + 

The Lofsof a Fat Client, is not more Veratd- 
dous to a greedy: Lawyer, than this Prohibition of 
Selur Ss was to hikers, He receiv'd the Let-. 5 
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ter, but with the greateſt Concern, not ſo much 


for his Zeal of Flora's Good, as the Thirſt of her 
Benefactions. She had been an Excellent C uſtomer 
to his Shop, and Twenty ſuch would have made 


a glorious Show, in any Congregation. It was a 


Matter of Grief to be thus diſappointed of Her, 
and he had much Reaſon to diſtruſt that Cornutus 
- wou'd become a Deſerter, from Him. Perſonal 

Prejudices as often make Men change their Opi- 
nions, as any thing beſides. And i 
the reateſt Reaſon to imagine Cornutus had con- 
ceiv d enough againſt Him. However, He thought 
himſelf ſecure of Flora, and that ſhe wou'd ne- 
ver flinch, without Com ul on. 

As Whiskero had ſu pected, ſo it happe nd. 

From that Time, Cormtus withdrew imſel 


from the Congregation, While his Fife continu d 


2 firm Adberent to Whiskero, and conſtantly 
attended hisMeeting ; having frequent Interviems 
with the Good Man, at his own Houſe, and of- 


ten in other Places. Since Whiskero might net 


be permitted to come and viſit Flora, Flora was 
reſolv'd to viſit Whiskero; Who was already ſtu- 
dying Revenge, and had reſoly'd by ſome . 5 
or Other, to be even withCoruutus for at Indig- 
ty he had put upon Him. 
"Flora's often going abroad had created 


fome Fealouſies, and occafion'd a vaſt Uneaſmeſs . 
in the Family of Cornutus; inſomuch that He 


0 began to threaten her with a Re ſtraint, it 


ſhe did not forbear. But what Effect had all 
his Threats? They only exaſperated her the 
more, and ſhe was nothing the Better for them 


Whiskero had inſinuated into Her, that ſuch a 
Management was Tyrannic, a Kind of Family Fer- 


\ ” «wth and that it was Lawful for Hex to 
Riſe 


hiskero had 


: 
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Riſe in Rebellion againſt Her Husband, for the 
ſake of her Conſcience, and for the Exerciſe of 
her Religion. a ä 855 
Flora, having imbib'd theſe Principles, main- 
tain'd her Ground againſt all the Arguments her 
Huthand cou'd bring upon this Account; and, 
like a True Biggot, was reſolv'd never to be con- 
vinc'd by Him, or liſten to any Thing in Prej u- 
dice of V hiskero He was her Saint, He 
was her Idol, He was a Righteous Man 
indeed, with Her; and againſt Him, Nothing 
was to be heard. ; N 9 75 
She had now made Yhiskero her Confeſſor, and 
there was nothing paſt at Home, but what ſhe 
difcover'd to Him. All her Husband ſaid, or did, 
was as fully known to Vhistero, as it was to 
Himſelf, and his Advice was always taken by 
Her; tho ſhe could not make him that Gratui- 
ty which ſhe us d to do, and which he often in- 


timated that he had deſerv'd at her Hands. But 


there was a Favour of another Nature Whiskero 
had in View; and if ſhe had not her accuſtom'd _ 
Preſents at Command, He had the Confidence to 

expect, ſhe would not deny him what the could 

not but acknowledge to be in her Fower, 
The Differences between Cornutus and Flora, 
as they had cool'd the Aßffections of Cornutus to- 
wards Her, ſo they ſlack d his Embraces, by De- 
grees; till at laſt they perfectly depriv'd her of 
them. This We 10 All allow to be juſt Cauſe 
of Complaint, and very diſagreeable, in the Mar- 
25d State: And this ſhe complam'd of very 
pittifully, One Day in Converſation, to her 
Confeſſor; Who perſuaded her that Cornutus muſt. 
needs have got Another in a Corner, and that. 
was the Reaſon of his Cold neſs to Her. This 
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ſly Inſinuation of Whiskero's was only with this 
| Deſign, to kindle the Coals of Fealouſy in her, * 
and if poſſible, to prevail with her to Repay "2 
Cornutus in his own Colm, ro + 
But this Imputation was built upon too ſlen- 
der Reaſon, to ſerve for Convidtion; there wanted 
| ſomething more to exaſperate, and put Flora 
|; into a thoropgh Ferment, than Bare ſurmiſe. 
However, as this had rais'd her Suſpicion, it 
made Flora more diligent, and upon the Watch, 
to obſerve her Husband's Motions, and to em- 
ploy her Spies, if poſſible, to diſcover him. 
During this Time, Fhiskero (whoſe Pity to- 
wards Flora, for the Negligence of her Husband, 
was very much increas'd,) had contriv'd a Pro- 
ject, which (Fortune favouring) did the Work 
at Once. He fram'd a Letter, as from a Gentle. 
woman to Cornutus. In it, he made her upbraid _ 
him of Inconſtancy, and Breach of Promiſe, who 
had Now been Abſent from her Three Weeks; -— f 
when he had promis'd a Return in leſs than One. © 
He inſinuated, that Cornutus had promjs'd to 
pretend a Journey, into the Country, for Ten Days, 
or à Fortnight, and to let the ſuppos d Gentle- 
woman have his Company, for that Time. He 
made her conjure him to his Word, and not fail 
of Ferformance in a few Das. 
M his kero had propos d to himſelf, by Writ- 1 
ing this Letter, that it might poſſibly come to a 
Flora's Hand, and her Curioſity might prompt =_— 
her to open it; which would anſwer his End | | 
effectually; or if it came to Cornutus Firſt, ge 
might think it a Contrivance of hers,” tax her 
with it, and by that Means ſhe might come to 
the Anowledge of it. But if Cormtus ſhou'd ſtifie 


* 
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it, it would be but ſo much Time and Paper 
This Letter of Vhiskero's was ſent by the Fen- 
ny Foft, and deliver'd to One of Cornutus's Ser- 
vants, in the Shop, who thinking his Maſter 


had been above, went ftrait up with it, into the 


Room where Flora was : But perceiving he was 
not there, was returning, when Flora ask'd him 
what he wanted, and finding he had a Letter for 
Cornutus, the demanded it of him, and diſmiſt 
him. Flora had look'd upon the Superſcription 
and thought it to be a Woman's Hand, when 
ihe was not able to reſt, till ſhe knew the Con- 
tents of it; and breaking open the Seal, ſhe 
found the Subſtance to be as before mention'd. 
But What a Commotion did this raiſe in her Breaſt! 
How diſcompos' d, and even like a Mad-Woman; 
the was! She ſeem'd, now, convinc'd that her 
Husband was Diſloyal, and that Vhiskero had 
been a Prophet upon this Account. What to do, 
me did not know. Whether to ſhew him the 
Letter or conceal it, was the Queſtion which ſhe 
could not reſolve. At laſt, 1he determin'd to 
Poſt away to her Oracle Vhistero, for Advice; 
he did. 
The Game was now given into Whiskero's 
Hand to Deal, as he ſhou'd think fit; and He 
manag'd accordingly. He expreſt himſelf with 
| ſeeming Concern for Flora, telling her, that as 
he believ'd before, concerning Cornutus, the Mat- 
ter was now apparent, obvious to any One li- 
ving, and to be diſputed by None. However, ſaid 
be, I wou'd not have you make Any Words of it, 
or give Cornutus the Letter. If you find he goes 
out of Town, it will be even Demonftrable to 
you. And if he does, be Advis d by Me, Say. © 
* . Nothing ns 


A 
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Nothing of it. Patience is a Great Virtue, and 
You may make Repri ſals, ſome Time or Other. 
Had theſe been the Di&ates, and Directions, of 
an Angel, They cou'd not have been more Religi- 
ouſly obſerv'd,and kept, than They were by Flo- 
ra. She was the SILENT WOMAN indeed, 
and behav'd with all the Temper imaginable , 
tho' The had enough upon her Spirits to make 
her otherwiſe, 1 "I, 
It had been a conſtant Cuſtom with Cornutus, 
once a Tear, to take a Trip into the Country, for 
ſiome ſmall Time, among his Cuſfomers; and He 
lad reſolv'd, within a Week after Flora had in- 
8 the Letter, to ſet out, tho“ He diſ- 
Clos d not his Intention, till the Day before. And 
Now her Pidignation began to boil in the Breaſt 
of Flora, ſhe could hardly keep her Stomach 
-down, and her Choler was very difficult to be 
ſuppreſt. But when ſhe recollected Whiskero's 
Order to her, it was as Sacred, as any Precept 
whatſoever, and ſhe cou'd not excuſe her Telf 
the Tranſgreſſion of it. Upon this Account The 
patichtly ſubmitted to her Husband's going A- 
road, without any ſeeming Reſentments. 
And Now the Day was come, when (rtv 
ſet out, having parted from Flora with a Great 
Deal of Coolneſs ; only telling Her, He hop d 
ſhe wou d mend her Manners before He came back : 
To which ſhe anſwer'd, She was Confident, bis 
woñ d not be better'd, by bis Pretended Fonrney. 
Thus They parted, He equipp'd for the Country, 
and She, reſolv'd to pay a Niſt to Fhiskero, as 
foon as ſhe ſhould be ready; to inform him of 
' what had paſt, between Cornutus and Herſelk 
Cormutiis had not been long gone when Flora 
&alfo left Home, to ſee her Teacher; to whom ſhe | 
. open dd 
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open'd her Grief, and he harrangu'd her into a 
perfed Belief, that Cornutus was only ſtept out of 1 
the Vay, upon the Account of his Amour with 
the — Letter-Writer , and the Thoughts 
of this had ſo enrag'd her, that nothing but Re- 
venge cou'd ſatisfie her. 5 e 
To ſooth an angry Perſon, one that is in the 
higheſt Flights of Diſcompoſure, into a ſort of |, 
Complacency, is no ſmall Art; and Fhiſkero was 1 
- a Maſter of this Science, efpecially among the 
Fair-Sex. "- 
. Whiſeero, thro' a long Acquaintance with Flo- 
ra, perfectly underſtood her Temper, and knew 
how to attack her in the weakeſt Fart. He was 
ſenſible that to Flatter her Perſon, and to Pity her 
Maisfortunes, were the ready way to catch her. 
Accordingly he attacks her There, He extols 
her Beauty, and her otheriDeſerts,declaims re 
Cornutus, and his Cruelty towards her, and aſſures 
© Her he is Confident he loves her better than her 
-Husband. My deareſt Creature, ſays he, and gives 
Her a Thouſand tender Embraces, with as many * 
Kies, which the receives with fo much Gentle- | - 
neſs, as a Condeſcention from her Unblameable 
Sauctiſied Teacher, as emboldens him to ask the 
— ert der. 3 
The Putting of. this Queſtion ſtartled her a 
little at Firſt; but then conſidering how diſin- 
genuous Cornutus had been, as ſhe was perſuadec, 
to Her; that Revenge was ſweet, and ſhe cou'd 
not play the Trick with more Security, than 
with ſuch a Soul-ſauving Gentleman as i biſkero, 
who lov'd her ſo dearly, ſhe wanted not ſo ma- 
ny Arguments, as ſhe had receiv'd Kiſſes fiom 
Ihifeero, to induce her to a Compliance. : 
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IT̃hhe Fort had now Capitulated, and the Day 
only, for the Surrender, remain'd to be namd. 
Tho this was a Vork of Darkneſs, and ſuch as = 
wou d not ſtand the Toft of the Light, yet Whis- 
kero having throughly confider*d the diſappoints . 
ing Conſequences of Delays, pleaded ftrennonſly 
for the Preſent, tho it was at that time a little 
before Noon. He had rather Sin in the Face of 
the Sun, and it is a Queſtion, Whether he wou'd 
not have done it in the Face of the Vorld be- 1255 
ſides, rather than not have procur'd his Satis 
faction, by that egregious Ad of ſplendid 
Wickedneſs. He had debauch'd her Principles 
Jong ſince, and now cou'd not be Satisfied un- 
leſs he debauch'd her P:rſon. Is this Diſſenting ; 
Gratitude © Are Theſe the Rewards of unmerited 
:Favours beſtow'd upon them? Did Carnutus ever 
deſerve this Treatment at the Hands of N hiſtero? 
Was he not always Generous to him, till he found 
Mhiſcero acted Ungenerouſiy by him, and prov'd* 
himſelf a Deceiver, by the Corruption of his 
Wife ? Was it not Time for Cornutus, then, to 
ſtop his Hand and withdraw his Contributions, 
when he had made his Vie a Rebel, and ſeducd 
her from her Allegiance to him? And if Cormu-! 
tus then deſpiſed him, Was not Whiskero the 
Aggreſſor ? He ſurely was; and merited no Par- 
don from him. But what had Flora done, that 
he ſhould be ſo much her Enemy? That he 
ſhou'd be Induſtrious to Trepan her? Had ſne 
not been V hiſtero's Friend too much? She had; 
but then "ſhe had her Charms; and while Saints 
wear Fleh and Blood, they will be ſubject to 
Temptations. 3 2 
M biſcero's Arguments were now prevailing . 
cover Flora's 0 and her own Paſſioen 
. 2 | con- 


N 
. » 
* 


| or 7 CARS to her Ruin. She conde-: 
ſcended, and the truſty Shepherd having a pri- 
vate Chamber ready, that had been accuſtomed. 
to Frequent Exerciſes of that Nature, he con- 
vey d her to it; not by the Tigbt of Burning 


Tapers, but the moſt Glorious Midday-Lamp of 


Heaven. And here, unhappy Action! She 


jelded to his Luftful Arms, and wanton'd in 


is cloſe Embraces, while he, a Sacrilegious 
Ravager, ranſack'd the Bitter ſweets of Matri: 
' monial Chaſtity defil'd. | | 
While V biskero thus, and Flora continu'd in 
their Amorous Dalliance, Cornutus, that had ne- 
ver entertain d a Thought to injure Flora, was. 
travelling onwards upon bg and ne- 
ver dreamang that Flora was Diſloyal. He knew - 
Me was a Bigot to V hiſtero; But e f 
Her Chaſtity Invincible; nor cou'd he think 
rience. 


hiſtero had triymph'd ſufficiently on Flora's 


Mode, and Cornutus was entred into Cuckold's- 


. Row, by the kind Aſſiſtance of a Pious, Sober, 


&  Codly Ieacber; when they both aroſe: Vhiſtero 
RM delighted in the Enjoyment he had found with 


Flora, and Flora no leſs pleas d with the Beha- 


uiour of her Teacher, and the Revenge ſhe had 


taken upon Cornutus. 1 
_ ., Flora had never yet been with Child by Cor- 
untus; but ſhe imagin d by this Tryal, that 


ſhe quickly might by Fhiſtero ; and was reſolv d 


hereafter, -to deny him no Requeſts of that Na-- 
ture. Neither was ſhe, as it prov'd, at all de- 
ceiv id in her Expectation: For before her Hus- 
band came Home, ſhe was Satisfied that his 


Vom lad been don, for bin and very well pleas, 1. 


Tint. 
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| Rero fo Salacious, as he found by an after Expe- 
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that Yeiſtero might have an Heir of her Body, : 
2: -- wo Inherit what her Huzhand ſhow'd leave behind —& * 
EY Tho it was with ſome Regret that Flora firſt 
© conſented, having once yielded to the Pleaſing 
Vin ſne became Bolder; and during her Husband's 
Abſence, as well as after his Return ſhe made 
her frequent Vifits to the Good biſtero, till 
The began to appear Preguant. 

This Diſcovery was a' Surgrize to Cornutus, - 
who knew himſelf he had refrain d from any 
Ads of Conjugal Affection, for a longer Time; 
* purely with a Defign to reclaim her by that 

ans, ' 
| +. © Hereupon. he takes her to Tusk, taxes her 8 
5 | With Adultery; but ſhe as conſtantly avers the 
* Chile was by him, as he denies the Peſſibilit g 
of it. And now chrnutus is relolv'd to have 2 5 55 4:4 

ſtricter Eye over her, and to confine her fn A 

that ſhe ſhou'd never go abroad, but with an 9 

Aunt of his; whom he had deſir d to befriend'- © + 
im ſo much, as to live with him, 200 obs: 33 
bim in this Point. 5 

This Confinement was no ſmall cu upon Florus 
Spirits, and caſt ſuch a Damp upon her Conſci :. 
ence, that it was no eaſie Matter to Remove it. 

A Tender Con ſoience is what we all ought to 
ſubmit to; and this had prick d her to the Se. "= 
She knew herſelf with Child, and. by Mhiskero. 
However ſhe conceal'd it, till upon 1 Sick Bl, 
and which will bring the moſt Obdurate to R.. M 
pentance (if they have any Sence of Religion 5 3 
em) ſhe began to relent; and Death, ſeemingly% 
approaching ſhe came to Confeſſion, That ſhe ag „ 
1 arkcha Cormitus, u GſhonouFa his Bed, 2 = pee 
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piſed his N/ſon. But that all this had been by 
the wicked Suggeſtions of Whiskero, 2 op] 
When Flora had thus disburthen'd herſelf, 
the Quiet of her Mind ſomewhat mitigated the 
Pains of her Body, and, as They abated, ſhe 
Recover'd. 5 | „ 
Tis Reaſonable for a Man to demand Satis- 
faction for an Ijury teceiv'd, eſpecially when 
he is touch'd in the moſt ſenſible Fart; and 
I hiskero having done that, no Wonder if Cornu- 
"Ti ſought ſuch Rataliation as the Law wou'd give 
in. |! "4 1 
It muſt be confeſs d ſuch an Injury can never 
be atton'd for. And if that is True, no Pu- 
niſhment is ſufficient for ſuch a Default, Fane 
Shore was deluded by a King, appearing only in 
a private Capacity: And I ſhould not ſcruple to 


„ take off a Perſon, ſo misbehaving himſelf, if 
„ 4 3 9 
he ſhou' d offer the ſame Injuſtice. | 


Prieſts of all Religions pretend to be Ambaſ- 
ſadors from Heaven, and that their Legation is 
from thence ;, tho' but Few have a Commiſion of 
ſo great Authority. And if it can be objected 
to what has been {aid againſt V hiskero, that any 
of thoſe to whom Cornutus Originally belong d, 
have Scandaliz d their Function; There was a 
| Peter who deny'd, a Judas who betray'd his 
* Maſter, and when they {aw the Times of Per- 
| ſecution approachang ; they all Forſook him and 
* Fe EN | | We 
But not to diſmiſs hiſeero without ſome ſmall 
Obſervation upon One Remarkable Opinion he 
held, and which is worthy Notice; it being, 
almoſt the Only, in which he was truly Conſo- 


. * 


nant with himſelf. I do not queſtion, but it 
the Tree is known by its Fruit, the V orld will 85 
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eaſily judge from what Stock V hiſtero came; 
and no Wonder then, if being a Devotes to the 
| Pleaſures of Senſe, he imbib'd and maintain d 
thoſe Doctrines, that tend to the Promotion, and 
Eſtabliſhment, of Senſuality. Now it is Evi- — , 
dent from ſome of V hiſtero s Writings, that he 
was 2 Chiliaſt, that he held the Doctrine of the 
q ? Millennium, or the Happineſs of the Saints up- 
TIP on Earth, for a Thouſand Years after the Re- 
15 ſurrection. How true that Opinion may be, it 
is not my Buſineſs, at preſent, to examine: But 
ſure I am, that taken according to the Notion 
of the Wretch who firſt broach'd it, tis a mot 
Agreeable Doctrine to Whiskero's Temper. 
Ceriutbhus was the Founder of it, and he af- 
firmed, In that State our Fleſb ſhould, again, 
bo ſubſetvient to Concupiſcence and Luſt ; that we 
ſhould have the ſame Appetites-for ſatisfying 
the Belly, and Things under the Belly, i. e. for 
Meats, Drinks and Carnal Copulation, which we 
now have: And if there ſhall be the ſame Op- 
portumtzes concurring with the Appetite, it can- 
not chuſe but be a very Righteous State, eſpeci- 
ally, if it is conſtituted of a Number of ſuch 
Saints, as M hiſkero. There is great Expectation 
Cuckolds may be plenty in that. long-liv'd Age, 
if the Saints take the ſame Liberty Then which 
they do Now, and IT am half perſuaded, V hi ſte- 
ro would not have deſir'd to Live again, but in 
Expectation of being reſtor d to his paſt Enjoy- 
ments, | > oy enim | 1 
Naieaſure was eſteem'd the Summum Bonum, or 
Mans chiefeſt Good, by ſome of the Philo ſophers; 
and, from the Practice of #hiſtero, there is a- 
bundant Reaſon to conclude, he had keen bred 
up at the Feet of ſome of the Deſcendants from 
| - _ them, and was One of the Herd of e,, Sy. 


a nahle, Pernicious * enchere, 3 zn tlic W OI Id, of An 


'of Mankin 
on the Miſcarriages of our FellowCreatures, but 
. Ps et it may be ſometimes neceſfary: It may ſerve 
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"Real, which their Inclinations lead them to hope 
may be ſo: And if V hiſtero ſwallow'd that Do- 
dine with the greateſt Appetite: and the moſt 
delicious Gaf,, it was beecadl e it reliſh'd nicely 
upon his Falate, ſooth'd his Paſſions, and was moſt 
agreeable to his Afetons. — 

Mahomet the Impoſtor, loved denſdali 0 and for 
that Reaſon he dae d ĩt in his Paradiſe. IWhiſeerd 
the Impoftor had an equal Veneration for it; and 
NO Won der then, if he embrac'd the Opinion ofa. 
MG lexnium, in Erpeckation to meet ſome Floraes | 


But enough of Whickero and ple D, * 28 
well as Praices. Behold the Fruits of Hhanatick 
Leal) Tis great Pity there ſnould be ſuch abomi- 


Perfuafions, and *tis greater any One mould be 
deluded by them. Leſs cou d hs have been ſaid 
to ſet Vhiſkero forth in his True Colours; as he 


- -ought to be depainted; and it had been better 


there had been ho accafion to have ſaid ſo much. 
To any One who wiſhes the Common Benefit 
tis an ungrateful Subject to dwell 


ixe a Light-Houſe to Ships . from Sea, and 


direct 5 how to avoid the Rocks and Shelves, 
on Which to Striks'ga 


prove their Ruin. 
e another View beſides 


But theſe Relate, 
ed Congregations of ſuch 


hat viz. That the Del 


Teachers! may behold, what Faſtors, ſome of them 
ba ve been under, and when they begin to raiſe : 
their Inve@ives againſt the Miniſters of another 

"Communion, They may have ſome Are, of 360 
their own to Bamix. 1 5 2 
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